
Appendix 4 – Hepatitis A Testing Guide1

1	 BCCDC Hepatitis A Guideline (2018). Available from: www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/communicable-disease-control
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If symptomatic, order:
Anti-HAV IgM

(detectable 5-10 days before onset of symptoms)
Anti-HAV Total

Anti-HAV IgM Reactive

Anti-HAV IgM 
Supplemental Reactive

Anti-HAV Total Reactive

Consistent with  
acute infection

Anti-HAV IgM Non-reactive

Anti-HAV Total Non-reactive

No evidence of  
acute infection

——————————
Not immune

Anti-HAV IgM Non-reactive

Anti-HAV Total Reactive

No evidence of  
acute infection

——————————
Immune

Acute HAV Infection
•	 History of recent exposure, illness  

and onset of symptoms
•	 No recent hepatitis A vaccinations  

or prior HAV infection
•	 Recommend further evaluation  

with MD/NP (e.g., ALT, rule-out  
other causes)

Follow-up
•	 If testing was done at a private lab, 

ensure sample is forwarded to BCCDC 
PHL for further confirmation testing,  
and for genotyping at the NML

•	 Public Health to complete the BCCDC 
Hepatitis A Follow-Up Form and evaluate 
need for outbreak management

•	 Offer hepatitis A vaccine or Immune 
globulin (Ig) as appropriate to contacts

Follow-up
Evaluate hepatitis B  

status and offer vaccine  
where appropriate

Immunize
Offer one complete 
hepatitis A vaccine  
series, if indicated

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/communicable-disease-control

