GRADE 8 WRITING: Additional Tasks/Samples
Per sonal/l mpromptu Writing 4 tasks

Writing to Communicate | deas and I nformation 6 tasks
Literary Writing 4 tasks

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)



Grade 8 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 1
Wishesfor a Better World

Context

Although most of their writing is devel oped through a workshop process, students in this class also
frequently write impromptu, in-class essays on topics provided by the teacher or suggested by the
class.

Process

Students were asked to write afirst-draft, in-class essay on the topic “Wishes for a Better World.”
Their wishes could be global or personal. The teacher encouraged them to use classroom resources
(e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, class posters). Students did not have opportunities to consult with
others or to make substantial revisions, but they were encouraged to proofread carefully.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing presents relevant ideas about the topic but the writing wanders towards the end.

» provides examples, but does not always establish their connection to the central idea
» over-generalizes about cause and effect

» language is conversational and generally appropriate

* beginning introduces the topic

* endingisweak

» errorsin basic words and structures are noticeable but do not obscure meaning

* most sentences are complete

* someerrorsin grammar or word choice

» frequent spelling errorsin basic vocabulary
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing is clear and logical and includes some analysis.

» presentsaclear, logical point of view; has a sense of purpose

» developsthe central ideathrough detail, example, and explanation; includes some analysis
* usesavariety of sentence types and lengths

* introduction establishes the topic and purpose

» offersan explicit conclusion

» usesasimple, rhetorical decide (a question) in the introduction to engage the reader

» paragraphing isexplicit and effective

» followsbasisrulesfor sentence construction

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas

e @rorsin capitaization
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Transcript:

3 Wishes for A Better World

If a person could change three things in this world by simply making a wish, would
they take that opportunity or let nature run it's course.

If I could make a wish that would change the way the world is today, | would.

My first wish would be to end all the problems in Poverty stricken countries, and to
educate them on the things like medication and the importance of birth control. | would
also set up a place where they could eat a good meal. | think that would be a great
accomplishment.

My second wish would be to end all the worlds Racism. This would be a hard task to
meet, but | feel that al people should be treated equal, and nobody should have to go
through life being called so many rude, disgraceful, and disrespectful names.

My third wish would be a simple one. All | want is for everyone in this world to be
themselves. In a perfect world, if everyone was themselves than teenage girls wouldn’t
have to wear so much make-up, or have the best clothes, hair, or body. And boys wouldn’t
worry about their hair, or clothes or if they had enough muscles or were tough. It wouldn’t
matter what you looked like at all, and nobody would ever class some people lower than
others.

But, if we live in a perfect world, and nobody ever made mistakes, then nothing would
be normal. So | don’t really think we should be able to wish for something to change, and
then one day it all of a sudden changes. We should leave it alone and let nature run it's
course, but little wishes are still okay.
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Grade 8 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 2
Friends

Context

In this school all students participate in a school-wide write twice a year, in fall and again in spring.
Within their regular classrooms, student writes an impromptu essay of approximately 200-300
words in a 50-minute period. Essays are collected and scored collaboratively by the members of the
English Department.

Process

Students were asked to write an impromptu essay of 200-300 words one of two topics provided -
“Friends’ or “Rules’. Students were not allowed to use a dictionary, thesaurus, or spell checker.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing addresses the topic but lacks a sense of purpose.

* presentsaseriesof related ides; topic is clear but purposeis vague

» provides detail and examples, but does not establish their connection to the central idea

* some variety in sentence length an pattern

» languageis conversational

» beginning introduces the topic

* endingisweak

» related ideas are grouped together, but tend to be listed rather than having a sense of development

» capitalization and sentence end punctuation are generally correct
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing has a strong, personal style, marred only by afew technical errors.

e asasense of purpose

» developsthe central ideathrough examples; includes some analysis
e drawson own experiences

* usesavariety of sentence types and lengths

* introduction establishes the topic and purpose

* ending isweak

» followsbasic rules for sentence construction

* most familiar words are spelled correctly

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas
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Grade 8 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 3
Sports

Context

In this school all students participate in a school-wide write twice a year, in fall and again in spring.
Within their regular classrooms, students write an impromptu essay of approximately 200-300
words in a 50-minute period. Essays are collected and scored collaboratively by the members of the
English Department.

Process

Students were asked to write an impromptu essay of 200-300 words one of the topics provided .
Topicsincluded “Heroes’, “A Challenge’, and “ Sports’. Students were not allowed to use a
dictionary, thesaurus, or spell checker.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing is on topic but rambles.

* presentsaseriesof related ideas; topic is clear but purpose is vague

» tendsto focus on details without establishing their connection to a central idea

» languageis conversational

» related ideas are grouped together, but tend to be listed rather than having a sense of development
* most sentences are complete; includes some run-on sentences

» errorsin capitalization and basic sentence punctuation
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Transcript:
Sports

Most sports have a different play rate than others; Hockey is intense and fast, Baseball is
slow but enjoyful. Almost every sport has a hero or heroes, such as Babe Ruth for
Baseball, Wayne Gretzky and Bobby Orr for hockey, Michael Jordan for basketball. All of
those heroes and more have made it where they are today by not just think9ing about
themselves by thinking everybody else, such as fans and teammates, coaches, and family.
There isn’t too much of that type of personality anymore. Most athlete stars have talent by
thinking much of themselves. People in our home town, people on the Chilliwack Chiefs
like Brad McFaul thinks he’s awesome but the only thing he’s good at is fighting, Travis
Banga, just because he was the captain last year doesn’t mean he’s the best, Nathan
Martz deserved that “C” on his jersey than anybody else did, my mom says she wishes
hockey could go back to the way they were when she first watched it.

My brother is playing pro now. | think my brother is an awesome hockey player; he’'s good
at both defense and offence, has the hardest slapshot I've ever seen, and he treats people
with respect on and off the ice. My dad was awesome at sports like basketball and soccer.
He had the same personality as my brother does. My mom is awesome at sports, but
nothing hockey, sports like badminton, and tennis, and volleyball.

I’m good at sports, also, but | dislike being on a team. | have a really strong kick in soccer,
and | don’t mind getting hurt, | keep my mouth shut and play the game. | may not be as
good as my brother, but my favorite sport is hockey, pure Canadian invented and full
contact.

