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The Student TransiƟons Project (STP) has completed an analysis of 

internaƟonal students enrolled in the B.C. secondary and public post‐

secondary educaƟon systems.  This newsleƩer highlights some of the 

key research findings.  Readers seeking more informaƟon are advised 

to contact their insƟtuƟonal or government STP representaƟve for 

detailed provincial‐level results. 

How many internaƟonal students graduated from 
grade 12 at B.C. secondary schools? 

The B.C. Ministry of EducaƟon (B.C. K‐12) system data 

does not directly idenƟfy internaƟonal students in the 

STP.  Therefore, the STP used a 

proxy  to idenƟfy internaƟonal students 

in this research study: non‐residents of 

B.C. whose primary language spoken at 

home is not English and who graduated 

from the B.C. K‐12 system.  According 

to this definiƟon, the number of inter‐

naƟonal B.C. grade 12 graduates is 

roughly 1,000 per year over the last 

eight years, ranging from 675 in 

2001/02, reaching a high of 1,093 in 

2004/05 and currently at 1,028 in 

2008/09 (see Figure 1). The proporƟon 

of internaƟonal students from the total 

populaƟon of 43,000 to 45,000  B.C. 

grade 12 graduates has increased from 

1.6% in 2001/02 to 2.3% in 2008/09.   

Figure 1:  “InternaƟonal Grade 12 Graduates” ‐ Number and Percent by Year 

Quick Facts Found in this NewsleƩer: Page 

 1,000 internaƟonal students are esƟmated to have 

graduated from B.C. high schools each year.  

1 

 38% of internaƟonal grade 12 graduates in B.C. con‐

Ɵnue their educaƟon in B.C. public post‐secondary 

insƟtuƟons within one year. 

1 

 10,000 new internaƟonal students enrol in B.C. public 

post‐secondary insƟtuƟons each year. 

2 

 28,000 internaƟonal students in total were registered 

in B.C. public post‐secondary insƟtuƟons in 2009/10. 

2 

 59% is the enrollment growth rate of internaƟonal 

students in B.C. public post‐secondary insƟtuƟons 

from 2002/03 to 2009/10. 

2 

 11% of internaƟonal students enrolled in B.C. public 

post‐secondary insƟtuƟons had previously aƩended 

and graduated from a B.C. high school. 

3 

What proporƟon of B.C. internaƟonal grade 12 
graduates then enter the B.C. public post‐
secondary system? 

The proporƟon of internaƟonal grade 12 graduates who enrolled 

immediately in B.C. public post‐secondary educaƟon has averaged 

38% over the past eight years, dipping as low as 34% for 2005/06 

graduates  and reaching as high as 41% for 2008/09 graduates (see 

Figure 2). AŌer two more years, allowing for delayed‐entry transi‐

Ɵons, the cumulaƟve three‐year transiƟon rate of internaƟonal grade 

12 graduates increases to 40% to 50%, and even higher (55% to 60%) 

for those who primarily speak Chinese, Mandarin or Cantonese. By 

comparison, roughly 51% to 52% of all grade 12 graduates enrolled 

immediately in B.C. public post‐secondary educaƟon each year, with a 

cumulaƟve three‐year transiƟon rate of 67% to 68%.  InternaƟonal 

grade 12 students therefore transiƟon into BC public postsecondary 

educaƟon at roughly two‐thirds the rate of domesƟc students. 
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DefiniƟons:  

An internaƟonal student is defined differently 

in each of three different data sources 

provided to the STP. 

The BC K‐12 system does not idenƟfy 

internaƟonal students, so the STP uses a 

proxy – non‐residents of B.C. whose primary 

language spoken at home is not English.  This 

esƟmate may lead to some inaccuracies 

because some internaƟonal students who 

primarily speak English at home will be 

counted as domesƟc students, while French‐

speaking domesƟc students from other 

Canadian provinces would be incorrectly 

idenƟfied as internaƟonal students. 

The Central Data Warehouse (CDW) 

insƟtuƟons (all public post‐secondary 

insƟtuƟons excluding research‐intensive 

universiƟes) define internaƟonal students on 

the basis of the fees the students pay.  

Students who pay internaƟonal fees are 

classified as internaƟonal students.  This 

means that internaƟonal exchange students 

who pay domesƟc fees are counted as 

domesƟc students in this study. 

The B.C. Research‐Intensive UniversiƟes 

idenƟfy internaƟonal students according to 

the student visa status.  The following visa 

status values are provided to the STP:  

Diplomat, Minister, Other, Student Visa, 

Visitor and InternaƟonal Exchange.  

InternaƟonal exchange students were largely 

excluded from this study because these 

students are not normally expected to stay 

long in the post‐secondary system, nor are 

they expected to complete a post‐secondary 

credenƟal in B.C. 

Figure 2:  TransiƟon Rates of InternaƟonal B.C. Grade 12 Graduates 
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What is the total number of internaƟonal students enrolled in                 
B.C. public post‐secondary insƟtuƟons, by study level? 

