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ONGOING ONSITE OPERATIONS 
Water levels subsided over the 
last week at the Big Bar landslide 
site, but remain high while crews 
complete work on the Phase 2 in-
stallation of the Whooshh™ sys-
tem. Crews reinstalled the pumps 
and electrical panels, adjusted the 
position of some of the 
Whooshh™ components to suit 
the Phase 2 layout, tensioned the 
fish tube cables, and connected 
the Whooshh™ skids and 
platforms.  

The BC River Forecast Centre is 
predicting another possible spike 
in river levels in the coming days. 
The team is monitoring the situa-
tion closely and will adjust its work 
accordingly. 

TOP: Crews adjusted the elevation of the Whooshh™ discharge tubes. 
BOTTOM: View of West Beach work area on July 18. 

As of July 22, 233 chinook have 
been successfully radio tagged. 
These fish have been monitored 
migrating towards Big Bar from 
Bridge River, but none have been 
detected moving past the slide 
site. Salmon movement through 
the area is highly dependent on 
water levels and flow conditions at 
any given time. The sustained high
-water conditions are challenging 
for fish. 

UPDATE CONTINUES ON PAGE 2 

MONITORING  
UPDATE 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
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To date, technicians operating the fish wheel have captured 36 chinook, which have been transferred to the 
French Bar Creek Fish Holding Facility. DNA testing is underway, but preliminary data suggests that most of 
the fish tested so far are from streams in the lower end of the Upper Fraser, between Big Bar and Prince 
George.    
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PICTURED: Whooshh™ tubes and working platform overlooking the Fraser River. 

ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 

Daily updated counts online 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Monitoring of the lower Fraser River has detected approximately 45,000 sockeye entering the Fraser River. 
Of these, an estimated 12,500 are Early Stuart sockeye. Some will migrate to portions of the Fraser above Big 
Bar, including the Nadina, Taseko and Bowron rivers. The remainder will head to other parts of the Fraser 
watershed, including the Thompson River. 

A small number of sockeye have been observed by sonar stations downstream of the slide site, but none up-
stream. As a result, monitoring crews began seining the Fraser River for sockeye in the Lillooet area on July 
22 to apply radio tags. To date, none have been caught using the seine net. 

MONITORING UPDATE 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pacific-smon-pacifique/big-bar-landslide-eboulement/smon-count-denombrement-eng.html

