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AQUACULTURE AND THE FARM PRACTICES PROTECTION (RIGHT TO FARM) ACT

As of January 1, 2017 the BC Farm Industry Review Board (BCFIRB) has jurisdiction to hear fin, shellfish
and aquatic plants aquaculture-related nuisance complaints under the Farm Practices Protection (Right to
Farm) Act (FPPA)

Agriculture and aquaculture are important BC industries. Under the Farm Practices Protection (Right to
Farm) Act (FPPA), farmers using “normal farm practices” are protected from certain bylaw enforcement,
court injunctions and lawsuits related to nuisance complaints. The FPPA balances community interests by
both protecting farmers from disturbance complaints, and by giving neighbours of a specific farm the right to
formal conflict resolution through BCFIRB. Both non-farming and farming neighbours have the right to file
a complaint.

While normal farm practices are protected under legislation, BCFIRB encourages farmers and their
neighbours to work together to resolve disputes in the first instance.

Although there are many options for resolving disputes between farmers and neighbours, in some situations,
enforcement regarding use of a farm practice which is causing a disturbance may be called for.

Expanded Jurisdiction

The Fish and Seafood Act came into force by regulation on January 1, 2017. Concurrently consequential
amendments to the FPPA came into force. These amendments bring fin and shellfish aquaculture back into
the scope of nuisance complaints heard by BCFIRB under the FPPA. The types of aquaculture covered by
the amendments are broad and include marine finfish, shellfish and freshwater (or land-based) operations as
well as aquatic plants.

For more information contact

Case Manager
250-356-8945
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