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At least 179 lives lost to toxic drugs in B.C. in October 2022

VICTORIA — Preliminary reporting from the BC Coroners Service shows that illicit drugs have
caused the deaths of at least 1,827 British Columbians in the first 10 months of 2022.

“Despite the efforts of many, this public-health emergency continues to devastate families
thoughout our province,” said Lisa Lapointe, chief coroner. “The increased toxicity and
variability of the illicit drug supply has created an environment where everyone who uses
substances is at risk. This vulnerability is even greater for individuals who live outside the urban
centres where the limited number of safer supply programs are currently focused.”

Consistent with previous reporting, the data reflects the continued dangers that toxic drugs
pose to substance users throughout the province. The 179 British Columbians lost to illicit drug
toxicity in October 2022 equates to an average of approximately 5.8 deaths per day.

The reporting also further illustrates that the toxic drug crisis is impacting communities of all
sizes. Although 453 deaths this year have occurred in Vancouver, these deaths account for only
25% of lives lost in 2022. Prince George and Nanaimo have already recorded more illicit drug-
related deaths in 2022 than in any previous year, and both the Island and Northern health
authorities are currently trending toward record losses of life for the year.

Illicit drug toxicity is the leading cause of unnatural death in British Columbia and is second only
to cancers in terms of years of life lost. At least 10,688 British Columbians have been lost to
illicit drugs since the public-health emergency into substance-related harms was first declared
in April 2016.

"This is not a matter of choosing one approach over another,” Lapointe said. “The
recommendations from both the Standing Committee on Health and two BC Coroners Service
death review panels are clear: we must create a comprehensive continuum of care that
supports people with substance-use disorders, and we must improve access to evidence-based
options for treatment and recovery. Most importantly, as those reports recommended, it is
imperative that access to safer supply is available in all areas of the province.”

Additional key preliminary findings are below. Data is subject to change as additional toxicology
results are received:

+ In 2022, 70% of those dying were between the ages 30 and 59, and 78% were male.

« The townships reporting the highest number of illicit drug toxicity deaths in 2022 are
Vancouver, Surrey, and Greater Victoria.

« By health authority in 2022, the highest number of illicit drug toxicity deaths were in
Fraser and Vancouver Coastal health authorities (547 and 511 deaths, respectively),
making up 58% of all such deaths during 2022.



« By health authority in 2022, the highest rates of death have been in Northern Health (56
deaths per 100,000 individuals) and Vancouver Coastal Health (49 per 100,000). Overall,
the rate in B.C. is 42 deaths per 100,000 individuals in 2022.

« By Health Service Delivery Area, in 2022, the highest rates have been in Vancouver,
Northwest, Northern Interior, Thompson Cariboo and Fraser East.

» By Local Health Area, in 2022, the highest rates were in Lillooet, Cowichan Valley West,
Terrace, Alberni/Clayoquot and Merritt.

+ No deaths have been reported at supervised consumption or drug overdose prevention
sites.

« Analysis of post-mortem toxicology results shows no indication that prescribed safe
supply is contributing to illicit drug deaths regionally or provincially.

Learn More:

Illicit drug overdose death report (data to Oct. 31, 2022):
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-
divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/illicit-drug.pdf

Illicit drug toxicity: Type of drug data report (data to Aug. 31, 2022):
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-
divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/illicit-drug-type.pdf

Note: The lllicit drug toxicity: Type of drug data report will now be published quarterly.

BC Coroners Service Death Review Panel: A Review of lllicit Drug Toxicity Deaths:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-
divorce/deaths/coroners-service/death-review-

panel/review_of illicit_drug toxicity deaths 2022.pdf

Mode of Consumption Data — Knowledge Update:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/birth-adoption-death-marriage-and-
divorce/deaths/coroners-service/statistical/mode-of-consumption.pdf

BC Centre for Disease Control Knowledge update on hydromorphone and illicit drug toxicity
deaths:

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-
gallery/Documents/Statistics%20and%20Research/Statistics%20and%20Reports/Overdose/
2021.09.15 Knowledge%20Update Hydromorphone%20and%20drug%20toxicity%20

deaths.pdf

Toward the Heart: http://www.towardtheheart.com

Stop Overdose BC: https://www.stopoverdose.gov.bc.ca

BC Centre on Substance Use: http://www.bccsu.ca

Risk mitigation prescribing guidelines in the context of dual public-health emergencies:
https://www.bccsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Risk-Mitigation-in-the-Context-of-Dual-
Public-Health-Emergencies-v1.5.pdf

Lifeguard app:
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http://www.phsa.ca/about/news-stories/news-releases/2020-news/new-lifeguard-app-
launched-to-help-prevent-overdoses

BC Centre for Disease Control overdose response indicators:
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/overdose-response-indicators

BC Centre for Disease Control factsheet on etizolam:
https://towardtheheart.com/assets/uploads/1609802595WXFJCmRP6tulql04J8t6BzV
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