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 British Columbia Road Safety Strategy: 2015 and Beyond 
was released in August 2013, by RoadSafety BC. 

 The vision is to achieve “the safest roads in North America 
and work toward an ultimate goal of zero traffic 
fatalities.”  

 The Strategy is based on a partnership approach involving 
over 40 different road safety partners across the province, 
and it ’s designed to leverage the work of all partners and 
to ensure that effective mechanisms are in place to 
support cross-sector activities.  

 
 

 

VISION ZERO 
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 The BC Road Safety Strategy and this PHO report take a Safe 
System Approach (SSA) to road safety: 

 
 

 

A SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH 
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o Motor vehicle crashes (MVCs) will 
undoubtedly occur, but 
associated fatalities and serious 
injuries are preventable. 

o The road system must be 
comprehensive and designed to 
anticipate and accommodate 
inevitable human error, and 
reduce the risk of death and 
serious injury to road users when 
an MVC occurs. 



 Canada ranks 15th out of 36 jurisdictions for road safety.  
 Leaders have fatality rates almost half that of Canada. 



 In 2012, BC ’s MVC fatality rate was the fourth lowest among 
Canadian provinces, but slightly above the average, and well 
above Ontario’s rate. 



 Between 1996 and 2013, fatalities from motor vehicle crashes 
decreased by 42.6% in BC. 
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 Between 2002 and 2011, the number and rate of 
hospitalizations due to motor vehicle crashes also decreased. 
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 Despite these improvements, the number and rate of people 
involved in MVCs has not declined substantially. 
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What Groups are 
Experiencing MVC Fatalities 

in BC? 
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 Rural/remote HAs had 2x the proportion of their population in 
fatalities. 

 Urban HAs had just over half the proportion of their population in 
fatalities. 11 



 Vehicle occupants accounted for 66.6% of fatalities. 
 Vulnerable road users (motorcycle occupants, cyclists, 

pedestrians) accounted for 32.5% of fatalities. 
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 Over age 15, males have 2x the fatality rate of females.  
 Fatality rates are highest for those aged 76 and older and 

lowest for those less than 16 years old.  
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 Age-standardized fatality rate has decreased for both sexes. 
 The male fatality rate is 2x females, but the gap is narrowing. 
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 The number and rate of cyclist fatalities are not improving. 
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 The number and rate of pedestrian fatalities does not show a 
sustained downward trend.  

 BC has not achieved the clear decreases in pedestrian 
fatalities that other jurisdictions have. 16 



 The age-standardized fatality rate (ASFR) for MVCs for Status 
Indians decreased by 45.8% from 1993 to 2006, but was still 
more than double that of other residents in 2006. 
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Contributing Factors to 
MVCs in BC 
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 Top police-reported contributing factors: speed, impairment, 
distraction. 

 Proportions of MVCs with fatalities have decreased for 
impairment and increased for speed and distraction. 
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 Speed, impairment, and distraction are the top contributing factors 
for MVCs with fatalities, for both males and females. 

 Males were more likely than females to be kil led in an MVC 
involving speed or impairment.  

 Females were more likely to kil led in an MVC involving distraction. 
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 Speed and impairment decline as an MVC contributing factor 
with age, but distraction increases somewhat.  
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 Distraction-related fatalities are decreasing. 
 Distraction accounts for over one quarter of fatalities.  
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 Impaired-related fatalities are decreasing. 
 Impairment is still a factor in nearly one-quarter of fatalities. 
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 The number of speed-related MVC fatalities peaked in BC from 
2001 to 2007; now showing decreases in number and rate. 
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Recommendations 
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A. Viable alternatives to vehicle use must be 
meaningfully supported.  

B. Public health and the Safe System Approach should be 
considered in all transportation policy and 
programming.  

C. The health and protection of vulnerable road users 
should be at the forefront of policy and programming 
decisions. 

D. Collaboration, partnerships, and communication 
among government and non-government organizations 
are essential. 

MVC RECOMMENDATIONS –  
4 UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES 
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 A strategic approach to road safety in BC (4) 

 Safe road users (6) 

 Safe speeds (4) 

 Safe roadways (2) 

 Safe vehicles (5) 

 Road safety for Aboriginal communities (3) 

 Education, awareness, and enforcement (4) 
 

28 MVC RECOMMENDATIONS  
7 AREAS OF ROAD SAFETY 
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A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO ROAD SAFETY 
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1. Support  t he B C  Road Safety  St rategy ,  and  wo rk co l laborat ive ly  acro ss  a l l  l eve l s  o f  
go vernment  and w i th  no n- government  par tners  to  ach ieve  V i s io n  Zero,  inc lud ing  
hav i ng  “ the  safest  ro ads  in  N o rth  Amer ica  and wo rk[ ing]  to ward  an  u l t imate  go a l  o f  
zero  t raf f ic  fata l i t ies”  as  l a id  o ut  in  the  pro v inc ia l  s t rategy,  B r i t i s h  Co lum bia  Road  
Safety  S t rategy:  2015  and  B eyond .   

