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Order of 
British ColumBia

PurPose
The Order of British Columbia was established by statute on April 21, 1989, to recognize persons from diverse 
backgrounds who have served with the greatest distinction and excelled in any field of endeavour benefiting the 
people of British Columbia or elsewhere. The Order represents the highest form of recognition the Province 
can extend to its citizens. The Order is bestowed on the most outstanding British Columbians possessing the 

above qualifications.

Who is eligiBle?
Nominees must be:
• Residents or former long-term residents of British Columbia. They do not need to be a Canadian citizen.
• Living persons at the time of the nomination.
• A person may not be appointed to the Order posthumously unless the Advisory Council recommends

the appointment to the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council before the person’s death.

Nominations will not be accepted if they are: 
• Self-nominated.
• Elected federal, provincial, municipal representatives who are still holding office.
• For groups or organizations.

The Order is not awarded for acts of bravery.

hoW are reCiPients seleCted?
All nominations are considered by an independent Advisory Council that recommends the most outstanding 
nominees to the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council.

When is the insignia Presented?
Once a year, the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia honours those chosen for appointment to the Order at an 
investiture ceremony. Appointees are presented with the Order of British Columbia insignia and receive a certificate 
and a lapel pin.

The information on this form is collected under the authority of the Provincial Symbols and Honours Act [RSBC 1996 c.380] and Section 26(c) and 
27(1)(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act [RSBC 1996 c.165] and will help us to assess the eligibility and to notify recipients 
of the Order of British Columbia.  By submitting this form you are confirming that the individuals who have agreed to submit letters in support 
of this nomination have authorized you to provide their information as disclosed on this form.   

If you have any questions about the collection, use or disclosure of this information, please contact the Honours and Awards Secretariat at (250) 
387-1616 or by e-mail at bchonoursandawards@gov.bc.ca. Knowledge of a proposed nomination should be restricted to the individuals compiling 
the nomination.
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HOw dO I make a nOmInatIOn?
Each nomination must include the following:

 F A completed and signed nomination form.

 F A brief summary indicating the reasons you believe your nominee is a worthy candidate (40 words maximum).

 F A detailed description of the nominee’s achievements including background/history of the nominee (500 words 
maximum).

 F A minimum of two (2) signed testimonials from two (2) separate individuals other than the nominator, who 
have direct knowledge of the value and impact of the nominee’s achievement and who support the nomination. The 
letters must be signed by the testimonial writer and include contact information (address, telephone number and 
email). An electronic signature or scanned copy of the signed letters will be accepted.

 F Additional material such as supplementary testimonials, publications, media stories, etc., is optional. If you 
want to send books, cd’s or DVD’s, please send only a scanned copy of the cover or any information relevant to 
the nomination.

 F All materials submitted become part of the nomination and thus become the property of the Honours and 
Awards Secretariat and will not be returned. Do not send originals of important or official documents or 
photographs as they will not be returned. All materials we receive will be kept confidential but may be disclosed to 
the nominee if requested. We reserve the right to limit the amount of supporting documentation accepted.

maIl: 
Honours and Awards Secretariat 
P.O. Box 9422 STN PROV GOVT, 
Victoria, British Columbia V8W 9V1

COurIer: 
2nd Fl., 620 Superior Street, 
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1V2

tO COntaCt us:
Telephone: 250.387.1616
Email: bchonoursandawards@gov.bc.ca 
Website: orderofbc.gov.bc.ca

Your comments regarding the form and process are welcome. Please email your comments directly to us.

COmpleted FOrms: Send forms and any additional materials by email to bchonoursandawards@gov.bc.ca.

Should you wish to submit by hard copy, you can do so by mail or courier. Note: you only need to submit once, 
do not submit both electronically and by mail.
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my nOmInee’s FIeld OF endeavOur (please CHOOse tHe mOst relevant FIeld OF endeavOr)

 F Arts/Culture

 F Business

 F Communications/Media

 F Community Leadership

 F Education 

 F Environment / Conservation

 F Indigenous Reconciliation

 F Industry

 F Labour

 F Professions and Other 

Occupations

 F Public Service

 F Science/Technology

 F Sports and Recreation

 F Volunteer Service

 F Other

Brief Summary (40 words)
Provide one or two sentences outlining the reasons you believe your nominee is a worthy candidate. 

Nominee Information

preFIx/salutatIOn FIrst name last name (include post-nominals where applicable)

OrganIzatIOn pOsItIOn/tItle

address type:        HOme BusIness

unIt        street numBer street name

CIty/tOwn prOvInCe pOstal COde

HOme telepHOne  BusIness telepHOne (9-5) mOBIle telepHOne

emaIl date OF BIrtH* (yyyy/mm/dd)

*If you don't know your
nominee's year of birth,
please enter  0000.

http://orderofbc.gov.bc.ca
http://www.gg.ca/honours/
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Achievement Description (500 words maximum)
Provide a detailed description of your nominee’s achievements. This includes background information/history, 
achievements and the results they have had in the community, province or country. Note - this is on what the 
Advisory Council will base their evaluation. If this field is not complete (i.e. indicates “see attached CV”), your 
submission will be rejected. Tell us what you know and what you think is particularly noteworthy about your 
nominee’s service and achievements. You can include: 

• Examples of how they have demonstrated outstanding qualities.
• What they have done to make things better for others.
• What they have done that sets them apart.
• The role(s) or area(s) in which they have excelled.
• How well they’re known outside of British Columbia or Canada for their contributions.
• How their contribution has been sustained over a number of years.
• Evidence of other awards or recognition received by the nominee.

