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PREFACE

The goal of the Canada-British Columbia Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)
program is to achieve sustainability in British Columbia’s agriculture industry.
The Drainage Management Guide is one of the supplementary documents to the
EFP program prepared to assist framers and ranchers to improve their farm
operations and implement beneficial management practices.

The Drainage Management Guide provides information on preparing a Drainage
Management Plan, operation and maintenance of drainage systems and guidance
on contact requirements with agencies prior to conducting maintenance works on
streams, channelized streams and constructed ditches. The Guide provides most
of the information that is required for constructed ditches and guidance on where
to get additional information for channelized and natural streams.

The Drainage Management Guide encourages long-term commitment to a
sustainable, environmentally-sound and economically-viable B.C.’s agriculture
industry.

Ted van der Gulik, P Eng Janine Nyvall, P Eng
Senior Engineer an Water Management Engineer

Resource Management Branch
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries

Acronyms used in this publication

MAFF BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
MWLAP  BC Ministry of Water, Land and Air Protection
LWBC Land and Water BC

DFO Fisheries and Oceans Canada
HADD Harmful Alteration, Disruption or Destruction (of fish habitat)
DMF Ditch Maintenance Form
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Limitation of Liability and User’s Responsibility

The primary purpose of this Drainage Management Guide is to provide producers with a simple methodology to
assess drainage system performance on their farm. Guidance on agency contact requirements is provided.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of these materials, additional materials
may be required to complete more advanced assessments. Advice of appropriate professionals and experts may
assist in completing assessments that are not covered in this Guide.

All information in this publication and related materials are provided entirely “as is” and no representations,
warranties or conditions, either expressed or implied, are made in connection with your use of, or reliance upon,
this information. This information is provided to you as the user entirely at your risk.

The Government of Canada, the BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries and the British Columbia
Agriculture Council, its Directors, agents, employees, or contractors will not be liable for any claims, damages or
losses of any kind whatsoever arising out of the use of, reliance upon, this information.

Drainage Management Guide
First Edition

April 2005

ISBN 0-9733814-6-9

For more information contact:
Canada-BC Environmental Farm Plan Program Coordinators

Niels Holbek, PAg niels@bcac.bc.ca 250-334-6547
Ron Bertrand, PAg ron@bcac.bc.ca 604-308-6755
or

BC Agriculture Council

http://www.bcac.bc.ca/efp programs.htm
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