
Appendix 6 – Hepatitis C Testing Guide1

1	 BCCDC Hepatitis B Testing Guide (2018). Available from: www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/communicable-disease-control
2	 Automatic HCV RNA testing done as of January 13/20 on all first time anti-HCV reactive results, and previously anti-HCV reactive results where HCV RNA testing has never been 

done. Instructions will be provided on the BCCDC PHL lab result in situations where an additional EDTA tube is required for HCV RNA testing to be completed.
3	 False negatives may occur in the presence of major immunosuppression (e.g., HIV infection where CD4 + < 50 cells/mm3 and agammaglobulinemia). Order HCV RNA where 

appropriate.
4	 Instructions will be provided on the BCCDC PHL lab result to collect an EDTA tube for HCV RNA testing to confirm an initial HCV RNA ‘not detected’ result.
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Order HCV antibody
•	 Results in 3 days
•	 Window period for 

detection is 5-10 weeks

Equivocal
•	 Usually indicates a 

false positive
•	 Order HCV RNA 

to rule out active 
infection

Anti-HCV reactive
•	 Indicates prior exposure
•	 HCV RNA required to confirm active 

infection
•	 Antibodies usually persist for life.  

Do NOT repeat once positive.

Offer hepatitis 
A and B 

vaccines as 
appropriate

Order genotype
Results in 5-10 days

Anti-HCV  
non-reactive

HCV RNA4 
not detected

HCV RNA 
detected

No further testing if 
immune competent3

•	 Repeat anti-HCV annually 
if ongoing risk factors

No evidence of active infection
•	 HCV infection spontaneously cleared,  

or resolved as a result of treatment
•	 Repeat HCV RNA annually if ongoing  

risk factors, as reinfection can occur

Indicates active infection
To establish chronic infection, HCV RNA 
may be repeated in 6 months (25% of 
acute infections spontaneously clear)

•	 HCV RNA automatically done2

•	 Results in 5-10 days

Hep A and B 
immune status 
automatically 

done

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/communicable-disease-control

