BlG BAR LANDSLIDE UPDATE

JULY 10, 2020

@ Response Webpage @ BC River Forecast

ONGOING ONSITE OPERATIONS

A larger than usual snowpack, combined with ex-
tremely wet conditions this spring and summer in
the Upper Fraser region, have resulted in historic
high river conditions across much of British
Columbia.

As levels peaked along the Fraser River, the persis-
tent flooding conditions necessitated the relocation
of sensitive equipment to higher ground and tempo-
rarily suspended the use of fish passage systems.
Fish have also stopped migrating due to river
volumes.

Although work on the Whooshh Passage Portal™
electrical and mechanical systems is temporarily
halted, crews continued progress in other areas. To
accommodate the high water conditions, they con-
structed a new pad at a higher elevation for the
Whooshh™ control system container and raised the
grade of some of the roadways.

Updates from the BC River Forecast Centre are being
closely monitored as Upper Fraser flood forecasts
continue to fluctuate. The team will resume alterna-
tive fish passage operations as soon as the river re-
turns to more moderate flow levels.

MONITORING UPDATE

Due to the flooding conditions in the last week, fish
are holding downstream of the slide site. As a result,

few were observed by the hydroacoustic stations
and none were captured to apply new radio tags. No
sockeye have been observed below the slide site.

UPDATE CONTINUES ON PAGE 2
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TOP: Construction of a new elevated pad for Whooshh™ con-
trol system container.

BOTTOM: Sensitive Whooshh Passage Portal™ equipment was
moved to higher ground as high water levels persist at the site.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
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ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE

Operations at the French Bar Creek Holding Facility are temporarily paused due to high water. The two
chinook moved from French Bar to the hatchery in Vanderhoof are doing well.

SALMON COUNTS AVAILABLE ONLINE

Salmon counts at the Big Bar landslide site can now be found on the DFO website. The data highlights fish
movement at and above the slide site and will be published daily. The statistics include the number of fish
radio tagged and those using alternative passage systems. The emergency enhancement data will also
identify the number of chinook and sockeye that have been selected for broodstock on a weekly basis.

NOTE: During moderate flows in 2019, fish moved from the slide site to a monitoring station 40 km up-
stream within two to three days. In 2020, migration timing is expected to vary greatly during periods of
high flows. Further details on timing will be available when water levels permit additional radio tagging.
The daily numbers show counts at the Churn Creek sonar station that have been statistically expanded to
show full counts.

BIG BAR SALMON COUNTS
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water conditions.

PICTURED: Some roadway grades were raised to accommodate high
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pacific-smon-pacifique/big-bar-landslide-eboulement/smon-count-denombrement-eng.html

