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Disclaimer

This report is rendered solely for the use of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MQOTI) in connection with the Dunn Lake Road Widening (the Project), and no person
may rely on it for any other purpose without Estsék’ Environmental Services LLP’s (Estsek’)
prior written approval. Should a third party use this report without Estsék’'s approval, they
may not rely upon it. Estsék’ accepts no responsibility for loss or damages suffered by any
third party as a result of decisions made or actions taken based on this report.

The objective of this report is to address the following scope requirement:

e ConductaPhase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (Phase 1 ESA) in support of MOTI
Section 35 for Dunn Lake Road project as described in site plans provided by MOTI
(email December 3, 2015).

The Phase 1 ESA was conducted using due care, diigence, and judgement in
accordance with CSA standards (2001), the Environmental Management Act and other
pertinent legislation of the Province of BC. The findings and conclusions regarding
contamination of the subject property are based solely on the extent of observations and
information gathered during this Phase 1 ESA, and do not guarantee that the property
has or has not been subject to contamination, but aims to reduce uncertainties regarding
the potential for property contamination. Where the potential for contamination has
been identified, further reduction or elimination of uncertainty may require additional
investigation.

We applied accepted professional practices and standards in developing and
interpreting data obtained by our field measurement, sampling, and observation. While
we used accepted professional practices in interpreting data provided by MOTI or third
party sources we did not verify the accuracy of data provided by MOTI or third party
sources.

This report should be considered as a whole and selecting only portions of the report for
reliance may create a misleading view of our opinions.

No on-site testing, sampling, or analysis of soils, water, wastes, air, or other materials was
conducted. Field observations were limited by environmental conditions. The assessment
was requested by the client in winter and therefore some of the field observations
occurred after fresh snowfall with snow depths of 2 to 5 cm.

Geo-referenced points and limits of the Project could not be provided by MOTI at the
time of assessment. As a result, we do not guarantee that the geographical scope of the
Phase 1 ESA corresponds exactly with the plans provided. Requirements for additional
assessment due to discrepancies will be considered additional works, outside of the
scope of this Phase 1 ESA.
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1.0 Heading 1

Estsék’ Environmental Services LLP (Estsék’) was retained by the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure (MOTI) to conduct a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) in
accordance with requirements of the Dunn Lake Road Widening project (the Project).
MOTI proposes to widen the existing Dunn Lake Road for approximately 12 km (10U
699114 E 5680610 N to 10U 698227 E 5692300; Figure 1) and requires acquisition of lands
outside of the current MOTI right-of-way. This portion of Dunn Lake Road is through
Simpcw First Nation (formerly North Thompson IR 1) north of Barriere, BC.

The purpose of this Phase 1 ESA is to identify potential for contaminated sites within the
Project area and provide an overview of other environmental concerns. The Project area
has been defined as:

e The existing MOTI right-of-way (ROW), and

e Parcels of land identified for acquisition by MOTI in support of the Project
(Appendix 1).

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 1
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Figure 1. Project location map
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1.1 Project Information

The Phase | ESA was conducted in accordance with the Canadian Standards Association
(CSA) 2768-94 guidelines (CSA, 2001), and with the principles of a Phase | Preliminary Site
Investigation as prescribed by the Contaminated Sites Regulation (Part 14, B.C. Reg.
375/96), the Environmental Management Act, Chapter 12 of the Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development Canada (AANDC) Land Management Manual, and other
pertinent legislation of the Province of BC.

