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Decision of Special Prosecutor 

Victoria – The Criminal Justice Branch (CJB), Ministry of Justice, announced today that 
independent Special Prosecutor David Butcher, QC has approved charges under the British 
Columbia Election Act against a corporation and two individuals.  The charges arise out of 
conduct that is alleged to have occurred during the Port Moody-Coquitlam provincial by-election 
in 2012.  The Chief Electoral Officer for British Columbia has given his written consent to the 
prosecution, as provided for under section 252 of the Election Act. 

Charges were sworn today in British Columbia Provincial Court (Vancouver) against Brian Ashly 
Bonney, Mark Robertson, and 0750837 B.C. Ltd. dba Mainland Communications, under Court 
file number 235780.  A copy of the sworn Information is attached to this Media Statement.  A 
first appearance date has been scheduled for October 14, 2014 in Vancouver. 

On August 29, 2013, at the request of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Assistant 
Deputy Attorney General M. Joyce DeWitt-Van Oosten, QC appointed Mr. Butcher as an 
independent Special Prosecutor to assist with an investigation arising out of matters addressed 
in the Review of the Draft Multicultural Strategic Outreach Plan, as well as alleged infractions of 
the Election Act.  The Branch announced the appointment of Mr. Butcher in September 2013, 
after police advised that making the appointment public would not jeopardize the investigation. 

On September 5, 2014, Mr. Butcher advised CJB that he had approved charges against the 
above noted individuals and corporation.  The evidence in support of these charges was 
gathered during the course of the investigation for which Mr. Butcher has been providing 
assistance in the form of legal advice to investigators.  

Within the context of his mandate as a Special Prosecutor, Mr. Butcher has had ongoing 
communication with investigators since his appointment, and has received material from the 
investigators for his review and consideration.  As in other investigations, the nature and content 
of these communications, and the Special Prosecutor’s ongoing deliberations, remain 
confidential.  The investigation is continuing. 

The Special Prosecutor does not expect to receive the final results of the continued 
investigation until early 2015.  Once the investigation is complete and Mr. Butcher has reviewed 
the whole of the material provided by police, he will release the results of any decisions that he  
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makes. Those decisions will be publicly announced through a Media Statement developed in 
consultation with CJB. 
 
In the meantime, Mr. Butcher has concluded that it is appropriate to proceed with the specific 
charges that were sworn today.  Mr. Butcher will have conduct of the associated prosecution. 
 
Mr. Butcher has approved the release of this statement and its content.  As there is now an 
active prosecution before the court, and the remainder of the police investigation continues, 
neither the CJB nor the Special Prosecutor is able to release additional information at this time. 
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To learn more about B.C.'s criminal justice system visit the British Columbia Prosecution 
Service website at: 
 

http://www.ag.gov.bc.ca/prosecution-service/  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=963F619D0F164C62B3E84C409227255F







