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History of Mining British Columbia 

 
 

Colony of Vancouver 
Island created and 
granted to Hudson’s 
Bay Company 

Richard Blanshard is 
the first Governor of 
Vancouver Island 

Placer gold 
discovered in 
Haida Gwaii 

James Douglas 
proclaims crown 
ownership of all 
precious and 
base minerals 

Britain claims the 
Colony of British 
Columbia 
(mainland), 
appointing James 
Douglas as 
Governor 

Placer gold 
discovered on the 
Fraser River and 
then in the Cariboo 

Gold Fields Act – Gold 
Commissioners appointed, 
and Free Miner Certificate 
(FMC) requirement 
instituted at a cost of 1 
pound sterling per year 

Gold discovery on 
Upper Peace River 

Building on the 
Cariboo Road from 
Yale to Barkerville 
(1862-1865) 

Population of Barkerville 
approximately 30,000. Prior to the 
gold rush the entire population of 
British Columbia was about 7,000. 

New Westminster is 
the capital of the 
Union of colonies of 
Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia 

Vancouver 
Island conveyed 
to the Crown 
from Hudson’s 
Bay Company 

Gold Mining 
Ordinance 
proclaimed 

Mineral 
Ordinance 

Gold Rush in 
the Omineca 
region begins 

British Columbia 
joins confederation 

Silver King and Blue 
Bell mines in 
Nelson created 

Act to encourage 
coal mining 
introduced 

Mineral Act 
proclaimed 

Mineral: All minerals precious and 
base found in veins or lodes or rock 

  

BC Placer Mining 
Act proclaimed 

Construction of smelter at 
Trail commenced 

Klondike gold 
discovery 

Department of 
Mines created 

Britannia Mining 
and Smelting 
open at 
Britannia Beach 

Two-post copper 
identification tag 
introduced on July 1, 1933  

Hedley Silver Plate 
mine opens 

Department of Mines divided into 4 branches: 
1. Administration Branch, led by Chief Gold Commissioner 
2. Assay Branch, led by Chief Analyst and Assayer 
3. Mineralogical Branch, led by Chief of Mining 
4. Mines Inspection Branch, led by Chief Inspector of Mines Engineer 

Responsibility for the administration of 
the Petroleum and Natural Gas Act and 
the Coal Act was transferred from the 
Department of Lands and Forests to 
Department of Mines and Petroleum 

The Department of Mines and 
Petroleum Resources created 

Modified Grid 
System (4-post 
staking) for 
acquiring rights 
to hard rock 
minerals 

Rename: Ministry of 
Mines and Petroleum 
Resources 

Mineral Act (Ch. 54) replaces 
Mineral Act (Ch. 244) of 1960 

Mandate enlarged to include 
energy; rename: Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum 
Resources 

Revision of the 
Mineral Act 

Mineral Tenure Act enacted, 
replacing the Mineral Act 
and BC Placer Mining Act 

Definition of mineral changed to 
include industrial minerals 

Revision of the Mineral Tenure Act, including 
definition mineral changed to “dimension stone and 
other natural substances as laid out in section 2(1)”, 
and enactment of section 19 (formerly section 16): 
right of entry on private land 

Implementation of 
Mineral Titles Online 
including revision to the 
Act and regulations, 
January 5, 2005 

Section 24.1(5) of the Mineral 
Tenure Act enacted, 
confirming the mapped 
locations of legacy claims as 
the prevailing positions 

BC Reg 82/2008 reserve 
placed on thorium and 
uranium 

Changes to the Mineral 
Tenure Act Regulations, 
July 1, 2012 

Introduction of 
new subdivision 
tool and fee 
structure 

Contact Mineral Titles 
Email: Mineral.Titles@gov.bc.ca 
Toll free phone: 1-866-616-4999 
Local phone: 604-660-2672 
Website: www.MineralTitles.gov.bc.ca 

 

Atlin Gold Rush 
begins  
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1849 

Nanaimo coal 
deposits publicized 

Petroleum Natural Gas Branch 
established; headed by Chief 
Petroleum Engineer 
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