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Section Authority - A public body may use personal information only: 

32(a) For the purpose for which that information was obtained or compiled, or for a use consistent* with 
that purpose 
 

32(b) If the individual the information is about has identified the information and has consented, in the 
prescribed* manner, to the use 
 

32(c) For a purpose for which that information may be disclosed to that public body under sections 33 to 
36 
 

 
*Relevant definitions: 

Consistent purpose: A use of personal information is consistent with the purpose for which the information was 
obtained or compiled is the use (a) has a reasonable and direct connection to that purpose, and (b) is necessary for 
performing the statutory duties of, or for operating a program or activity of, the public body that uses or discloses 
the information.  
Prescribed: means prescribed by FOIPPA regulation. 

 
 

Use Authorities: 
Section 32 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA) details the authorities under which a 
public body may use personal information. If a program uses personal information in any way, the program must have 
an authority to use that information. Please cite in your Privacy Impact Assessment the primary authorization(s) 
related to your initiative from the use authority section below.  
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