
1 
 

 

Wild Aquatic Plant Harvest Plan Proposal 

Guidebook 

 

This guidebook is intended to provide helpful advice for people applying to harvest wild aquatic plants 

for commercial purposes or for personal use greater than 100 kg. Helpful hints can be found 

throughout this guidebook including useful links and mapping information.  

All harvesters must submit a completed harvest plan proposal to be considered for a wild aquatic 

plant harvest licence. 
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General Information: 
Information included in the harvest plan proposal will be included as your management plan if you are 

successful in obtaining an aquatic plant harvest licence. You must adhere to the information included in 

the harvest plan proposal. Harvest plan proposals are included in referral packages to First Nations for 

consultation.  

If you need any help or clarification of any of the components of the guidebook please contact 

AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca  

Please note: filled out components of the harvest plan proposal and included as screen grabs below in 

the guidebook have been made up although locations may be real places. 

The application is a fillable PDF which can be filled out on your computer using a free adobe 

application which can be downloaded here. 

mailto:AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca
https://helpx.adobe.com/ca/reader/get-started.html
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Section 1: Harvester Experience 

 

Fill out the first section clearly, this should match the information you included on the harvest licence 

application. 

 

Please fill out this section to the best of your ability. Include any relevant information. For example, if 

you have previous experience harvesting aquatic plants under a wild aquatic plant harvester licence, 

include how long you have been harvesting aquatic plants for, and what you do to follow the conditions 

of licence. If you are training new employees please describe how you will train the employees. How 

often will you work with them in the field, how will you ensure they know how much of a kelp bed they 

can harvest, and any other activities you will do with them to ensure the sustainable harvest of the 

species you are requesting harvest licences for.  
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Section 2: Distribution and Quantity 
 

  

You will need to fill out a harvest plan proposal for each group of species that you are proposing to 

harvest and for each DFO management area. For example, if you are applying to harvest Nereocystis 

luetkeana, bull kelp, (Group 1) and Alaria marginata, winged kelp, (Group 2) from DFO management 

area 23, you must submit a separate harvest area proposal for bull kelp (Group 1) and winged kelp 

(Group 2).  If you are applying to harvest Macrocystis pyrifera from DFO management area 17 and DFO 

management area 14, you must submit a separate harvest area proposal for DFO management area 17 

and DFO management area 14. However, if your harvest methods are highly different between species 

we recommend that you submit an individual proposal for each species.  
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When to fill out this table: 

• Only fill out section 2 question 2 and 3 if you are requesting to harvest species in Group 1,7, or 8.  

• If you are proposing to harvest species in groups 2-6 or 9 you can skip filling out the table.  

How to fill out this table: 

• Start by filling out the table with information about kelp beds you are more confident to be 

harvesting from and indicate if any beds are “back-up” beds you will only harvest if your initial 

bed choices are diminished in size, looking unhealthy, or if there are other reasons you can’t 

harvest from them. This can be indicated by adding “back-up” to the bed # column. 

• If there are beds you can’t harvest from that you typically do, please indicate this in an email to 

AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca.    

mailto:AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca


5 
 

• Be sure to estimate the size of each bed you are proposing to harvest from. If you can collect 

GPS points from the corners of the beds that is even better. This can be submitted to the 

AquaticPlants.Courtney@gov.bc.ca email address separately.  

• If you are intending to harvest from more than 5 beds, there are additional tables in Appendix 1. 

Continue with the numbering for bed # if you need to use the additional tables for the same 

species. 

• Indicate if aquatic plant density per bed is low, medium, or high. When determining this please 

visually estimate the coverage of aquatic plant across the entire bed as described by the size 

indicated in the table. High density is roughly 70-100% across the majority of the bed. Medium is 

40-69% across the majority of the bed. Low is less than 40 % across the majority of the bed. If 

half of the bed is roughly a medium and half of the bed is low you can include both.   

Nereocystis density estimation examples  

 

Diagram modified from the MaPP monitoring methods. 

mailto:AquaticPlants.Courtney@gov.bc.ca
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Reminder: Your condition of licence will indicate the percentage of the bed you can harvest and this 

amount should be spread over the entire bed. For example, removing the top 1 meter of Macrocystis 

along a path as you float through the bed, moving over 10 meters and collecting along another path 

until you have harvested from 20% of the bed. 

Section 3: Harvesting Methods 

 

Please fill this out completely with as much information about your vessel as possible (if applicable). This 

information is for monitoring purposes and may be shared with natural resources staff. 

 

 

This table must be filled out for all species which you are proposing to harvest. We have provided some 

examples below. 
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Harvest Location: 

• If you are proposing to harvest species in group 1,7 or 8 the harvest location listed should match 

up with the bed numbers that were used in Section 2 Part 2.  

• If you are proposing to harvest any other species the harvest location could be a GPS location or 

a description of the location (e.g., west side of Thetis island, Prasiola Point).  

Harvest Timing: 

• Please include the window of time during which you are proposing to harvest and the number of 

times you will be harvesting a particular location. Be as specific as possible. 

• Indicate if you will need to harvest on a particular low tide (include the tide window). 

• Include what closes your harvest window (e.g., quality of the aquatic plant, presence of 

bryozoans, presence of reproductive structures). 

Harvest Method: 

• Clearly indicate how you propose to harvest each species.  

• How many people will typically be harvesting at one time? 

• Will harvest happen from a boat or from the shore? 

• How will harvested material be transported? 

