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Reference: 267298 

October 26, 2021 

VIA EMAIL 

To Forest Licence and Tree Farm Licence Holders: 

I am writing to inform you of the approval of the Volume Attributions Policy.  Volume 
attributions are the transfer of harvested volumes between eligible licences subject to the 
prescribed requirements found under Division 5 of the Forest Act’s Cut Control Regulation.

A volume attribution is a stand-alone and discretionary decision made by the minister, who 
must also ensure that the attribution is not contrary to the public interest.  This decision cannot 
be pre-approved and may only be made after timber harvesting has been completed. 

Please be advised that the interpretation of when a volume attribution request can be accepted 
has changed.  Under this new interpretation, the minister cannot accept a volume attribution 
request from a licence holder if the licence is in an overharvest position at the time the request 
is submitted.  This will require licence holders to carefully manage harvest levels if future 
submission of volume attribution requests are planned.  This is a departure from the earlier 
interpretation where a licence holder’s overharvest position for the purpose of a volume 
attribution request was determined at the end of the licence cut control period.  

Also, as part of the recently announced Modernizing Forest Policy in British Columbia 
initiative, government will be engaging with interested parties to gather further input on how 
volume attributions might be improved moving forward into the future.   
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If you have any further questions, please contact Doug Kelly, Director, Forest Tenures Branch 
at (778) 974-2387, or Doug.Kelly@gov.bc.ca. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Fraser
Assistant Deputy Minister 

Attachment: Volume Attributions Policy 

pc: Rick Manwaring, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 

 Eamon O'Donoghue, Associate Deputy Minister of Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
    Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
 Diane Nicholls, Assistant Deputy Minister and Office of the Chief Forester 
 Mike Hykaway, Acting Assistant Deputy Minister, North Area 

Paul Rasmussen, Assistant Deputy Minister, South Area 
Craig Sutherland, Assistant Deputy Minister, Coast Area 
All Regional Executive Directors
All District Managers
Doug Kelly, Director, Forest Tenures Branch

 Michael Leeson, Senior Timber Tenures Forester, Forest Tenures Branch
 Susan Yurkovich, President and CEO, Council of Forest Industries 
 (yurkovich@cofi.org) 

Michael Armstrong, Executive Director, Council of Forest Industries 
(armstrong@cofi.org) 
Dan Battistella, General Manager, Forestry, Interior Lumber Manufacturers’ 
Association (dan.battistella@ilma.com) 
Brian McNaughton, Federation of BC Woodlot Associations (lone_tree@telus.net) 
Jennifer Gunter, Executive Director, BC Community Forest Association 
(jgunter@bccfa.ca)