The objective of the Phase 1 ESA was to assess the potential for presence of
contaminants, hazardous materials, waste materials of a deleterious nature, or other
environmental concerns present within the Project area. The assessment included:

1. Review of the Project corridor along Dunn Lake Road to identify potential
contaminated sites or areas of concern;

2. For sites identified as potentially contaminated, collection of relevant property
information including site description, physical and environmental setting,
historical use, current site uses, and neighbouring properties;

3. Interviews with suitable individuals to obtain background information on current
and past land uses;

4. A records review of the properties in the Project area including site registry and
request of Land Status Reports or a Parcel Abstract Report;

5. A site visit to conduct investigations and search for evidence of possible
contamination or environmental impairment; and

6. Reporting on findings and detailing opinion with respect to the likelihood of
contamination within the Project area.

The findings and opinion with respect to the likelihood of contamination are based solely
on the extent of observations and information gathered during the Phase | ESA, and do
not guarantee that the property is or has not been subject to contamination, and aims
to reduce uncertainties regarding the potential for property contamination. The scope
of work excluded sampling of soil, groundwater, and/or soil vapour.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 3
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2.0 Site Profile

2.1 General Site Description

The Project areais located north of Barriere, BC adjacent to the existing Dunn Lake Road.
All of the properties assessed are within the Simpcw First Natfion Reserve, or North
Thompson IR T (No. 07186), and at present are primarily residential areas and agricultural
lands. One location had previously been a sawmill site and is now the site of Simpcw
Resources Ltd. LLP office and storage yard.

2.2 Legal Property Descriptions

All properties associated with the proposed Project are registered with the Simpcw First
Nation in the Indian Lands Registry System as being a part of the North Thompson IR 1.
Individual parcel identifiers have been registered for certain properties and associated
uses. A Certificate of Possession (CP) indicates that a parcel, not necessarily legally
surveyed, has been registered with a member of the Simpcw First Nation for their
infended use. A list of CPs within the indicated Project area anticipated to be involved in
lands acquisition was assembled (Section 2.2.1).

2.2.1 Certificate of Possession (CPs) parcels

Based on the Project plans provided, there are four CP holders within the Project area
likely to be affected by the Project:

o LOT 64-2 RSBC 2126 PIN: 202515850
e LOT 73 CLSR 66587 PIN: 90200905

e LOT 77 CLSR 66587 PIN: 902014355

e LOT 66-1 RSBC 3808R PIN: 902516896

Parcel Abstracts are provided for each of these CP holder properties (Appendix 2). These
lands have been used primarily for agricultural or residential uses (Table 1).

Table 1. Historic site use of CP Holder properties

Year Legal Description Land Use
1982 — Present LOT 77 CLSR 66587 Agriculture
2005 — Present LOT 64-2 RSBC 2126 Agriculture
1996 — Present LOT 73 CLSR 66587 Agriculture
2005 — Present Lot 66-1 RSBC 3808R Agriculture
Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 4
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2.3 Historical Use

Historical anthropogenic uses of the land within or adjacent to the Project area have
included:

e Traditional Use — gathering, hunting, fraditional cultural use;
e Agriculture — pasture and hayfields;

e Residential development;

e Industrial — sawmill’;

e Industrial - shop and equipment yard;

e Band Office;

e School;

e Fire Hall;

e Recreation - baseball park;

e Transfer Station —road access; and

e Roads and rights-of-way.

url.

Figure 2. Aerial view of old sawmill site, facing east (circa 2005)

! Between 1992-2009, Simpcw Development Corporation owned and operated a sawmill on the site that is
now leased by Simpcw Resources Limited LLP (SRL) and has been identified within this report for further
investigation (Figure 2). For clarification purposes, this land will be referred to in this report as the “old sawmill
site”. The site had once supported a sawmill and included the use of vehicles, machinery, fuel storage, and
a refuelling station and is considered industrial use of the property.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 5
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As part of the assessment, persons familiar with the property were contacted to obtain

background information on use and activities. Persons consulted are summarized in Table
2.

