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Winter barley is capable of being used as a cover crop, forage or brought to maturity for grain. It 
can produce high levels of biomass for forage production, ground cover or plow down.  It also has 
potential use as a spring seeded nurse crop as a component of a blend. Winter and spring barley 

belong to the same species but winter barley varieties tend to produce more biomass and often 
require exposure to a cold period for flowering.
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AREA & ADAPTABILITY

Winter Hardiness Zone  5-9

Winter barley is a suitab﻿le fall seeded
crop for areas of BC with milder winters

and/or adequate snow cover for
insulation. 
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Seeding Considerations 

Management Considerations 

References

Termination 

Disclaimer

Rate Drilled 

50-125 lbs/ac
(560-140 kg/ha) 

Rate Broadcast 

80-150 lbs/ac
(90-168 kg/ha) 

Depth

0.5-2 in
(1-5 cm) 

Frost
Seeding

No 

Minimum
Germination
Temperature

3°C 
(38°F) 

Seeds # 

6170 /lb
(13,600 /kg) 

When fall seeded, winter barley should be seeded earlier than other fall cereals by up to
two weeks to ensure enough growth to avoid winterkill. 

A range of winter barley varieties are available with 
characteristics including 2 row or 6 row heads, smooth 
or rough awns and various expected growth heights. 
Winterhardiness is a concern in much of BC with 
variable success in the southern interior. 

Cereals can accumulate nitrates after a period of stress 
(e.g. drought or killing frost) and/or high nitrate levels in 
the soil and should be tested before feed out. 

Dry Matter Yield 

2000 - 5000 lbs/acre 

2240 - 5600 kg/ha 

Winter barley can be terminated by tillage, mowing after stem elongation and by chemical
means. Though a biennial, it will still winterkill in the majority of the province and provide good
winterkilled mulch. 
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The information contained in this document is true and accurate to the best of our knowledge without guarantee or
warranty of its correctness or completeness. The content is intended to be a general guideline, but the performance of the
cover crop(s) may differ from what is described in the document depending on environment and farm operation and may
vary between years. The Government of British Columbia and its directors, agents, employees, or contractors will not be
liable for any claims, damages, or losses of any kind whatsoever arising out of the use of, or reliance upon, this information.
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