In 2009/10, there were roughly 28,000 internaƟonal students1 enrolled in B.C. public post‐

secondary insƟtuƟons, represenƟng approximately 7% of all students2 enrolled in B.C. public 

post‐secondary insƟtuƟons.  This is about 10,500 (59%) more than the total internaƟonal 

student enrollment seven years earlier in 2002/03 (see Figure 3b).   

In 2009/10, there were 11,764 new internaƟonal students enrolled in B.C. public post‐

secondary insƟtuƟons.  Each year, roughly 40% of all registered internaƟonal students are 

new students to the B.C. public post‐secondary system.  Among these new students each 

year, the majority (nearly 70%) enrolled in undergraduate educaƟon; 19% in developmental 

programs and 12% in graduate programs.  The number of new internaƟonal students enrol‐

ling in graduate programs has shown the largest increase, doubling from over 700 students in 

2002/03 to nearly 1,500 in 2009/10 (see Figure 3a).  

1. InternaƟonal exchange students and offshore internaƟonal students excluded. 

2. “All” B.C. public  post‐secondary students excludes conƟnuing educaƟon registrants 
at B.C. research universiƟes. 

Figure 3:  InternaƟonal Students Enrolled in  
B.C. Public Post‐Secondary InsƟtuƟons 
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Figure 4:  2009/10 InternaƟonal Students Registered in B.C. Public 
Post‐Secondary InsƟtuƟons, by Primary InsƟtuƟon Type 
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Among internaƟonal post‐
secondary registrants, what 
is the split between those 
with B.C. secondary school 
experience and those with‐
out? 

A total of 28,104 internaƟonal students 

were registered in B.C. public  post‐

secondary insƟtuƟons in 2009/10, of 

whom 11% were graduates from grade 

12 in the B.C. K‐12 system.  

This proporƟon tends to vary across 

post‐secondary insƟtuƟon types (see 

Figure 4) and specific insƟtuƟons (see 

Figure 5).  

Figure 5:  2009/10 Post‐Secondary Registrants, Including % InternaƟonal and % B.C. Grade 12 Graduates 

Figure 5 Notes:   

(a) InternaƟonal Exchange Students 

and offshore internaƟonal students are 

excluded.   

(b) Non‐credit conƟnuing educaƟon 

and contract training enrollments at 

insƟtuƟons other than research uni‐

versiƟes are included.   

(c) Students enrolled in more than one 

type of insƟtuƟon are counted only 

once at the insƟtuƟon where they first 

enrolled in the academic year.  This is 

the “primary” insƟtuƟon.  As a result, 

these STP total enrollment counts by 

insƟtuƟon type under‐report (by up to 

10%) the counts provided in Central 

Data Warehouse (CDW) reports in 

which students are counted at each 

insƟtuƟon where they enrolled in the 

academic year.  
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Douglas College 24,062 940 4% 107 11%

Langara College 19,230 1,673 9% 257 15%

North Island College 9,580 81 1% 12 15%

Northern Lights College 9,260 122 1% 0 0%

Northwest Community College 7,228 3 0% 0 0%

Okanagan College 20,819 971 5% 55 6%

Selkirk College 11,017 312 3% 0 0%

Vancouver Community College 22,052 597 3% 44 7%

INSTITUTE 70,096 2,042 3% 158 8%

B.C. Institute of Technology 40,302 1,896 5% 151 8%

Justice Institute of B.C. 28,675 146 1% 7 5%

Nicola Valley institute of Technology 1,119 0% 0

Grand Total 441,394 28,104 6% 3,111 11%

13%

10%

9%

8%

87%

91%

90%

92%

Research Universities

Teaching Universities

Community Colleges

Institutes

From BC K‐12 Graduation From Other Sources*

*Other sources of international students includes entry from secondary 
schools outside of B.C. and transfers from other post‐secondary institutions.

2,042

5,754

6,566

13,742

Int’l Student Origin: 



Student TransiƟons Project Highlights  November, 2011 

4 | P a g e  S t u d e n t  T r a n s i Ɵ o n s  P r o j e c t  

Do internaƟonal students stay longer in B.C. public 
post‐secondary educaƟon if they also did some 
secondary schooling in B.C.? 

All new internaƟonal students admiƩed to B.C. public post‐secondary 

insƟtuƟons over a five‐year period (from 2002/03 to 2006/07) were 

tracked as far as Fall 20103.  By comparing all internaƟonal registrants 

to those internaƟonal post‐secondary students who completed grade 

12 in the B.C. K‐12 system, the study found, on average, that interna‐

Ɵonal B.C. K‐12 graduates: 

 spent a longer elapsed period of Ɵme in the B.C. public post‐

secondary system (including stop‐out terms) from Ɵme of 

entry to Ɵme of last registraƟon (9.3 terms versus 6.4 terms), 

 had more stop‐out terms over the five‐year period (1.6 versus 

0.9), 

 aƩended a greater number of post‐secondary insƟtuƟons (1.5 

versus 1.2), 

 aƩained higher credenƟal compleƟon rates over the five years 

(45% versus 40%), 

 completed proporƟonately fewer developmental credenƟals 

(7% versus 21%), and 

 completed proporƟonately more bachelor’s degrees (58% 

versus 34% of all credenƟals awarded). 