That's what's good about some sports is contact, Rugby, football Hockey. Different sports
have different styles, for Golf is patience, and football is attitude. | never really paid
attention to hockey when | was younger because there lots of space to run around, but
when my brother started playing for the Chiefs, | had to sit down and watch the game,
that's when | started loving hockey the plays, fights, and fans rubbing it in. | don’t like to
cheer though 1 just like sitting there and watching. But on every sport there’s something
unique about, people like different sports because everybody’s different, whether your
watching baseball with your family, taunting the away team, or cheering on Tiger Woods,
sports will live on forever.
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations
The writing is clear, logical and conversational.
* presentsaclear central idea; has a sense of purpose

» developsthe central ideathrough relevant details and examples

* usesaVvariety of sentence types and lengths

language is clear and appropriate; appears to draw on awide conversational vocabulary

* introduction establishes the topic and purpose

» provides an explicit conclusion

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas

* most words are spelled correctly; however, there are several errors
* includes errorsin capitalization
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Grade 8 Personal/impromptu Writing: Additional Sample 4
Response to a poem, “My Lifeisin your Hands’

Context

Students in this class maintain journals in which they frequently write about personal experiences or
feelings, or at the teacher’ s direction, about their responsesto literary works or media.

Process

The class had studied the novel The Outsiders. Students listened as the teacher read aloud “My Life
isinYour Hands, a poem about young girl dying in acar accident caused by a drunk driver.
Students were asked to write a response to the poem, telling how they would feel about the event
related by the poet.

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002) 19



Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

Thewriting is jumbled and presents some contradictory ideas and feelings.

* presentsaseries of related ideas

» provides explanations, but without establishing their connection to a central idea
* some variety in sentence length and pattern

» languageis conversational

* endingisweak

» related ideas are grouped together, but do no sense of devel opment

» errorsin basic words and structures are noticeable, but do not obscure meaning

* most sentences are complete, but may be awkward

» capitalization and sentence end punctuation are generally correct

* someerror in grammar and word choice
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing is clear, logical, and indicates a strong personal response to the poem.

presents a clear, logical point of view; has a sense of purpose; tries to deal with complexities

» develops central ideathrough relevant and accurate detail
* makes connections beyond the immediate
* usesavariety of sentence types and lengths
» languageis clear, appropriate, and varied
* introduction establishes the topic and purpose
* usestransitions to connect ideas; relationships are usually clear
follows basic rules for sentence construction
most familiar words are spelled correctly
punctuation is generally correct, including commas

includes minor errorsin grammar
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Grade 8 Writing to Communicate | deas and I nformation: Additional Sample 1
Causes of the Witch-hunts

Context

In this Social Studies class, the teacher often poses “ critical challenges’ on issuesin history to
encourage critical thinking.

Process

Students were studying the Renaissance in Social Studies. The teacher posed a“critical challenge”
on the causes of the witch-hunts in Renaissance Europe.

Students were given background information on the witch-hunts and encouraged to do additional
independent research. They were asked to work in small groups to develop criteriafor making
judgements. Working individually, students developed a data chart for causes of the witch-hunt,
with a column for hypotheses (e.g., religious intolerance, superstition, gender discrimination), and a
column for supporting evidence .

The teacher reviewed paragraph structure, and suggested that students start with a generalization or
topic sentence, followed by supporting evidence and a concluding sentence.

Student then used their data charts to write a paragraph on the causes of the witch-huntsin
Renai ssance Europe.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET

MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer chooses a cause and supports it with appropriate information. However, the purposeis not

sustained, and the conclusion is inappropriate and unsupported.

* informationis generally relevant and accurate

* includes some relevant examples and details

* some variety of sentence length and pattern

* introduction states purpose

» related facts are grouped together; some transitions are awkward

» part of conclusion isinappropriate; also offers new information

» e@rorsin basic structures are noticeable, but do not obscure meaning

e someerrorsin verb tense

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing is clear and detailed. Some attempts to include supporting quotations and to make complex
connections are awkward

» information is accurate and complete

* includes specific relevant examples and details

» offers some generalizations and conclusions

* usesavariety of sentence lengths and patterns, come complex sentences are awkward
» introduction attempts to engage audience

* punctuation is generally correct

* includes minor errorsin word choice
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Causes of the European
Witch-hunt

What do you think of when you hear the word “witch™? Do you thinl
cackling old women? Or maybe a black cat? Actually, witches during
Renaissance did not fit the typical role of a fairytale witch from a simple storybo

During the Renaissance, about 100, 000 — 300, 000 people were exect
because they were thought to be witches. One of the reasons why the witch-}
began was because of religion differences, such as Protestant and Cath
Therefore, members of the two different religions would accuse each other for b
witches, **“Catholic and Protestants who historically had prosecuted each other
heresy now had a convenient common enemy.”

As one can see, witches of the Renaissance were actually normal people
as a matter of fact, most of the people accused were actually innocent
Renaissance witch would be someone who did not fit the typical role of
Renaissance man or women, and it was also said that women were lower than me
Many Renaissance people believed that witches possessed supernatural powers,
this was only superstition. Women were looked down upon by men, and
majority of the people accused during the witch-hunt were women. "“.,.wn1
were claimed to be “more stupid, fickle, lighter-headed, weaker and more ca
than men."”

However, married women wounld have less of a chance to be accused, thary
unmarried of widowed woman. Furthermore, women who were wise and
knowledge were considered abnormal because they differed from the ry?

“lighter-headed” women. For example, some of these powerful women
midwives, for they had knowledge about herbs and made remedies to aid ano
woman who is going through the process of childbirth.

Next, two Dominican officials wrote a book called the Maleficarum, wi
was like a witch encyclopedia. It talked about witcheraft, gave some evidence (pr
about demons, gained the church's support in witch-hunis, and lowered
statistics of all women, by claiming that women were an easy prey for the d
Therefore, it was believed that women were more likely to be witches than me
addition, social classes also took part in the causes of the witch-hunt. Pea
women had a higher risk of being accused than that of a wealthy woman, ™
likely that most peasant women lived in constant fear that they would be the nex
be accused.”
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Also, prevention helped spread the witch-hunt. For instance, if one we
suspect, he/she would have to frame someone else for being a witch, Therefore,
person would be off the hook. ** The purpose in torturing an accused was to gel
to confess and to name others who would thea be accused of witcherafl.”

On the other hand, others would hunt witches to gain or to enhance |
power. For example, a king would huni witches to prove that he was powy
enough to fight the devil, and by doing that, he could expand his rights. **,
divine right of kings was greatly enhanced when both the king and the state ¢
show that they had forces to fight the devil.”

