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1. Purpose 

This document outlines strategies that health authorities may use find small water systems that have 
not been permitted as required by the Drinking Water Protection Act.  

2. Background 

There are likely many (possibly thousands) systems that meet the definition of a Water Supply System 
under the Drinking Water Protection Act that are unknown to the health authorities.  Many of the 
operators of these systems either do not know that they are subject to the Drinking Water Protection 
Act, or would prefer not to be regulated.   

Should health authorities have the resources to systematically find systems that have not been 
permitted, there are tools such as databases held by the Ministry of Water, Land and Resource 
Stewardship that health authorities could utilize. This document identifies these tools and provides 
basic procedures on how they may be used. The document also outlines other strategies that may 
assist in preventing new systems from falling outside of the regulatory process.   

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/01009_01
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3. Strategies to Find Un-Permitted Systems 
3.1. Use the Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship’s Water Licence 
Information System to find licences for water extraction. 

All surface water intakes should have a licence from the Ministry of Water, Land and Resource 
Stewardship, and information on such systems is found under the Water License Information System 
(WLIS). Health Authorities can use this database to search for systems that hold licences.   

Example procedure to find water supply systems that were issued water works licences since the 
beginning of 2009: 

a) Go to http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/wtrwhse/water_licences.input  
b) Under Purpose, from the dropdown menu choose Waterworks - other. 
c) Under New Licences or Applications from this date forward; enter the January 1, 2009 date like 

this: 20090101 
d) Click the Submit button 

This will produce a list of the new applications and licences for this purpose. 

This procedure can be done for other purposes or dates, and/or refined to include only specific 
geographical areas by selecting the watershed or water district drop down boxes.  

For a list of purposes involving water distribution systems for human consumption, see the Water Use 
Purpose Definitions as listed here: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-
water/water/water-rights/water_use_purpose_defns.pdf. 

3.2. Use the Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship’s Provincial Groundwater 
Wells and Aquifers (GWELLS) application to search for groundwater drinking water 
supply systems. 
The Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship has a well database that contains information 
submitted on a voluntary basis by well drillers. Health Authorities can use this database to search for 
systems that have been registered.   

Example Procedure to find wells that were drilled as drinking water supply systems in a given year: 

a) Go to https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/gwells/ 
b) Under Advanced Search, search by “All field match” and fill out any fields you wish to search by, 

i.e., Date of work, Land District or City.  
c) Under Additional Fields, add the Intended water use field and choose Water Supply System. 
d) Click the "Search" button.  

http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/wtrwhse/water_licences.input
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/water-rights/water_use_purpose_defns.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/water-rights/water_use_purpose_defns.pdf
https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/gwells/
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In the list of results, clicking on the Well Tag Number allows the user to pull up detailed information 
about the well, including the well construction report located in the Documents section. You can also 
export search results as an Excel or CSV file. 

Please note:  

• The GWELLS database does not distinguish between large or small drinking water supply systems. 
• Until recently, groundwater reports on WELLS were submitted to this database on a voluntary basis, 
and it does not represent all wells that may exist.  
• The WELLS database may have gaps in owner contact information.    


