
Tree Species Selection Tool overview 

Working group members – multi-disciplinary specialists, practitioners from industry and government 
Shirley Mah and Kevin Astridge (co-leads), Guy Burdikin, Michael Murray, Brian McIntosh, Tim Ebata, Lyn Konowalyk, Phil LePage, 
Archie MacDonald, Rob Bowden, Leslie McAuley, Rick Monchak, Teresa Newsome, Annette van Niejenhuis, Greg O’Neill, Bernie 
Peschke, Jennifer Plummer, Kristine Sacenieks, Melissa Todd, Mary Viszlai-Beale, Craig Wickland, Bruce Rogers, Will MacKenzie, Deb 
MacKillop, Mike Ryan, Sari Saunders, Andy MacKinnon 
 
Tree Species Selection Tool homepage: www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/Silviculture/TSS/tss.htm 
 
Contact info: Shirley Mah (Shirley.Mah@gov.bc.ca) and Kevin Astridge (Kevin.Astridge@gov.bc.ca) 
 

Goal of the Tree Species Selection Tool (TSST): to provide practitioners with the best available information for informing tree species 

selection decision-making at the stand- and landscape-level in the context of a changing climate. Within the decision-making processes 

for preparing Forest Stewardship Plans and site-level tree species selection and sowing requests, one of the key decisions is related to tree 

species selection.  

The TSST’s core element consists of the landscape-level species descriptions and ecologically suitable species that are characteristic of 

each BEC subzone/variant and its site series; and the other elements provide information to support the evaluation of  risk and strategies 

in managing for those species. 

 

 

 

 

Key Features and Content in the Tree Species Selection Tool:  

•  Ecologically suitable tree species (climatically suitable species and populations) for BEC site series without a 

management filter; and landscape-level descriptions of the tree species for a given BEC subzone/variant 

•  The current set of ecologically suitable species lists have not been modified for future climates.  As it becomes available, 

new information on assisted range and population expansion of tree species will be provided on the Climate Change 

Adaptation web page 

•  Northern Interior content completed in Spring 2012; work is in progress for the Coast and Cariboo regions 

•  New research and information can be easily added to all the elements of the Tool as they become available 

AMAT tree species, photo by Ward Strong 



Greg O’Neill’s Assisted Migration Adaptation Trial tree species – left to right  
photo by Ward Strong 

Tree species diversity in BC! 
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