Lastly, wars and plagues have claimed the lives of many men. Thus,
were scarce, which made it difficult for women to marry and this entire stater
links up with the accusations of the unmarried women,

In summary, there were many pathways, which all lead to one objective
witch-hunt. Many reasons have been made clear and some have even over-lag
each other by a link. This event has wiped out many people, but surprisingly,
causes of the witch-hunt were actually somewhat unreasonable, This is what
would probably feel. Think about it this way, witches weren't really the
hunting, in fact they were the ones being hunied.

*= quotes from article used as evidence.
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Grade 8 Writing to Communicate | deas and I nformation: Additional Sample 2
Media Analysis

Context
Students in this class are often asked to analyze the media treatment of current event.

Process

Student read a newspaper article about Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield’ s mission to the
International Space Station with the Canadarm 2. Students were asked to write aresponse to the
article that included three components:

1. asummary of the article
2. ananaysisof the article in terms of one of the following:
* how Canadians are portrayed
» theamount of emphasis on Canada’ s invention
» theamount of publicity related to the size of the event
» theamount of attention given to the rest of the crew
3. aconclusion about how ell the public was informed by the article
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Not Yet Within Expectations

Teacher’s Observation

The writing does not fulfill the requirements of the task and lacks focus.

e writing is unfocussed

* someinformation isinaccurate

» languageissimple, few appropriate speciaized terms
e some variety in sentence length

» lacksaclear sequence or devel opment

e conclusion isinappropriate

* most words are spelled correctly

» frequent run-on sentences

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)

NOT YET

MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

errorsin basic words and structures are noticeable , but do not obscure meaning

32




o .. H*o
Mtdxa AM\B&E Z hocti 30%’- Yoo;
T didn¥ Htnk Hat the wortrec o€
s octicle voos Nety Infermative . He could |
hove, Lorore, ol fiMe B mote doadr Hhe 0dua

apoce Ty, ke, o 1§ Qngone. LS going
wxth R and € so0 o, T think that
e aBc coold have Tolked o 1Ate less oloout
e tnventon becoze e codd have, 1oeen
meee iInfecmarive Olocot e test o Hhe octicle
i ke just caodd hove shottened that part op.
Tﬁmomow%?(%sﬁm T coodd Kke to
Gscans <o Mete (e some of them.

Lke 1 sotd ?n e SQummagy T think

Hor the Loctee could howe LO(cte o IPtle
B less oo Yhe CorodarmnZ  ad

O Pile, &Y vore Qlbout plare ot the spoce

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002) 33




et One H’ﬁng for T heacd dooot ond e
OCHeC ARAN™ Een menton ops ot awnian
poid seond 20 millien dallars o gp on the teip
teo. Eveq Thoxgin the X eC m?8h+ rowe tolked
A [Ple o mudn albeot te, Canadfa) Tnvention
he baos Pletty Tnfomnove olacot s ot
T fhougir frod e pocts e drd uore
OYDOT encegin wos Ve ol wootded and
undeCsiondabie . ond even the ’\M\‘rs thert
e Ardn™ voce ook Cmgh VOO0,
R prefiy 0ol vaorded- Bot ot

LIS JuSt gy OFRTen aloat nts acticle,
ot Atd oo Hitnke abaot T4

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)



Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing accomplishes the task, but does not flow smoothly.

» information is generally relevant and accurate, but is vague in places

* includes some relevant examples and details

* over-generalizes

* some variety of sentence length and pattern

» related facts, examples, and details are grouped together but transitions are awkward
e conclusionisvery smple

* most sentences are complete, but often awkward or run-on

* someerrorsin grammar and word choice
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The Canadian handshake

In this article, Canadians are described gfateﬁll?ﬂ I}} editor) is tw
make the Canadians to feel proud and to be looked up to. Canadarm2 K ﬁaacal[y /
the main idea of the article, it was described to be a huge success in the Canadian
space industry. It's a huge robotic arm with the size of two football fields; it's

built by Canadians arg€for the Canadians.

The amount of description on the Canadarm2 shows how much the
Canadians technology has changed _from the past, hiow much the Canadians have
grown. “Building the International Space Station is most complex construction |
job ever and that coloSsal task would not be possible without the Canadarm?2.”
This was said in the article, in other words: the Internationaf Space Station
which Air force Colonel Chris H{adfield is strapped into is impossible to be

completed without Canadian's invention, the accommodating robotic arm.

Al tﬁ{ﬁeneﬁaa[ gmments made by ISS, Flight Engineers, and others
were short and briefly said-were very impressed by the work of the Canadians.
The “Canada handshake” is beneficial to the International Space Station as well

as to the Canadians itself.
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Summary
Air force Colonel Chris 3 adfield will lift off in the International Space
Station with the great help from the robotic arm called the Canadarm?2. With a
size of two football fields, Canadarm?2 was built by Canadians, it brought honor

to the country as well as it has Genefited the International Space Station.

g’ﬁe Public Inform

In the article, well enough information was given for the International
Space Station as well as the information that was given about the Canadarm?,
it's just enough information to let the public Riow what was happening, there
were more nformation said about the main subject, yet enough information for
the little “sideRicks” as well. A lot of description of the canadarm2 was written in
the article, a good description of the main subject is never too much. Both Pros

and Cons were written in the article about the Canadarm?, so it wouldn’t be too

Sfawn on. Interview clips were added to the article to provide some identification
into the article. I think more should be written about the International Space

Station.

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002) 37




Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing accomplishes al three aspects of the task, and flows smoothly.

» information is accurate and complete
* includes specific relevant examples and details

» offers some generalizations and conclusions

language is clear and varied; generally uses appropriate specialized and technical terms

» individual paragraphs are well-organized with main ideas and supporting details
* conclusionislogical

* most familiar words are spelled correctly

* sentences are correctly constructed

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)
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Exceeds Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer presents a strong and clear analysis of the article.

* purpose and focus clear and effectively sustained

» offerslogical insights, generalizations, and conclusions

» flows smoothly; uses a variety of sentence types and lengths effectively

» effectively organized; paragraphs are well-developed, logically sequenced, and joined by transitions
* sentences are correctly constructed

» gspelling and punctuation are correct

» grammatically correct
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In conclusion, [ feel that the angle the author took in writing this article should
changed so that the public has full knowledge of what is really going on. We should b
able to acknowledge other countries events proudly stating that we are impressed with
what they have done and glad they are working with us, If we decided we could make
space station by ourselves because we are 5o advanced m our technology, we would fa
This is obviously a team effort with other countries and this should be presented to the

readers along with our country’s accomplishments,
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Grade 8 Writing to Communicate | deas and I nformation: Additional Sample 3
“Reformation Rag” interviews with Martin Luther

Context

Grade 8 students in this school take their Socia Studies and English in a combined Humanities
course. Many of their writing assignments are about Social Studies content.