Table 2. Persons interviewed and/or consulted regarding the old sawmill property

Name Title Organization ,\ﬁ’;zzr Purpose
Sam Phillips, RPF General Simpcw 250.851.1691 | Historical
Manager Resources-SRG information
Nathan Matthew General Simpcw Dev. 250.851.6054 | Historical
Manager Corp. Information
2.4 Current Site Uses

Current anthropogenic uses of the land within or adjacent to the Project area include:
e Tradifional Use — gathering, hunting, cultural use;
e Agriculture (pasture and hayfields);

e Residential development;

e Industrial - shop and equipment yard?;
e Industrial -=SRL LLP office and yard;

e Band Office;

e School;

e Fire Hall;

e Recreation - baseball park;

e Transfer Station — and road access; and

e Roads and rights-of-way.
2.5 Environmental Setting and Sensitivities

2.5.1 Environmental Overview

The Project is located in the Interior Douglas Fir very dry hot subzone Thompson Variant
(IDFxh2). The IDFxh2 subzone is found at lower elevations of the Nicola and Lower
Thompson watersheds between 400 and 1,200 m elevations. Mean annual precipitation
ranges from 30 to 42 cm with snow depths rarely exceeding 50 cm. The IDFxh subzone

2 Since 2013, SRL LLP has been leasing the old sawmill site from Simpcw First Nation. SRG has two offices,
storage shed, vehicles, and three shipping container storage units. The portion of the property on the west
side of Dunn Lake Road is leased to Chinook Cove Contracting, which is a construction/logging company.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 6
Prepared by Estsek’ Environmental Services LLP



Dunn Lake Road Widening Project February 2016

natural disturbance regime includes frequent wildfires. Substantial growing season
moisture deficits are common in the IDF and frosts can occur at any time (Meidinger and
Pojar, 1991).

2.5.2

A query of Provincial databases was done to identify watercourses in the vicinity (Table
3). Field crew surveyed the Project area to verify stream locations and identify other
watercourses or water features not identified in the queried databases.

Streams and Adjacent Water Bodies

Table 3. Watercourses within the Project area

i) Description UTM Coordinates Status
Code
129- North Thompson Various — does not Runs to the East of Dunn
River intersect Project. NT Lake Road
fributaries intersect the
Project
129-227200 Skowootum Creek 10U 698605E 5684037N Possible connectivity to
North Thompson River, no
fish data available
129-241800 Newhykulston (Coal) | 10U 698743E 5689099N Possible connectivity to
Creek North Thompson River, no
fish data available
129-251100 Kikwilli Creek 10U 698732E 5689546N Possible connectivity to
North Thompson River, no
fish data available
129-254600 Chu Chua (Timber) 10U 698227E 5692300N Connectivity  to  North
Creek Thompson River, North
end of project, no fish
data available

Source: Habitat Wizard (2015)

253

The Conservation Data Centre (CDC) BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer (BCSEE) web
tool was used to query Provincially Red- and Blue-listed plants, animals, and ecological
communities as well as those protected by the federal Species At Risk Act (SARA) with
potential to occur within, or near, the Project. Query result summaries are provided in the
sections below.

Species at Risk

2.53.1

Fifty-four Red- or Blue-listed flora, or plant, species were identified as potentially occurring
in the IDF or IDFxh, five of which are also SARA-listed (BC CDC, 2015; Appendix 3).

Flora Species at Risk

2.53.2

The BCSEE was queried for listed ecological communities with potential to occur in the
IDFxh2 and the Kamloops Forest District. Query results indicated potential for 7 Red- or

Rare and Endangered Ecological Communities

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment
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Blue-listed ecological communities to occur within, or near, the Project area (Appendix
4).

The Project area is surrounded by agricultural lots and fenced-off areas such as pasture
and existing MOTI ROW. There are no parklands or protected areas close to the site.

2533 Wildlife Species at Risk

Forty-two species of Red- and Blue-listed wildlife were identified as having potential to
occur within the IDF and the Kamloops Forest District, and thus within or near the Project
(CDC 2015; Appendix 5). Additionally, one mapped known occurrence of species at risk
overlaps the Project area: Polygon 86238 — American Badger.

The American Badger (Taxidea taxus) is Provincially Red-listed. The American Badger
occurrence generally follows along the South Thompson River east to Little Shuswap Lake
and then south to Kamloops to approximately Shumway Lake. On the west the
occurrence roughly follows Kamloops Lake and the Tranquille River to Deadman River
and north along the North Thompson River to Clearwater. It represents 350 records of
American Badger sightings, road kills, and burrows (BC CDC, 2015).

