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Introduction 
Under the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management (code of practice), spreading of 
manure and other nutrient sources to land in high-precipitation areas is restricted at certain times. In 
2020, the B.C. Dairy Association raised concerns that compliance was only carried out when complaints 
were received; therefore, not getting a full compliance picture of the agricultural sector. Many of the 
complaints received were due to improper nutrient application during the no spreading and risk 
assessment periods. The decision was made to conduct a nutrient management compliance audit to 
ensure an objective compliance assessment of nutrient application. 

There were two goals of this audit: 

1. Assess compliance of nutrient application and management during the prohibited application 
and risk assessment periods in the Fraser Valley for all agricultural operations.   

2. Promote voluntary compliance and increase awareness of the new nutrient management 
planning requirements with the code of practice. 

 

Regulatory Oversight 
The sections of the code of practice that were examined in this audit were: 

Section 27(1): Nutrient sources must not be applied between November 1 and February 1. 

Section 27(2) & (4): Nutrient sources can only be applied in February, March or October if a risk 
assessment using the BC Application Risk Management (ARM) tool or other format required by a 
director has been prepared. Wood residue is exempt. 

 

Audit Preparation and Execution 
In fall 2022, all Fraser Valley agricultural associations were sent an email:  

• notifying them of the upcoming audit;  
• asking them to let their members know; and,  
• providing them with the electronic postcard (appendix 2) and brochure (appendix 1). 

Postcards and brochures were distributed to farmers by inspectors when they conducted agricultural 
inspections months in advance of the audit.  

To conduct the audit, inspectors drove the roads in the project area (figure 1). When it looked like 
nutrients were being applied on a farm, inspectors stopped and conducted an on-site inspection. Those 
found to be spreading nutrients were provided informational material; some were given an advisory.  

 

Sites Inspected 
The project area was broken into 12 polygons (figure 1) and inspectors were assigned a section each 
day. The 241.5 km2 inspection area was bordered by highway 11 to the west, highway 9 to the east, 
highway 1 to the north and the Canada-U.S. border to the south. 

https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c16cde73574c43da877674f423304ae9
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(Figure 1. Inspection area and polygons) 

 
Results 
During the inspection period, all farms in the inspection area were observed. It is estimated that 225 
farms were observed. Non-compliant nutrient spreading was observed during both the prohibited and 
risk assessment period.  

Number of times manure spreading was observed: 

January 24, 30, 31 (prohibited period)  3 
March 28, 29, 30 (risk assessment period) 12 

 

Discussion  
Inspectors successfully observed the entire audit area and spoke with those farmers willing to talk. 
Summary of inspectors’ observations: 

• Inspectors felt most farmers were aware of the requirements of the code of practice or rules 
around nutrient application. 

• There were a range of responses around the ARM tool. Some very aware of tool and using it, 
some aware and not using it, and some to not aware at all and required a demonstration of how 
the tool worked. 

• Some farmers were able to provide the risk assessment right away, some were able to provide 
on a subsequent day (which is within the requirements of providing within 5 days). 

• Farmers were uncertain of the consequences of not using it (compliance responses). 
• Some farmers were unwilling to speak to inspectors and drove away when approached. 

 



 
 
2023 agricultural environmental management nutrient application 

 
Recommendations 
Based on the results of the AEMCOP audit, it is recommended that there be increased education and 
outreach around: 

• using the ARM tool to identify risk of nutrient management in the agricultural sector 
• compliance and environmental consequences of not adhering to nutrient management 

requirements in the AEMCOP 
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Appendices 
Promotional materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Appendix 1- AEM Code Nutrient Management and Application 
Requirements Brochure 
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Appendix 2- Audit Notification Postcard 
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