Process

Students wrote two articles for the “Reformation Rag” to show what they had leaned about Martin
Luther’ s theses and the basis of the Catholic counter-Reformation. Students used a biography and
philosophical history of Martin Luther from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. The first
article was an interview with Martin Luther; the second was aletter to the editor from a high-
ranking clergyman detailing what they have done to address people’s concerns and/or strengthen the
Church. The writing samples which follow are of interviews with Martin Luther. The letters appear
later in this document (Additional Sample 4.)

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002) 45



Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

Teacher’s Observations

NOT YET

MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

The writing accomplishes the basic requirements of the task but offers little insight.

» information generally accurate and relevant

* includes some relevant details

» offersno generalizations or conclusions

» some sense of audience; toneis generally appropriate
* language clear and direct

* introduction states purpose, but is not engaging

» conclusionisvery smple and predictable

capitalization and sentence end punctuation are generally correct; has problems with commas

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer successfully concerts factual information into an interview in a believable voice for Martin
Luther.

» information is accurate and complete

* includes specific relevant examples and details

» offerslogica generalizations and conclusions

» showsaclear sense of audience; tone is appropriate and sustained throughout
» language clear, varied and specific; uses specialized language as needed

» flows smoothly; uses a variety of sentence types and lengths effectively

» conclusionislogical

» gpdling errorsin basic words are noticeable, but do not obscure meaning

» followsbasic rules for sentence construction

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas
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Transcript:

Martin Luther Interview
1. Name a few things in your background that was scandalous.

| would say the most scandalous things | did was participating in a debate on indulgencis
and the papacy. That angered the pope very much, the pope notified me but | burned the
notification publicly on December 10™.And then by January the pope had me
excommunicated.

2. What made you generate and post your 95 theses?

| generated the list of 95 theses because | wanted to draw attention to the issues with in
the church which needed to be changed. | knew that many people were disatisfied with the
church as it was, and | wanted to give the opportunitie for discussion and debate.

3. How long did it take to create the 95 theses?

To make the list it took only one day. | started on October 31 1517 and nailed it to the door
of the church the same day.

4. Why did the passage in the letter upset you?

When | was reading the letter that Paul had written | realized the truth is that people are
saved because they have faith and believe in a Merciful God. | had been taught by the
popes that you were saved if you obeyed the priest and gave money to the pope.

5. How did you feel when you burned the Papal bull?

| felt that | had to take a stand on what | beleived the church was make mistakes about so |
bravely burned the bull and excepted consequences which was my excommunication.
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Grade 8 Writing to Communicate | deas and | nfor mation: Additional Sample 4
Lettersto the editor of the “ Reformation Rag”

Context

Grade 8 students in this school take their Socia Studies and English in a combined Humanities
course. Many of their writing assignments are about Social Studies content.

Process

Students wrote two articles for the “Reformation Rag” to show what they had leaned about Martin
Luther’ s theses and the basis of the Catholic counter-Reformation. Students used a biography and
philosophical history of Martin Luther from the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. The first
article was an interview with Martin Luther; the second was aletter to the editor from a high-
ranking clergyman detailing what they have done to address people’s concerns and/or strengthen the
Church. The writing samples which follow are |etters to the editor from leading churchmen. The
interviews appeared previously in this document (Additional Sample 3.)
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing accomplishes the basic task, but it is difficult to follow the points being made.

» information is generally relevant and accurate but the connection to the argument is vague
» offersno generalizations or conclusions

* some sense of audience

* some variety of sentence length and pattern

* introduction states purpose

» related facts are grouped together but transitions are disjointed or omitted

» conclusion is simple and predictable

* most sentences are complete, but are often awkward; include some fragments

» frequent spelling errorsin basic vocabulary

* includes errorsin capitalization and basic sentence punctuation
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer uses an appropriate voice and tone. The writing flows smoothly.

* purposeisclear; focusis sustained

* information is accurate

» offers some generalizations

» show asense of audience; toneis appropriate

* usesavariety of sentence types and patterns

» paragraph iswell-organized with main idea and supporting details

* includes minor errorsin grammar and word choice

Grade 8 Reading: Additional Samples (March 2002)
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Grade 8 Writing to Communicate | deas and I nformation: Additional Sample 5
Speeches

Context

This school participatesin a district-wide public speaking contest. All students are required to
participate, at least at the classroom level.

Process

Students were asked to write a speech for the district public speaking competition. They could
choose any topic they wished. Students were expected to research their topics independently, and to
edit and proofread their work before handing in a polished copy.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer haslittle sense of purpose and audience, and does not make connections between the various
facts and events.

* informationis generally relevant and accurate

» offersno generalizations

» generaly more concerned with form than audience

* some variety of sentence length and pattern

» conclusion ismissing

» related facts are grouped together but transitions are awkward (leaves reader to make connections)

* includes errorsin capitalization and basic sentence punctuation; commas are often omitted or used
incorrectly

* most sentences are complete, but may be awkward
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Transcript:
Crusades First One

How it began

The christian military wanted Palestine in the middle ages. The
muslims had Palestine which was holly land which they say Jesus had lived. In 500 A.D.
the Byzantine Empire had controlled Asia Minor, Northern Africa, Palestine, Syria, Italy,
spain, and eastern Europe. 600 A.D. Arab Muslims conquered Palestine and other places
sacred to the Christians. At 1000 A.D. Seljuks Turks from central asia Minor, invaded and
conquered rest of Asia Minor, Palestine, and Syria. Then the turks themselves became
Muslim. This made it hard for Christian pilgrims to reach Holy places.

1095 Byzadine Emperor alexius tommessers asked Urban Il for help in fighting the Turks.
Urban agreed. At Clermont France a meeting was held for the starting of a crusade.

When it began

The crusades started at 1095 when the Byzantine Empire desided to go on a
crusade. The 8 major crusades where between 1096 and 1270. By 1096 the Byzantine
had there enemy already heading to Palestine.

What happened The christian army was called iron knights

The battle was in 1097 when the christian army was fighting their way to
Palestine. When they reached Antioch many Christians died by the battle or hunger. When
they conquered Palestine many soldiers returned home.

Some leaders emained and they divided their land into 4 states called country of
Odessa, principality of Antioch, Tripoli, and kingdom of Jerusalem.