2.6 Archaeological Site

One Archaeological site was identified at UTM Location 10U 698454E; 5687853N. The
Referrals Department at Simpcw First Nation was contacted and confirmed the site is
registered with the Remote Access Archaeological Database (RAAD). The site is
protected through the Conservation Heritage Act and the Simpcw Cultural Heritage
Policy — Adopted September 2015.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 8
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3.0 Records Review

3.1 Background Research

Parcel Abstract Reports for the CP properties were obtained from the Indian Lands
Registry System through the Simpcw First Nation Housing Officer and Membership Clerk
(Appendix 2). The Simpcw Lands Manager provided a letter indicating that Parcel
Abstract Reports were unable to be generated for properties owned or registered to
Simpcw First Nation. This letter is included in Appendix 2.

3.2 Property Permits, Orders, or Notifications Related to Subject Property

The Parcel Abstract Report stated there were no Easements/Permits or related
instfruments affecting the PINs. No other information relating to nofifications or orders were
found.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 9
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4.0 Site Visit

Site visits were completed on December 16, 2015, January 18, 2016, and January 21, 2016.
The three site visits were completed by Estsék’ Environmental Technician Shelly Loring. The
weather during the inspections was cloudy (between 70 to 100% cloud cover) and
temperatures were between 3.0°C and -4°C. The ground was covered with 2 to 5 cm of
SNOW.

Three site visits involved a visual review of the surfaces along the Project including the
presence of suspect materials. Ground surveys were conducted to assess potential for
conditions to adversely affect (or contaminate) the soil, surface water, or ground water
and other environmentally sensitive areas. Select photographs taken during the site visits
are provided in Appendix 6.

4.1 Field Observations

4.1.1 Project Area Overview

The Project corridor consists of open agriculture fields with corridors of treed forest
between the surrounding properties and the river. There are several residential homes
and three subdivisions along Dunn Lake Road. There are two structures that are in
relatively close proximity to Dunn Lake Road: the Cyprian Joseph Ball Park and the Chu
Chua Volunteer Fire Department. On the North Thompson Indian Reserve No. 1 (Simpcw
First Nation) there are two residential homes that are also in close proximity to the road.
Anthropogenic disturbance was common throughout the Project area. Disturbances
included hay fields, pasture land, farmland, roads, residential areas, and road rights-of-
way.

4.1.2 Roads and Rights-of-Way

The Project is approximately 12 km in length. Several driveways, residences, and
residential subdivisions and right-of-way access roads were observed.

A CN right-of-way is situated between the Dunn Lake Road and the North Thompson
River. Dunn Lake Road does not cross over the CN tracks at any point.

4.1.3 Vegetation

The Project area included forested areas, agricultural lands, and wetlands. Field crews
documented trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides), willow shrub (Salix ssp.), black
hawthorn (Crataegus douglasii), red osier dogwood (Cornus sericeaq), rose (Rosa spp.).
alder (Alnus spp.), herbs, and pasture grasses. The forested sites were dominated by
trembling aspen, lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta var. latifolia), Douglas fir (Pseudotfsuga
menziesii) and western redcedar (Thuja plicata) with various shrubs and herbs species
found in the understory.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 10
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4.1.4 Wildlife Observations

During the site visits, one Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) was observed flying out of
the cavity of a wildlife tree beside Dunn Lake Road. A mineral lick was also recorded that
indicated heavy wildlife use.

Evidence of American Badger use was not detected during the three site visits. However,
in the summer of 2015, Shelly Loring observed an American Badger along Dunn Lake
Road and within the Project area. The species is highly mobile with home ranges reaching
up to several hundred kilometres (Klafki, 2012; Hoodicoff, 2003 and 2005). It is reasonable
to assume badgers could inhabit the area. Although there were no specific wildlife
sightings at the time of this survey, the forested area could be used as a wildlife corridor
with co-habitation with local livestock.