2. Establ i sh  an d  res ource  an  independent  Centre  for  Exce l l ence i n  Road Safety  in  B C  to  
wo rk i n  co l laborat ion  w i th  the  steer ing  co mmittee  and wo rking  gro ups  fo r  the  B C  Ro ad 
S afety  S t rategy.  Th i s  centre  sho uld  be  un ivers i ty  based w i th  a  pr io r i ty  mandate  to  
co l l ect ,  ana lyse ,  and ho use  pro v incia l  and co mmunity - l eve l  data  re lated  to  ro ad safety  
and MVCs .  

3. Employ  t he  pr in c ip les  o f  a  Safe  System Approach i n  a l l  re l evant  po l i c ies  and 
programs in  B C.  Th i s  appro ach  co ns iders  ro ad users ,  safe  speeds ,  safe  ro adway  des ign ,  
and s afe  vehic le  des ign  in  s t rateg ies  and in i t iat i ves ,  and co ns iders  mo to r  veh ic le  crash  
fata l i t i es  and ser io us  in jur ies  as  systemic  fa i lures  that  are  inherent ly  preventable .   

4. Focus  prov inc ia l  s t rategies ,  programs a nd  po l i c ies  regardi ng roadways  and 
inf rast ructure  on  t he  h eal th  and s afet y  of  vu l nerable  road us ers ,  and increase 
opportuni t ies  for  s afe ,  act i ve  t ransportat i on and  publ i c  t rans portat ion .  Th i s  sho uld  
i nc l ude  co mmitments  to  deve lo p  vu lnerab le  ro ad user  and act ive  t ranspo rtat ion-
f r i endl y  p lans  in  each  reg io n  o f  B C,  and inc ludes  mo di f y ing  intersect ions  and o ther  
ro adway  inf rast ructure  acco rd ing  to  ev idence -based safety  des igns .  



SAFE ROAD USERS 
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5.  Establ i s h  a  more cons i stent  approach to  educat i on,  enforcement,  and  re lated 
penalt ies  for  t h e  top  t hree cont r i but i ng factors  i n  motor  veh i c le  c ras h in jur ies  and  
fata l i t ies  in  B C:  imp ai rment ,  d i st ract i on,  and  s peed .   

6.  Ex tend t he  required zero (0 .00)  B l ood A l cohol  Content  for  new dr ivers  beyond 
complet ion of  t he  G raduated L i cens ing  Program,  to  age  25.  

7 .  Cont inue to  reduce a l cohol- impai red dr i v i ng  t hrough ex pansi on and  eva luat ion of  
po l i c ies  and  st rategies  t hat  l i mi t  t he  ava i l abi l i ty  o f  a l cohol  as  per  reco mmendat ions  in  
the  repo rt ,  Publ i c  Hea l th  Approac h  to  A lcohol  Po l i c y :  An  Updated  Report  f rom the  
Prov i nc ia l  Hea l th  O f f i cer .  

8.  Improve ca paci ty  to  id ent i fy  i mpaired dr i v i ng .  Th i s  inc ludes  deve lo p ing  o bject ive  
measures  to  assess  impa i rment  f ro m a l l  types  o f  drugs ,  and suppo rt ing  fo r  research  to  
better  understand the  impact  o f  the  use  o f  a l l  types  o f  drugs  o n  dr iv ing  ab i l i ty.  

9.  Support  ex i st ing  campaigns  and  i ncrease publ i c  awareness  of  t he  laws  des igned to  
e l iminate t h e  us e  of  ce l l  ph ones  and ot her  handhel d  dev i ces  whi le  dr iv ing.   

10.  D eve lop a  st rategy to  as s i st  i nd i v i duals  wi t h  phys i ca l ,  cogn i t i ve,  and/or  v i s ua l  
impair ment—whet her  due  to  age  or  ot her  factors—to be  s afe  road us ers  wi t h  ongoing  
independence and  mob i l i ty  in  t he i r  communi t ies .   