Where it happened

The main place in the first crusade was Palestine, because it was the Holy land which
was what the Muslems and Christians where fighting for. Other places involved is Nicea,
Asia Minor, Syria, Italy, spain, eastern Europe, northern Africa.

Who was in it

The Byzantine Emperor at the time was Alexius Commeners. There was Urban Il which
was a pope of a Roman Catholic Church. Peter the Hermit, Walter the penniless Godfrey
of Borillon, Raymond of Toulouse, Robert of Flanders, and Bedemond of Taronto. These
men where all leaders of the Byzantine Army. The Byzantine Army was made up of
French and Norman knighs. Nobles, kings, peasants, and towns people. The enemies of
the Byzantines was the muslims who where the arabs and turks.
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer has a clear sense of audience. The writing flows smoothly.

* purpose and focus clear and effectively maintained

» uses specific relevant examples and details

» offerslogica generaizations, incorporating own experience

* usesaVvariety of sentence types and lengths; some complex sentences are awkward

» introduction effectively establishes purpose; interesting and engaging for intended audience
» effectively organized, logically sequenced, and joined by transitions

» conclusionislogical, attempts to have an impact

* errorsin more complex language are sometimes noticeable, but meaning is clear

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas
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students, my name is and | am
going to talk to you about the fear of public

Y'm not enjoying myself here peopie, and |
'hope I'm not showing all the signs and
symptoms | explained earlier too badlby now.

speaking. The most common social
handicap is fear of public speaking, the
number one phobia i, this country. This
social phobia can _be &Téqnd often have |
Serious Estimates range that |
from 3 to 12 percent of the overall population

. : 1in
suffers from social phobia or extreme |

You need to expose yourself to the
‘understand each element, pick apart each bit,
and tackle them one-by one. | faced my fear |
of public speaking and will continue to do so
throughout my life. | want to eamn

fanme

i€ar,

promotions
my career whatever that might be and

shyness. Most individuals who are affected

never segk help because of fear of
~humiliation and embarrassment.  When
_people hear the word “shy”, they often think
_of children. The reality is that most people
|who seek help for this problem are adults.| :
The common response to children with this| -
_iproblem is “They will grow out of it.” In cases| -
where the problem is substantial it worsens| -
over time. The signs and symptoms of an,
anxiety attack are feelings of warmth, Gt

S rapid  pounding heartbeat
tightness of the chest and throat, butterflies inf-
the stomach, hyperventilation, feeling weak
all over, studdering, dizziness, dry mouth,
tremors, dimmhees, sweating, racing thoughts, !
and overall confusion. | bet you can tell I'm;
'lexperiencing quite a few of these symptoms.

‘ Panic attacks
reach maximum intensity within a minute or
two once they begin. They go away slowly
over the next 30 minutes or the next several
hours. Lots of students will opt to logse a

percentage of their grade rather than puty
_‘themselves through the immense anxietv and
possible total embarrassment of standing In
front of their peersturning red, stammering
and sweating. I'm still here people, sO cudqs i
for me'!l When individuals who have this |
lproblem think  that “shyngss” is an ||
unchangeable personality trait, they are |
|creating a major obstacle for themselves thatJ

'stands in the way Of fulfillment and

oroductivity. The reality is that shyness is

|speaking to large crowds or small will most
f r - .
g

-| public

“provide the speaker with suggestions forl

definitely bg apart of that There is heis for b
adults who need to overcome their feapr fg; ﬁ
speaking with a group call |
Toastmasters. They help you become better |
at oral presentations by giving feedback [
related to the impact of your communication
for yourself and your audience. They also

Improvements with lots of encouragement

and support. I'm very grateful my trying but |
m @

character building and learning experience is |
finally over. Thank you for listening to my !

. speech. Please always remember you need ,

to face your fears to overcome them.
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Grade 8 Writing to Communicate | deas and I nformation: Additional Sample 6
Writing to Communicate | deas and | nformation: Tourist Brochures

Context

Students in this class had frequent opportunities to write for a variety of purposes and audiences,
and to discuss the criteria for writing for specific purposes.

Process

Students were asked to develop atourist brochure for alocation of their choice, drawing on
independent research on the location or on personal knowledge. The teacher emphasized the
Importance of organizing their brochure and writing with their intended audience firmly in mind.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The brochure contains the major elements expected, but the information is not well-organized.

* information is generally relevant and accurate but sometimes vague

» some sense of audience; generally more concerned with form than audience

* some variety of sentence length and pattern

e introduction is nhot engaging

» visuasincluded but no text features (e.g. headings)

» erorsin basic words and structures are noticeable, but do not obscure meaning

* most words are spelled correctly; however, there are several errors
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer tries to engage the intended audience. The writing iswell organized and the format suited to the
task.

* purposeisclear; focusis generally sustained

» information is accurate and complete

* includes specific relevant examples and details

» show asense of audience; toneis appropriate

* usesaVvariety of sentence lengths and types; some complex sentences are awkward
» introduction establishes the purpose; attempts to engage the audience

» graphics and text features (e.g. heading) are included where appropriate

» followsbasic rules for sentence construction

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas
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Grade8 Literary Writing: Additional Sample 1
Fairy Talesfrom a Different Point of View

Context

Students in this class are often asked to think about the point of view they choose when writing
stories.

Process

To focus on point of view, students were asked to retell one of three well-known fairy tales (The
Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, or Little Red Riding Hood) from a different point of view.
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Not Yet Within Expectations

NOT YET

MEETS

FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observation

The writer creates a somewhat different version of The Three Little Pigs without changing the point of

view. Thewriting is difficult to follow because of serious problems with spelling and grammar.

little relevant detail and description to devel op characters, events, and images

* sentences tend to be short and choppy or long and awkward

* appearsto draw on alimited vocabulary

* ending seemsforced and unlikely

» dialogueisomitted

» frequent errorsin simple words and structures interfere with meaning
» frequent run-on sentences

» frequent basic errorsin grammar
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer succeed in re-writing The Three Little Pigs from a different point of view while keeping the
repetitious structure of the original. The writing is not paragraphed, and contains serious errorsin
capitalization and punctuation.

