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INVASIVE SPECIES ALERT! 

Eggleaf spurge 
(Euphorbia oblongata) 

 

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT? 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PRIMARY THREAT: Forms a dense, 
monoculture and inhibits the growth of 
beneficial plants. 

 
 

DESCRIPTION 
• Native to East Europe. 
• Upright perennial forb grows to 1 metre tall; multiple stems grow 

from a woody, branched taproot. 
• Stems covered in fine white hairs and branch at the tip, turning 

red as plant matures (July to October). 
• Stems contain a milky, latex sap that can cause skin irritation. 
• Flower clusters are yellow and inconspicuous, occurring at 

terminal tips (March to August). The clusters are formed by a 
single female flower surrounded by small male flowers. Each 
cluster has yellow bracts at the base, then a whorl of yellowish 
green leaves. 

• Leaves oblong, hairless (up to 6.5 cm long) with finely toothed 
margins and distinct midvein. Leaves alternate up single stem, 
with leaf whorl at base of flowering stems. 

• Seeds brown and smooth are held in 3-lobed capsules and 
ejected when ripe. Green seed capsules are waxy and sticky, 

    

REPORT INVASIVE SPECIES 
 

Download the App!  

 
www.gov.bc.ca/invasive-

species 
 

 
 

 

Keeled sepals 

Yellow flower clusters 
at stem tips 

B.C. Government 

BIOLOGY & SPREAD 
• Reproduces by seed and can 

generate new stem and root buds 
at root crown. 

• Local dispersal mainly by wildlife, 
humans and machinery. 

HABITAT 
• Occurs on dry to moist roadsides, grasslands, gardens, 

streambanks, rocky hillsides, wastelands and forest edges, 
in open to semi-open canopy.  
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B.C. Government 

Flowering stems branch at 
top above leaf whorl 

• Long distance spread in contaminated seed and machinery, or 
occasionally as an ornamental.   
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   Eggleaf spurge (Euphorbia oblongata) 

DISTRIBUTION & Status 
• Management goal provincial eradication 
• Vey limited on south Vancouver Island. 

Region Status 
Greater Victoria Containment & eradication in 

progress. 
Ladysmith Contained; eradication in progress. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
• Eggleaf spurge is inedible to 

wildlife and inhibits the 
growth of nearby plants, 
creating bare ground under 
established infestations. 

• The sap of Eggleaf spurge 
can cause skin irritation, 
gloves should be worn when 
handling the plant. 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
• Learn to identify 

• REPORT new sightings 

• Purchase & Trade non-
invasive plants 

For more information: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=ECF57097F729403A8F2A464EBF09B7FE  

Flowering Eggleaf spurge infestation 

BC Government 

Senescing Eggleaf spurge 
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