4.1.5 Environmental Areas of Interest

Field reconnaissance and investigations were completed and summarized in Table 4. The
entire length of the Project was surveyed and additional focus was put on areas of
interest where additional site-specific information was collected.

Table 4. Areas of interest and waypoints within the Project area

UTM Location:

Zone 10U Concerns

Kilometre Description

(km + M) Easting | Northing

0+ 00 699114 | 5680610 Point of commencement. South | No concerns to note.

boundary of North Thompson
Indian Band IR No. 1

0+ 600 698992 | 5681248 | Seasonal spring on E. side of

DLRS3. Spring flows to wetland NE
along DLR.

Recommend  Amphibian
and Rare plants surveys of
the wetland N.E. of spring
prior to construction. Ensure
proper drainage is
maintained.

0+ 850 698906 | 5681408 Wetland, East side of DLR, ~4
hectares,  well established
hydro-phytic plants. On W. side
of DLR there is a culvert under
CN tracks. Could not locate a

culvert along DLR.

Recommend  Amphibian
Survey prior to construction.
Maintain proper drainage.

2+ 200 698595 | 5682716 Badger sighting in June 2015 on | Recommend Badger

E. bank along DLR. On W. side of
DLR, it is primarily hayfields.

presence/non-detection
and den surveys.

3+075

698705

5683557

Wetland, E. side DLR,
hectares. Water present year-
round. Well established
hydrophytic plants. Connects to

~0.7

Recommend  Amphibian
and Rare plants surveys.
Maintain proper drainage.

3 DNR = Dunn Lake Road

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment
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Kilometre
(Km + M)

UTM Location:
Zone 10U

Description

Concerns

Easting

Northing

culvert that flows to man-made
sump on W side of DLR.

3+ 100

698686

5683636

Man-made sump on W side of
DLR. Built to water livestock
pasturing in hayfield. Size ~15m L
X ~10m W. A 300 mm culvert
feeds the sump.

Recommend proper
drainage is maintained pre-
and post-construction.

3+ 500

698605

5684037

Skowootum Creek and road
crossing (2 side by side culverts)

Recommend proper
drainage is maintained.

3+ 600

698608

5684071

S.  boundary of Simpcw
Resources Ltd (SRL). Entrances
on both E. & W. sides of DLR to
properties. The site  was
previously used by Simpcw
Development Corp (SDC) as a
Sawmill). Property on W. side of
DLR is leased to local
Construction Co. Potential for
contamination due to historical
and present day use (sawmill
and fuel storage).

Recommend further
investigation.

3+ 750

698527

5684204

Old sawmill site centre point.
Property was previously Simpcw
Development Corporation
(SDC). Currently, on W side of
DLR is a shop and heavy
equipment. Site is leased. E side
of DLR is the administration
offices equipment storage for
SRG. Fuelling tank observed
~50m on E. side DLR. Both
properties (E and W of DLR)
have potential contamination
due to historical and present
use. Snow covered (2 to 5cm)
hindered visual detection of
contamination.

Recommend further
investigation when snow is
melted.

698502

5684289

N. boundary of leased yard on
W. side of DLR. Buildings and
equipment observed on site: 1
large shop, decommissioned
vehicles, heavy equipment, old
fuel tanks, hydraulic buckets
and logs. Suspect hydrocarbon
contamination.

Recommend further
investigation of the
property. Was not able to
complete full investigation
due to snow covered
ground.

698498

5684011

S. boundary of leased yard on
W. side of DLR. The length of the
W. property is ~275mLX~200 m

further
leased

Recommend
investigation  of

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment
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Kilometre UTI;IO:.,oec;'J Jﬁn' Description Concerns
(Km + M) " R
Easting | Northing

W. Skowootum Creek is ~15m | property  for  potential
from the southern edge of the | contaminants.
property. S. end of property
slopes toward the creek.
Ground cover is wood chips.