* uses some detail to develop characters and events

* some variety in sentence length and pattern

» beginning describes the problem or situation and introduces the main character
» characters are partly revealed through their words and behaviour

» dialogue contributes to plot and characterization

* includes errorsin capitalization

» sentence end punctuation generally correct; often problems with commas

» errorsin basic words and structures are noticeable but do not obscure meaning
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Transcript:
The Three Little Pigs

Once upon a time there was a wolf named Jasper. He had a Brother named Casper and a
Sister named Jasper, a mom named Jill and a dad named Bill. The entire wolf family lived
in a huge mansion with every item you can think of. One day the wolf family wanted to hold
a barbecue for the whole neighborhood, So they Sent Jasper ou to invite people. The first
house he went to was the home of a little pig named Tim. Tim was the little brother of Jim
and Jim was the little brother of Kim. Jasper went up to tim’s door and said “hello anybody
home and tim answered “beat it stupid wolf I'm eatin dinner”. So the wolf huffed and puffed
and blew the strawhouse down. Then he went to the other pig’'s door. This was Jim’s
house the older brother of tim. He went up to the door and Said “Hello anybody home” And
Jim answered “Beat it watchin tv’ Then Jasper huffed and puffed and blew the wooden
house down. Then Jasper went to the next pig’s door. This was the house of Kim, the older
sister of Jim and tim.

The wolf went to the door and said “hello anybody home” and there was no answer. He
said again “hello anybody home” and Kim answered “Beat it, I'm readi’'n” So the wolf
huffed and puffed and blew the house down. He went through all three of his neighbours
and found no people to come to his barbecue, So he did what any other wolf would do. He
picked up all three of the dead pigs and took them home. He told his family “well | didn’t
find anyone to come to our barbecue, but | found some people to barbecue’. So his hole
family Casper, Jasper, Bill and Jill enjoyed a feast of the Three little pigs.

The end
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer successfully re-tells the story of Cinderella, sustaining the voice of the self-justifying step-
mother.

» usesdetail and description to develop characters

» some sense of audience; evidence that ideas and content have been selected to make a point
» sentences generally flow smoothly with a variety of patterns and lengths

* beginning tries to engage the reader, and introduces the character

» characters are partly revealed through their words and behaviour

» followsbasic rules for sentence construction

» frequent spelling errorsin basic vocabulary
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Exceeds Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer retells the story of The Three Little Pigs from the point of view of the eldest pig, changing the
ending dightly. The writing is expressive and flows smoothly.

» usesdetail and description to develop characters, events, and images

* senseof audience

» flows smoothly; uses a variety of sentence types and lengths effectively

» engaging beginning reveals the story problem

» uses elements of the setting to create mood or atmosphere, and further the story
» dialogue contributes to plot and characterization

» sentences are correctly constructed

» gspelling and punctuation are correct

* generaly grammatically correct

Transcript:
The Three Little
Pigs

Hello my name is Bob. | am a pig. I've got two younger brothers. They are in the hospital
right now recovering from a very horrible accident. Their names are Phil and Bill.

It was a sunny day. Not a cloud in the sky. | thought to myself; this day couldn’t be any
better. But | was wrong. They say whenever a wolf is nearby he brings with him bad
weather. A dark rain cloud above his mean ugly head, always looking for a meal. It was
July at the time when | thought it wouldn’t rain through the whole summer. One morning, |
woke up to the sound of rain; pouring thundering on the top of my brick house. | got up
and decided to call my brothers to see how they were doing. “Hello?” It was Phil. “Hi,” |
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responded, “how are you guys doing over there. “Fine ,” said Phil. There was a knock at
Phil’'s door. “ Who's there?” asked Phil. The person on the other side of the door
answered, “Let me in, it's the wolf!” Since Phil was so dumbwhitted, he thought is was his
twin brother Bill playing a trick on him. So he said, “ Not by the hair in my big fat nose!”
Then it grew silent. Phil put his ear against the door and heard breathing. Some sort of
puffing and huffing and before he knew it he was blown right out of his house. Phil woke up
from his shock just | time to see the gigantic snout of a mean, vicious wolf. Phil jumped
right before the wolf could take a bite out of him. Phil ran as fast as his chunky little legs
could carry him. The wolf didn’t even bother going after him. While Phil was running like
heck he thought to himself that maybe building his house out of straw wasn't the best
materials. He came running up to Bills and almost broke down the door, “Phil, what's
wrong?” asked Bill who was surprised by the scene. Phil had used up all his breath
running that he could only choke up,”"WOLF?'. Bill answered by a “Yipe!” He closed the
window and door and locked everything. Phil and Bill sat on the floor expecting a knock at
the door. Phil peeked out the window and Bill looked under the crack at the bottom of the
door. Bill realized that it was twig scratching at the side of the house being pushed by the
wind. Phil and Bill exchanged looks and they both put their hand on the knob. They
opened it slowly and carefully. Then they heard huffing and puffing at the back of the
house. Bill slammed the door and locked it again and before they knew it the stick house
was blown into the sky. Bill felt someone patting his cheek and got up with a moan. He
looked up at his brother and realized Phil was still patting his cheek. “Stop that!” Bill
shapped. “we’ve got to go to Bob’s house the wolf will never find us there” so Phil and Bill
got up and started jogging to my house. There was a knock on the door. | was taking a nap
by then and the knock had woken me up. | got up and went to the door. “Whao’s there?” |
knew right away that it was Phil and Bill by the way they answered. | opened the door and
they practically jumped on me. “what’s wrong?” | asked them. Their pale shocked faces
told me it was the wolf. | remembered by the weather we’'ve been having. | gave them
some hot cocoa and they seemed to calm down. They told me the whole story and right
when they finished there was a knock at the door, there was, “Boom! Boom! | got up from
my seat and confidently and bravely asked who was there. “Let me in this house right
now!” roared the wolf who was outside in the rain. He noticed there was a back door to the
kitchen so he decided to see if it was open. In this story, the wolf is way smarter than to try
to blow down a brick house. He put his claw on the knob and turned it. It was open. The
wolf burst into the kitchen and then BANG! The wolf died before he hit the ground. Bob! |
never knew you carried a gun! Cried Bill, peeking behind me. “Well, gotta have protection.
Especially from those wolves, “ | replied. “I think I'm gonna be sick!” moaned Phil. * Come
on little bros. I'll take you to the hospital and on the way we dump this in the forest.” So
that's where we are now. My brothers are in the hospital and | save the day plus there’s no
more wolf.

THE END
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Grade8 Literary Writing: Additional Sample 2
Story Starters

Context

Students in this class are often given broad choice about topics and themes for story writing.
However, as some students take along time to decide on a topic, the teacher sometimes assigns
topics, or limits the choices.