11.  Set  s peed l imi t s  t hroughout  t he  provi nce bas ed on  roadway t ype  wi t h  cons iderat ion 
of  t he  most  vu lnerable  road us ers  who f requent  each t ype  of  roadway and  t he  
as s ociated s ur v ivable  s peed dur ing  an  MVC fo r  tho se  ro ad users .  Th i s  inc ludes  
mo ni to r ing  and assess ing  the  impacts  o f  any  increases  in  speed l imi ts  int ro duced.  

12.  Amend t he  Mo tor  Veh ic le  Act  to  reduce t he  default  s peed l i mi t  on  roads  wi t h in  
munic ipal i t ies  and  t reaty lands  f rom 50  km/h to  a  max imum of  30  km/h ( the  
s ur v i vab le  speed fo r  pedestr ians  and cyc l i st s ) .   

13.  Establ i sh  app ropr iate  s p eed l i mi t s  for  road and  weather  condit ions  and increase  
re l ated  dr iver  awareness  and educat io n.   

14.  Implement  e lectronic  s peed management  provi nce-wi de.  Th i s  co u ld  inc lude  speed 
cameras ,  po int - to -point  speed co ntro l ,  o r  o ther  speed mo ni to r ing  techno log ies .  The  
pro gram sho uld  be  t ransparent ,  w i th  any  inco me generated  be ing  a l lo cated  to  f unding  
addi t i o na l  ro ad safety  pro grams inc lud ing  a  Centre  fo r  Exce l lence  in  Ro ad S afety.   

SAFE SPEEDS 
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15.  Ens ure  t hat  roadways  in  B C  are  s afe  for  a l l  road us ers  by  pr i or i t i z ing  pedestr ian and  
cyc l i s t  hea lt h  an d  s afety  in  roadway and  i ntersect ion des i gn.  This  inc ludes  eva luat ing  
and i mpro ving  ex i s t ing  intersect ions  and ro adways  as  appro pr iate ,  and new  o r  impro ved 
inf rast ructure be ing  ev idence  based.   

16.  Cont inue to  in crease t he  s afety  of  h i ghways  and r ural  and remote roads  by  
impl ement ing  and/o r  ex panding  ev idence-based ro ad safety  techno log ies  and metho ds  
that  can  reduce  MVC fata l i t ies  and ser io us  in jur ies .   

 

SAFE ROADWAYS 
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SAFE VEHICLES 
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17.  Co l laborate  wi t h  car  manufacturers  and  encourage t hem to  promote s afety  features  
t hat  a l ign  wi t h  ev id ence-based best  pra ct i ces .  Th i s  sho uld  inc lude  the  ex pans io n  o f  
safety  features  that  co me standard  in  new  vehic les ,  and mechanisms to  prevent  unsafe  
dr i v i ng  behav io ur.   

18.  Implement  a  veh ic le  s afety  test i ng program i n  B C  t hat  requires  regular  bas ic  veh ic le  
s afet y  checks  (e . g . ,  o f  t i res ,  brakes ,  s teer ing)  as  a  co ndi t ion  o f  veh ic le  insurance  and 
o f fers  i ncent ives  to  B r i t i sh  Co lumbians  to  acqui re  safety  techno log ies .   

19.  Increas e  the  safety  o f  veh ic les  impo rted  into  Canada  and B C  by  requi r ing veh ic les  up  
to  25  years  o ld  to  meet  s afety  standards  (up  f rom t he  cur rent  15  years)  and  
e l iminat ing t he  impor tat ion of  r i ght -hand dr i ve  veh i c l es  i nto  t he  province.   

20.  Regulate  an d  s et  l imi t s  on  t he  k i nd  of  veh i c l e  modi f i cat ions  a l lowed in  B C.  This  
inc l udes ,  but  i s  no t  l imi ted  to,  rest r i ct ing  ho w  h igh  a  veh ic le  can  be  ra i sed  and 
pro hi b i t i ng  bu l l  bars  in  urban areas .   

21.  Co l l aborate  wi t h  profes s ional  as s oc iat i ons  to  reduce MVCs  invo lv ing  commerc ia l  
veh ic les .  This  inc ludes  implementat ion  o f  new  crash  avo idance and safety  techno lo gies ,  
eva l uat i o n  and impro vement  o f  pro cesses  fo r  mo ni to r ing  vehic le  maintenance,  and 
improved mo ni to r ing  and regulat io n  o f  dr iver  co ndi t ions  and behav io urs  such  as  dr iver  
fat i gue.  