4+00 698653 | 5684412 N. boundary of SRG. Ground | Recommend further site
cover is wood chips and | investigation for buried
observed a few old logs. contaminants.

4+ 00 698365 | 5684412 W. side of DLR, seasonal | Recommend proper
wetland. Approx 4 ha along | sediment and  erosion
DLR. During high water/freshet | control and ensure
the area fills with water. appropriate  drainage s

maintained.

6 + 300 698605 | 5684442 | Simpcw Transfer Station, E. side | Recommend additional
of DLR. Historically “the dump” | investigation at this site.
was an open pit disposal site.

Site is 55m from the road.
Potentfial leaching of waste
material into surrounding soil.

7 + 400 698471 | 5687649 Observed large wildlife tree and | Recommend further
two smaller wildlife trees with | surveys and preservation of
multiple cavities 5 m from | trees for wildlife use.
roadside. One Northern Flicker
flew out of cavity in tree.

7 + 600 698454 | 5687853 | Archaeological Site. Site is | Recommend no
protected under the | disturbance fo the site.
Conservation Heritage Act and
the Simpcw Cultural Heritage
Policy - 2015.

7 + 900 698453 | 5688162 | Wildlife mineral lick, E. side of | Recommend no
DLR. Observed several deep | disturbance and not widen
cavities and ftrails. Site is well | at  this site.  Consider
used. impacts of construction to

wildlife.

8 + 200 698572 | 5688561 Wetland-swamp on W. side of | Recommend minimal
DLR, well established | disturbance fo the
hydrophytic vegetation, several | wetland/swamp. Widen on
wildlife trees, nest cavities and | East side of DLR.
dormant nests observed. Length
of siteis ~175 m.

8 + 500 S.  Simpcw  Main  Reserve | No concerns to note.
residential area starts.

8 + 900 698743 | 5689099 Newhykulston  Creek, flows | Recommend proper
seasonly, one 1,800mm culvert. | drainage is maintained.

9+ 100 698759 | 5689217 Historic irrigation channel, one | Recommend proper
400 mm culvert crosses DLR. drainage is maintained.

9 + 400 698732 | 5689546 | Kikwilli Creek, one 1,200mm | Recommend drainage is
culvert across DLR, At outlet of | Mainfained.
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Kilometre UTI;IO:.,oec;'J Jﬁn' Description Concerns
(Km + M) " R
Easting | Northing

culvert, a second culvert runs in
ditch line under Coal Creek Cr.

9 + 500 N. Simpcw Main  Reserve | No concerns fo note.
residential area ends.

10 + 300 698619 | 5690473 E. side DLR, flowing seepage, | Recommend proper
flows in ditch line ~20 m to a | drainage is maintained.
culvert at 10 + 325

10 + 325 698619 | 5690492 E. side DLR seepage flows from | Recommend proper
mountain side. One 300 mm | drainage is maintained.
culvert across DLR

10 + 700 698590 | 5690855 E. side DLR seepage flowing. | Recommend proper
Observed Two 600 mm culverts | drainage is maintained.
across DLR.

11+ 150 698426 | 5691301 E. side of DLR seepage flows in | Recommend proper
ditch line to culvert at 11 + 300. | drainage is maintained.
Observed hydrophytic plants in
ditch line.

11+ 300 698433 | 5691422 E. side of DLR seepage flows to | Recommend  Amphibian
one 400 mm culvert across DLR | and Rare Plant Surveys prior
and info a wetland located in a | fo commencement of work
hayfield approx. 150m from | and proper drainage must
roadside be maintained.

12 + 200 698227 | 5692300 Point of Termination (POT) - | Recommend proper
North boundary North | drainage is maintained.
Thompson Indian Band IR No. 1. | Determine construction
POT is S. of Chu Chua Creek. | boundary and avoid
Creek flows seasonally during | potential impacts to Chu
freshet. Creek has connectivity | Chua Creek.
fo North Thompson River.