Process

Students were given alist of story starters and asked to use one of these to write astory. The
teacher encouraged them to edit and proofread as much as time alowed but they were required to
complete their storiesin one class period (75 minutes).
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY

EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The story is simple, direct, and complete, but some of the ideas presented are not fully developed. The

chosen story starter was, “1 saw the strangest looking dog.” but the strangeness of the dog is not developed

in the story.

* createsastory around arelatively simple idea or topic; often predictable (“trite”)
* development is uneven
* some variety of sentence length and patterns

 little evidence of figurative language or other techniques

story develops through a series of related events; the connection among some events is unclear

* ending seemsforced or unlikely

characters are described rather than portrayed through their behaviour; they tend to be stereotypical

» errorsin basic words and structures are noticeable, but do not obscure meaning
* most sentences are complete, but may be awkward
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer attempts some originality and complexity. The chosen story starter, “ The flashlight was shining
directly into my tent.” is used toward the end of the story, rather than at the beginning.

» createsastory around an ideathat is generally straightforward, but features some complexity and
originality

» usesdetails and description to devel op characters and events

» sentences generally flow smoothly with avariety of patterns and lengths

» takesrisksto create effects with figurative language ; results are uneven

» describes some aspects of the setting; attempts to develop mood and atmosphere
* endingislogica (somewhat contrived)

» dialogue contributes to plot and characterization

* errorsin more complex language are sometimes noticeable, but meaning is clear
* most familiar words are spelled correctly

e punctuation is generally correct, including commas and parentheses
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Grade8 Literary Writing: Additional Sample 3
Short Stories

Context
The students completed a unit on short stories, both reading short stories and writing their own.

Process

The teacher read a newspaper story about a near-fatal accident on black iceto the class. Students
discussed the elements of a short story that were found in the article:

» that author’ s use of a“hook” at the beginning,
e rising action,
» choice of vocabulary,

» an effective ending.

Students were given one class period (an hour) to write arough draft on any topic — atrue story or
fiction; they edited, proofread, and created afinal version as homework.
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Not Yet Within Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observation

Thiswriting was scribed by the student’ s special education assistant. The writer attempted to address the
task but did not follow the required short story form.

* createsastory around avery simple, direct topic; very short

» little relevant detail and description to develop characters, events, and images
» showslittle sense of audience

* sentences tend to be short and choppy or long and awkward

 little evidence of figurative language or other techniques

» beginning does not establish to situation

Transcript:

On the Aircraft Carrier

So many things were going through my mind. | was so young, yet | felt so mature.
So much to do, yet so little time.

It was the warm, clear day of July 20,1995, | was seven at the time. My dad and |
were going to an Aircraft Carrier off the shore. The water was calm, the air was a tad salty
and the yellow sun was shining brightly. When we got to the Aircraft Carrier, | saw just how
big it really was. The sightseeing began below deck, where there was a few aircraft, a
souvenir booth, and a few hanger elevators. We went on one of the large hanger elevators
up to the flight deck. There were so many aircraft on the flight deck, | couldn’t count them
all, there were many jets and a few helicopters. The trip was the experience of a lifetime.
When it was time to leave, | felt very sad, | knew | may never get the chance to go on an
Aircraft Carrier again. As it turns out, | never did.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing follow the required form. It starts well but ends very abruptly.

* createsastory around arelatively simple topic; predictable

* some variety in sentence length and pattern; uses complex sentences frequently

» languageis generaly clear, appropriate and direct with some variety

* beginning describes the situation

» thesetting is described

» erorsin basic words and structures are noticeable but do not interfere with meaning

* most words are spelled correctly; includes errors with homonyms

Transcript:
My Snow-bording Trip

One day | woke up to go snow-boarding. So | went to Hemlock.

It was a bright and sunny day so | knew that it was going to be fun. So | went to a couple of my
buddys house to see if they wanted to come. Only about two of my buds could go. Joe and Bob.

There was | ots of fresh snow there. We went as fast as we could to get on the red lift, we heard
that there was lots of killer jumps their.

When we got to the top we went down one of the black diamond hills. We went down alittle bit
and found a whole bunch of jumps, so I went on a couple of jumps.

About an hour latter | went over the biggest jump their, when | hit arock at the top of the jump.
All I can remember from that is | blacked out and red flishing bits.

After it was al over | had a broken collar-bone and a broken leg. So after | went and got aice-
cream cone.
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Fully M eets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer develops a short story from areal life experience, incorporating many of the elements of a short
story. Thetitleisillogical and the beginning does not introduce the situation for the story which follows.

» createsastory around an ideathat is generally straightforward

* usesdetail and description to develop events

» sentences generally flow smoothly with a variety of patterns and lengths

» languageis clear, appropriate, and varied

* beginning does not establish the problem or situation

» describes some aspects of the setting

* endingislogica

* errorsin more complex language are sometimes noticeable, but meaning is clear
» most familiar words are spelled correctly

* punctuation is generally correct, including commas

Transcript:

My Experience by the Water

| was on the Pacific Ocean on a ferry with my dad and my sister Amber. We were all
on our way home from visiting my grandparents for a weekend. We were going home
because it was Amber’s and my 8th birthday and we wanted to spend it with our mom and
my other sister Alison. The ride was very long but was a blast because we got to see a
seal swimming in the water and a killer whale that had been only 100 ft away from the
boat.
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When we got back to our blue Ford 4x4 truck we hopped in and got off the ferry to
start our 2 hour drive home from Vancouver. It was not that exciting because | slept the
whole way home. When we pulled up the drive way of our small, dark, brown house,
Amber woke me up so that we could go see the rest of our family. | got in the house still
drowsy and tired but as soon as | saw my mom and Alison | woke up immediately running
to them with happiness. After alii hadn’t seen them in a while.

After hugging and saying our hello’s | noticed something in the living room. It was
something quite big that had been hidden under a blanket. It was a birthday present from

my mom, dad and Alison. We had each gotten a bike. | just had to try if out. My mom then
said,

"Wait until tomorrow. It is far to late and-<;iark." | was very anxious to try out my new pink
and purple bike. But even though | wanted to ride it, | agreed to wait until tomorrow.

The night was so long but | made it through. My dad suggested that instead of riding
my bike around the front of my house, we should go to the river and ride down the path.
That is what we did. We drove to the Vedder Canal and started to ride. The ride at the
beginning was pretty adventurous we saw sea gulls and dead fish on the side of the water,
by the time it happened it was painful the rest of the way.

It all started when | began to follow my dad where ever he went. Amber would then
follow me. | followed my dad through rough trails, bumpy paths, up hills and down hills.