The statement should be typed and should not exceed one page (maximum 500 words).  You can also access our 
document “How to Write a Compelling Nomination”.

https://orderofbc.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/3/2017/06/how_to_write_a_compelling_nominationbc.pdf
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Testimonial Writers

testimonial Writer 1 - inClude the signed Written testimonial With this nomination form.

preFIx/salutatIOn    FIrst name last name (include post-nominals where applicable)

OrganIzatIOn pOsItIOn/tItle

HOme telepHOne  BusIness telepHOne (9-5) mOBIle telepHOne

emaIl

testimonial Writer 2 - inClude the signed Written testimonial With this nomination form.

preFIx/salutatIOn    FIrst name last name (include post-nominals where applicable)

OrganIzatIOn pOsItIOn/tItle

HOme telepHOne  BusIness telepHOne (9-5) mOBIle telepHOne

emaIl

The onus is on the nominator to ensure the nomination is complete. The nomination will not be considered 
until two testimonials, from two additional persons who can attest to the value and impact of the nominee’s 
achievements, have been received. All materials submitted become part of the nomination and thus become the 
property of the Honours and Awards Secretariat and will not be returned. Please, do not send in C.V.’s, multiple 
copies or bound versions. Do not send originals of important or official documents or photographs, as they will not 
be returned. All materials we receive will be kept confidential but may be disclosed to the nominee if requested. We 
reserve the right to limit the amount of supporting documentation accepted.
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Nominator Information

preFIx/salutatIOn    FIrst name last name (include post-nominals where applicable)

OrganIzatIOn pOsItIOn/tItle

address type:        HOme BusIness

unIt        street numBer street name

CIty/tOwn prOvInCe pOstal COde

HOme telepHOne  BusIness telepHOne (9-5) mOBIle telepHOne

emaIl

preFerred metHOd OF COmmunICatIOn emaIl telepHOne Canada pOst

Submitting Your Completed Application

Please review and acknowledge the following. The completed nomination form signed, testimonial letters, and any 
supporting material must be submitted electronically as one package by email to the Honours and Awards Secretariat 
at bchonoursandawards@gov.bc.ca. Note that supporters may be contacted to validate their testimonials. 

 F The Nominator (the person completing this form) is clearly identified and the contact information is 
complete to allow correspondence from the Honours and Awards Secretariat.

 F All questions about the nominee have been answered.

 F Two people or organizations have been identified for testimonial letters – testimonial letters must be 
signed. 

 F The Freedom of Information requirements as specified are understood.

http://www.gg.ca/honours/
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Feedback
Finally, to better understand our stakeholders, please answer the following questions:

1. HOw dId yOu Hear aBOut tHe Order OF BrItIsH COlumBIa?

Declaration
The B.C. government is committed to ensuring the privacy of your personal information.  The information on this form 
is collected under the authority of the Provincial Symbols and Honours Act [RSBC 1996 c.380] and Section 26(c) and 27(1)
(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act [RSBC 1996 c.165] and will help us to assess the eligibility and to
notify recipients of the Order of British Columbia. By submitting this form you are confirming that individuals who have
agreed to submit letters in support of this nomination have authorized you to provide their information as disclosed on this
form. If you have any questions about the collection, use or disclosure of this information, please contact the Honours and
Awards Secretariat at (250) 387-1616 or by e-mail at bchonoursandawards@gov.bc.ca. Knowledge of a proposed nomination
should be restricted to the individuals compiling the nomination.

 F I HereBy deClare tHat all tHe InFOrmatIOn prOvIded In tHIs applICatIOn Is true and aCCurate In every 
respeCt. I understand tHat tHe nOmInee wOuld Be denIed memBersHIp In tHe Order IF tHe InFOrmatIOn Is 
FOund tO Be InaCCurate FOr any reasOn.

2. wHat prOmpted yOu tO nOmInate?

 F event Or puBlIC FOrum

 F weBsIte

 F news medIa

F sOCIal medIa 

F wOrd OF mOutH

              RADIO STATION

3. HOw lOng Have yOu knOwn yOur nOmInee and wHat Is yOur relatIOnsHIp?

nOmInatOr sIgnature* date

* Electronic Signatures:
• Windows: Open the PDF in Adobe Reader and click the “Fill & Sign” button in the right pane
• Mac: Open the PDF in Preview, click the Toolbox button, then click “Sign”
• iPhone and iPad: Open the PDF attachment in Mail, then click “Markup and Reply” to sign

Nominators may submit this form directly from their own email address in lieu of  signing or applying an electronic signature. 

Email Form
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