• What type of instruments will you be using (e.g., gaff, sharp knife, etc)? 

• Where will the cuts be made on the plants? 

Harvest Practices to Promote Aquatic Plant Regrowth: 

• Describe, in detail, all of the actions you will take to promote the regrowth of plants you harvest 

and how you will harvest in a sustainable manner. 

• Include how much of each bed will you intend to harvest. 

• Include considerations around the timing of harvest (e.g., early in the season to allow for 

regrowth of harvested areas before kelp are affected by bryozoans, after the first bloom of the 

season). 

• Include any considerations around the annual reproduction of the aquatic plants (e.g., 

reproductive structures won’t be harvested).  

• Are there any environmental cues that you are watching for that would signal an early end to 

harvest for the year? 

Examples: 
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Section 4: Ecology and Environment  

 

In this section we are requiring harvesters to think about their potential impacts to the aquatic plant 

species they are applying to harvest and species that may use the aquatic plant as habitat. In crafting 

your answer consider not only how harvest is impacting the aquatic plant you’re harvesting but also the 

rest of the ecosystem as well (e.g., invertebrates, fish, other aquatic plants).  

Things to think about when writing your answer: 

• Have there been any studies on the effects of harvesting the aquatic plant? E.g., any studies 

showing how harvest affects the individual plants, level of sustainable harvesting, etc.  

• Are any organisms reliant on the species being harvested for food or habitat? E.g., Is the aquatic 

plant a known nursery for animals like salmon or herring. Is there known abalone presence near 

the aquatic plant bed you are applying to harvest from.  

• Have any studies been conducted to understand the impacts to other organisms? You don’t need 

to have conducted the studies yourself but reference other work.  

• If you have been involved in any research please indicate that in this section. 

• How long have you been harvesting in this particular area, what changes have you noted over 

time? 

Rational for requesting this information: 

The province is asking harvesters to consider the impacts of harvesting to recognize that these are living 

organisms which are important members of our aquatic ecosystems. Harvesting any natural resource will 

have some impacts to the species being harvested but also to other organisms as well.  
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In this section we are requiring harvesters to think about potential impacts to the species which are 

being proposed to be harvested from other factors occurring in the environment. In crafting your answer 

consider not only how harvest is impacting the aquatic plant you’re harvesting but also other factors 

which may be affecting the aquatic plants and ecosystems.   

Things to think about when writing your answer: 

• Is the area highly trafficked by commercial or recreational boaters? Is there potential for boat 

wake to affect the aquatic plants? 

• Is there increased development in the area which could affect the aquatic plants (e.g., increased 

run off, increased human presence, etc.)? 

• Is ocean temperature changing in your proposed harvest area? 

• Have there been any changes to other species which may affect aquatic plants (e.g., sea otters 

returning to an area, urchin populations increasing, sea star populations rebounding, increased 

presence or change in timing of bryozoan observance)? 

• Have any studies been conducted to understand the impacts of how changes in the environment 

may be affecting the aquatic plants you are proposing to harvest? 

Rational for requesting this information: 

The province is asking harvesters to consider multiple impacts and potential cumulative effects that 

these natural ecosystems may be experiencing. Harvesting any natural resource will have some impacts 

to the species being harvested but also to other organisms as well.  

 

In this section you are being asked to include additional information about the areas in which you are 

harvesting. If you are proposing to harvest species in groups 1,7,8 the bed number should match with 

what has been included in section 2. For all other species include harvest areas which are geographically 

similar (e.g., a side of an island, a section of shoreline, etc). Some examples are shown below. 
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Examples: 
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There are more tables at the end of the application for additional species or if you are proposing to 

harvest more beds/areas.  
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Section 5: Additional Required Information 

s 

Consultation with First Nations in whose territory harvesters are proposing to harvest wild aquatic plants 

is very important to the Province. We strongly recommend that you develop a relationship with the 

Nation in whose territory you are applying to harvest from in addition to the provincial consultation 

process. Please indicate if you have done so and what the result of this engagement was. 
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Things to think about for this section: 

• If you have been doing biomass monitoring of the species you are proposing to harvest please 

indicate that here and include the methodology that you have been using. If possible, please 

consider sharing any data you have collected with the Province to justify your conclusions 

regarding aquatic plant biomass and health.  

• Methods should be written out clearly to understand how monitoring has been conducted. If 

you are using a standardized methodology (e.g, MaPP canopy kelp monitoring methods, 

Salicornia methods) you can indicate that. 

• If you would like to develop a method to monitor a species for which is there no standard 

methodology please contact AquaticPlant.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca. 

• It is particularly important to include data in areas where aquatic plant abundance has been 

noted to be declining assuming you are applying to continue harvesting in that location.  

 

 

Once you have completed to document please review the disclosure statement, sign, print, and date the 

document. You can either print off the form or sign electronically. Please consider saving a copy of this 

form with a different name before you sign it, in case you are asked to make application revisions. This 

form must be included with your wild aquatic plant harvest licence application.  

mailto:AquaticPlant.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca
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****Please double (and even triple) check your form before you sign it electronically through adobe**** 

Once you add a digital signature the form locks and you can no longer edit it. If you find a mistake you 

will have to start over once it is signed. 

Please use “save as” to save your signed application under a different name. For example, Aquatic Plant 

Harvest Proposal for Seaweeds R Us_2023_Signed. Reviewers may ask for application revisions. If the 

application is only saved with a digital signature the form locks and you will have to start over again to 

make the revisions.  

 