 



22.  Fo l l owing  pr inc ip les  o f  o w nersh ip ,  co ntro l ,  access ,  and po ssess ion  (OCAP) ,  s upport  t he  
deve lopment  of  community-dr iven res earch on  MVC fata l i t ies  and  s er ious  in jur ies ,  
inc luding  as s oc iated r i s k  factors  and appropr iate  i nter vent i ons  for  Abor ig inal  peoples  
in  B C.   

23.  Cont inue to  s u p port  t he  F i rst  Nat i ons  Hea l th  Aut hor i ty  to  develop an  Abor ig inal  in jur y  
prevent ion st rategy t h at  h as  key  ta rgets  for  i mproving  road s afety.  This  s t rategy  sho uld  
inc l ude  i mprov ing  f i rst  respo nder  pro grams in  rura l  and remo te  F i rs t  N at io ns  
co mmunit i es ,  and increas ing  awareness  abo ut  seat  be l t  use  and safe  dr iv ing .   

24.  Implement  t h e  Abor ig inal  Admi n ist rat i ve  D ata  Standard i n  organizat ions  t hat  co l lect  
MVC and  re lated d ata,  inc lud ing  ICB C fo r  t raf f i c  c la ims  data ;  po l i ce  fo r  Traf f i c  Acc ident  
System data  (po l i ce-recorded data) ;  and hea l th  autho r i t ies  fo r  ho sp i ta l i zat ion  data .  

ROAD SAFETY FOR ABORIGINAL 
COMMUNITIES 
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EDUCATION, AWARENESS, AND 
ENFORCEMENT 

34 

25.  Us i ng  ev idence- based best  pract i ces ,  re i nv igorate  road s afety  campaigns  for  road 
us ers ,  wi t h  par t i cular  emp has is  on  t he  popul at i ons  wi t h  t he  heaviest  burden of  MVC 
fata l i t ies  an d  s er ious  in ju r ies— i nc l udi ng  mal es ,  peopl e  ages  16-25  and  76  and  up ,  
Abor ig inal  p eoples ,  an d t h ose i n  r ura l  and remote communit i es—and target ing  spec i f i c  
hea l th  and safety  co ncerns .  Th i s  may  inc lude  bo th  the  use  o f  t rad i t io na l  metho ds  such  
as  s cho ol  seminars  and mainstream media ,  and mo dern  metho ds  such  as  so c ia l  media .   

26.  Us e a  hea l thy  co mmunit ies  appro ach to  i ncrease road s afet y  among a l l  s chool -aged 
ch i ldren and  you t h,  p ar t i cular l y  wi t h  res pect  to  pedestr ian and  cyc l ing s afet y .   

27.  D eve lop a  comprehens ive  educat i on p l an  for  yout h t hat  l everages  t he  stages  and  
requirements  of  B C ’s  G raduated L i cens ing  Program wi t h  t he  goa l  o f  increas ing  
educat ion and t ra in ing  ab out  t he  top  cont r ibut i ng  factors  to  motor  veh ic le  c ras hes:  
s peed,  impai rment ,  an d  d i st ract i on.   

28.  Increase p ub l i c  edu cat ion a nd awareness  of  t he  r i s ks  and  cons equences  of  s peed,  
road us er  d i st ract ion,  and  a l l  for ms  of  i mpaired dr i v i ng ,  and  ex pand re lated 
enforcement  ef forts .  This  sho uld  inc lude  awareness  o f  the  increase  in  in jur y  sever i ty  as  
speed i ncreases ;  the  impact  o f  us ing  handheld  dev ices  w hi le  dr iv ing ;  and the  ar ray  o f  
impacts  that  resu l t  f ro m a lco ho l  and o ther  substances  such  as  lega l  and i l l ega l  drugs  
(e . g . ,  mar i juana ,  prescr ipt ion  medicat ion) ,  as  wel l  as  co gni t i ve  impa i rment  and fat igue.  

 



RECOMMENDED LEADERSHIP 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
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QUESTIONS ? QUESTIONS ?  

Office of the Provincial Health Officer 
 

4th Floor, 1515 Blanshard Street 
Victoria BC V8W 3C8 

 
Phone: (250) 952-1330  

 

www.health.gov.bc.ca/pho  
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