
Consequence Category Definitions 

Hazard, Risk & Vulnerability Analysis (V2)

Consequence Category Definitions: 

Fatalities: Potential number of people killed as a result of the hazard. 

Injuries, Disease, or 
Hospitalization: 

Potential number of people injured or ill because of the hazard. 

Displacement: Disruption to regular living situations, requiring people to either leave their 
home or be confined to their home without access to regular services. This 
includes short-term evacuation orders, self-evacuation, shelter-in-place as 
well as long term or permanent relocation of individuals, families or 
communities. 

Psychosocial Impact: Impacts to the emotional and social well-being of an individual, family group 
and/or community. 

Support System Impact: Loss of accessibility to supports/networks or community groups, community 
reciprocity, trust and cooperation between community members. 

Cultural Impact: Loss of cultural heritage and/or identity. May include loss of works, objects, 
places, practices and ecology that are directly associated with an important 
aspect or aspects of human history and culture. 

Property Damage: The direct negative consequences of a hazard on buildings, structures and 
other forms of property, such as crops and livestock. 

Critical Infrastructure 
Impact: 

An impact to critical infrastructure, including its processes, systems, facilities, 
technologies, networks, assets, and/or services, that results in consequences 
to the health, safety, security or economic well-being of community members 
and the effective functioning of the government. 

Environmental Damage: The negative consequences of a hazard on the environment, including the 
soil, water, air and/or plants and animals. 

Economic Impact: Disruption or loss of ability for individuals, businesses and governments to 
generate income. This includes interruptions to the consumption, production, 
and trade of goods and services. 

Reputational Impact: A negative change in the perception of the government or organization, in the 
minds of the community, its stakeholders and others who are vital to its 
success. This can result in socioeconomic damage or disruption such as loss 
of community or stakeholder trust and an increase in negative media 
attention. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/emergency-management-bc