3. By tracking all 78,303 new internaƟonal (excluding exchange) students (from 
2002/03 to 2009/10), the STP has found that only 238 (or 0.4% of) of new students 
changed their status from internaƟonal to domesƟc by the Fall 2010, over a period 
of one to eight years.  

QuesƟons? 
 
Preliminary analysis of the following quesƟons about internaƟonal 
students in the B.C. secondary and post‐secondary educaƟon sys‐
tems has been completed.  
 

 How many internaƟonal students graduated from 
grade 12 at B.C. secondary schools?  

 
 What proporƟon then enters B.C. post‐secondary?   
 
 How does this vary by region? 
 
 How does this vary by post‐secondary field of study?   
 
 What program areas are (new) internaƟonal students 

enrolling in? 
 
 How does this vary by post‐secondary insƟtuƟon 

type? 
 
 What is the study level of the internaƟonal students 

in post‐secondary? (Developmental, Undergraduate, 
Graduate) 

 
 What is the gender breakdown of internaƟonal stu‐

dents in the B.C.’s educaƟon systems? 
 
 Among internaƟonal students enrolled in B.C. public 

post‐secondary insƟtuƟons, what is the split between 
those with B.C. secondary school experience and 
those without? 

 
 Do internaƟonal students stay longer in BC public 

post‐secondary if they also did some secondary 
schooling in BC? 

 
 Do internaƟonal students enrol in mulƟple public 

post‐sec insƟtuƟons during their Ɵme in B.C.? (i.e. do 
they transfer?) 

 
 What is the average length of enrolment at BC public 

post‐secondary insƟtuƟons for internaƟonal stu‐
dents? 

 What are the graduaƟon and dropout rates for inter‐
naƟonal students? 

 
In order that the data may be further explored, this analysis has 
been provided to insƟtuƟons in a provincial‐level summary report, 
STP Analysis of InternaƟonal Students: A Portrait of InternaƟonal 
Students Enrolled in B.C. EducaƟon Systems.  
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Special Thanks:   

The STP would like to thank the Ministry of EducaƟon, the Ministry 
of Advanced EducaƟon and the B.C. public post‐secondary insƟtu‐
Ɵons for collaboraƟng in this research effort.  Without their co‐
operaƟon and data contribuƟons, this research could not have 
been accomplished.  

The following B.C. public post‐secondary insƟtuƟons are included 
in this study and grouped by insƟtuƟon designaƟon in 2009/10: 

Community Colleges– Camosun College, College of New 
Caledonia, College of the Rockies, Douglas College, 
Langara College, North Island College, Northern 
Lights College, Northwest Community College, Oka‐
nagan College, Selkirk College, Vancouver Community 
College. 

InsƟtutes– BriƟsh Columbia InsƟtute of Technology, Jus‐
Ɵce InsƟtute of BriƟsh Columbia, Nicola Valley InsƟ‐
tute of Technology 

Teaching‐Intensive UniversiƟes – Capilano University, 
Emily Carr University of Art and Design, Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University, Royal Roads University, 
Thompson Rivers University, Vancouver Island Uni‐
versity, University of the Fraser Valley. 

Research‐Intensive UniversiƟes – Simon Fraser Universi‐
ty, University of BriƟsh Columbia and University of 
BriƟsh Columbia, Okanagan, University of Northern 
BriƟsh Columbia, University of Victoria. 

____________________________________ 

Where to find more informa on:   

A wealth of addiƟonal informaƟon is also available to post‐
secondary insƟtuƟons seeking more detailed informaƟon on stu‐
dent transiƟons specific to their region or insƟtuƟon.   

STP Highlights newsleƩers and reports are available on the public 
Student TransiƟons Project web site at:  
	http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/student_transitions	
 

Newsle er Prepared by Joanne Heslop,  

Manager, Student Transi ons Project 

      

      

      

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

Notes: 

 
 

Student Transi ons Project (STP):   
 
The Student TransiƟons Project is BriƟsh Columbia's collaboraƟve 
research project that measures student success from the K‐12 to 
post‐secondary systems. This effecƟve system‐wide partnership, 
involving B.C.'s educaƟon and advanced educaƟon ministries and 
post‐secondary insƟtuƟons, is tracking student success by reporƟng 
on student transiƟon rates to post‐secondary educaƟon, student 
mobility among post‐secondary insƟtuƟons, and post‐secondary 
compleƟon and retenƟon rates. STP is managed by a steering   
commiƩee with representaƟon from the two educaƟon ministries, 
public insƟtuƟons and the B.C. Council on Admissions and Transfer 
(BCCAT).  

STP Steering Commi ee Members:   
 

Devron Gaber, STP Chair, Associate Director, BCCAT. 

Bob Cowin, Director, InsƟtuƟonal Research, Douglas 
College. 

Brent Munro, Manager, Data and ReporƟng, Achieve‐
ment Division, Ministry of EducaƟon. 

PaƩy BeaƩy‐Guenter, Director, Research & Analysis, 
Ministry of Advanced EducaƟon  

Walter Sudmant, Director, Planning and InsƟtuƟonal 
Research, University of BriƟsh Columbia. 