4.2 Old Sawmill Site
4.2.1 Topographic Condition

The old sawmill site on the east side of Dunn Lake Road is located on a bench at the base
of a mountain. The property slopes downward toward Dunn Lake Road.

On the west side of Dunn Lake Road, the property is slightly down-sloped toward the CN
Railway. On the south end of the property is Skowootum Creek.

4.2.2 Fill

In 2013, the Subject Property was subject to re-contouring with existing soil and wood
chips from the decommissioned sawmill. It was indicated that no fill material or wood
chips were removed from the site after the sawmill was decommissioned. The current SRG
site is situated on top of this material.
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423 Air Emissions

No air emissions or possible sources of air emissions were observed.

4.2.4 Hazardous Materials

Hazardous material and hydrocarbons were observed at the old sawmill site. Suspect
hydrocarbon contamination will require further investigation.

4.2.5 Storage Tanks/Containers

Interviewees confirmed that a fuel storage tank was located on the old sawmill site where
the SRG yard is currently. That particular tank was removed and replaced with a new fuel
storage unit which services SRG equipment, mostly trucks and ATV/UTVs.

On land west of Dunn Lake Road that is currently leased by Chinook Cove Contracting,
a decommissioned fuel tank was observed on-site. Also observed were hydraulic
buckets, decommissioned vehicles and heavy equipment, a large shop, and shipping
container storage. Hydrocarbon contamination is suspected at this site.

4.2.6 Odours

No suspect odours were detected during site visits at any locations within or near the
Project area.

427 Special Attention ltems

No items of special attention (e.g., asbestos/formaldehyde insulation) were noted
beyond that which has been described in Section 4.2.

4.3 Interview/Questionnaire Results

Several individuals familiar with the old sawmill site were questioned about the historical
and current uses of the area. Responses are provided in Appendix 7 and a summary of
responses is provided below.

1. The use of the property has historically been:
a. Simpcw Development Corporation (Sawmill); and

2. To the best of the individuals interviewed as part of the assessment’s knowledge,
there has been:

b. No known spills or environmental issues associated with the Subject
Property; and
c. No hazardous wastes generated by the Property’s activities.

Final Report: Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Page 15
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4.4 Neighbouring Properties

There is a low possibility that neighbouring properties could be contaminating or
impacting the Subject Property. The surrounding properties are primarily agriculture fields
and forested land.
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5.0 Conclusions

A Phase | ESA for the Dunn Lake Road Widening Project was completed in accordance
with CSA standards (2001), the Contaminated Sites Regulation, the Environmental
Management Act, and other pertinent legislation of the Province of British Columbia.

Background information searches provided information used to guide field investigations.
Interviews with Simpcw First Nation community/residential members were conducted
and provided valuable historical information on land uses within the Project area.

The information for the Dunn Lake Road Widening Project and Subject Property obtained
for the review was a Parcel Abstract Report obtained from Arnold Baptiste, Manager,
Simpcw First Nation Housing, Membership, and Lands Department. No on-site testing,
sampling, or analysis of soils, water, wastes, air, or other materials were conducted. Based
on these observations and interviews, the following conclusions have been made:

e Two sites, Simpcw Resources Limited LLP (historically Simpcw Development
Corporation old sawmill site) and the Simpcw Transfer station, have been identified
as requiring further testing and examination to confirm or negate potential
contamination.

e Past use of the old sawmill site included milling, heavy equipment operations,
fuelling station, and sawmill products and materials storage.

e There are historical and present-day fuel storage tanks and refuelling stations
located on the old sawmill site.

It is the opinion of Estsék’, based on information gathered from the Phase | ESA, that the
Subject Property currently presents likelihood of land and groundwater contamination
from internal or external sources at certain locations (described above). Further
investigation may be required to confirm presence or absence of contamination within
the proposed Project area at sites noted above.
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APPENDIX 1

PLAN OF SURVEY OF DUNN LAKE ROAD WIDENING PROJECT
THROUGH NORTH THOMPSON INDIAN RESERVE NO. 1
(SIMPCW FIRST NATION IR NO. 1)
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