When we got to last hill that is when it happened. As | was going up the hill, my dad was
going down.

| began to feel a bit nervous. | thought to myself, "what goes up, must come down." When
| thought that, | didn’t mean what goes up must come tumbling down.

| began to go faster and faster when suddenly | thought that | should start to slow
down. | began to pull on the left break. Which was the wrong thing to do. | began to feel
my back tire lift off the ground. | was also thinking, "What would happen if | fell in to the
water?" As the bike began floating overhead, with me still on it | was starting to get very

scared. Finally | landed on flat gravel ground. | could feel pain shooting up and down my
bruised and scratched body.

My dad saw it all. He came riding to me. We didn’t have any first aid supplies with us
and the truck was a long ways away so my dad took off his big, warm, heavy white
sweatshirt and wrapped up my knee to stop the blood from pouring out. My knee was
where the pain was coming from. Amber than said that she was tired and | was in a lot of
pain so my dad decided that we stop bike riding and go home.

| got on my bike and rode off slowly. | went through the easiest paths. | was the

slowest but | made it to the truck without falling. The trip home was painful but | made it
back alive.

My dad disinfected, and wrapped my leg with cloth. There were no stitches needed,
just a bunch of cuts and bruises. It was a week longer before | started to ride my bike

again. After that painful experience I know now to use the left break only when going up hill and
right break to go down.
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Exceeds Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writer creates a short story with some complexity and originality. Paragraphing is exceptionally well-
done.

» createsastory around akey idea with some complexity, originality and creative development
» usesdetails and description to develop events and images
» flows smoothly; uses a variety of sentence types and lengths effectively

* experiments with figurative language and increasingly sophisticated techniques (e.g., irony); “plays’
with language

* beginning introduces the character

* heightensinterest by creating uncertainty and introducing plot twists

* ending issurprising, humorous

» character has some originality and isreveaed by what they do and say
» dialogue adds interest and helps to develop both plot and character

» occasiona errorsdo not interfere with meaning

» gspelling and punctuation are correct

* generaly grammatically correct
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Transcript:
The Cinnamon Adventure

It was an unusually bright and sunny day at the small town of Bradford. It was as if
something mysterious and totally out of the ordinary was going to happen.

| was making cinnamon rolls when | realized that there wasn'’t a single speck of
cinnamon in the whole house. How can you make cinnamon rolls without cinnamon? It’s
just can’t be done!

| checked my watch and it was 4:45 o’clock. Good. That means | have a full 15
minutes before the store down the road closes for the night.

| took a glance outside. It didn't look all that nice anymore. The garbage can
became monsters that feasted on the unknowing people passing. So did the trees with
their branches turning into deadly claws. There were monsters lurking behind every bush
and hiding in every shadow.

" Petra stop that!" | told myself. | had a very overactive imagination and Mother
shivers every time she thinks of it.

"One day, your imagination will be your doom!" her mother warned Chewing on a
strand of my long, blond hair, | dared myself to look outside again. Of course | always did
my dares and | looked. It was all nice again and all the monsters were gone. Still | couldn’t
forget-the dark picture my mind had painted.

"Oh well, | really need that cinnamon!" | sighed.
A minute later | stepped outside. The air was fresh and had a certain bite to it that

forecasted there will be a early fall. The bird happily chirped in the nearby trees that just a
few minutes ago were monsters.

"Hey, it isn't all that bad after all!'" | thought.

In fact | was starting to enjoy it. The sun was warm and the day was absolutely
beautiful! Maybe | should do this more often.

| was just a short block away from the store when it happened. | looked up into the
darkening sky and saw a glowing flying saucer descending. It landed a mere few feet away
from me and out popped 20 little green aliens. They looked around with their six eyes and
then finally saw me. With their one leg, they rolled over. My heart was pounding with fear
as they came closer and closer. Soon they were a short foot away but still | didn’t move. |
was frozen with fear. My eyes darted back and forth was | willed my legs to move and
carry me to safety.

" We are from the Planet of aoc@daoc@aoc@aocewpbwtd and we come in peace.”
declared the alien in halting English.

| let out a sigh of relief.
" All we want to do is take over the world!" it continued.

That got me moving! | gave a shrill shriek that scared all the birds away and
sprinted as fast as | could in the direction of the store.
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| could hear the alien saying behind me " Come back! We won't hurt you. All we
want to do is dissect you."

Oh yah, that was reasuring! | ran even faster.

Then | heard a deep rumble from deep within the Earth. Then there was a tremor.
Then a CRACK! The sidewalk | was just going to step on spilt and formed something
that's probably equal to the Grand Canyon. It was so deep you couldn’t even see the
bottom of it.

| looked at the ever widening crack and then back-at the little green aliens with their
freaky dissecting tools.

"Oh, do I really have to jump?!?" | wailed.

The | saw something! Parked along the side of the road was a hovercraft! |
"borrowed" it and drove over the deep abyss.

Unfortunately, | was terrified of heights and started jumping in terror. If jumping in a
hovercraft wasn't bad enough, | accidentally jumped ff!

Down, down | went as | screamed at the top of my voice. | probably broke a few
windows and a few eardrums but | just kept on screaming.

Then | remembered | had a parachute! | quickly pulled the cord, then took out my
Super Mega-Mega Cordless Blowdryer and blew myself to safety.

| spotted a small lake nearby and decided that | would land there. Well it was either
a lake or a very , very , very big puddle.

Unfortunately it was just a very, very, very big puddle. This puddle wasn’t only big, it
was also shallow. It was only one inch deep!

So | crashed into the puddle at breakneck speed and mud flew everywhere. To my
"wonderful” luck, this was a spawning ground for the awful man-eating ducks! They looked
at me with their red fiery eyes and smacked their lips. | could see their gleaming sharp
teeth. | could also tell they were thinking of dessert!

| quickly scanned the area around me for a suitable weapon. Ah ha! A Nancy Drew
Book! I quickly read a paragraph and soon they were snoring in blissful slumber.

| tip toed out of the puddle and looked behind me to see if they were still sleeping.
Unfortunately, as | was doing that, | accidentally stepped on one! In a cry of pain, the man-
eating duck woke up its whole herd.

| didn’t bother to look back, | just ran as fast as my little legs would go. Oh the store
was only a few steps away! Three more steps to safety! 3 ........... 2.0

| triumphantly went through the door like a marathon runner crossing the finish line.
| was safe! Now | could get my cinnamon to complete my cinnamon rolls!

But to my surprise, the owner was mopping his floor. Of-course, | didn't notice it and
| came running onto it. | slipped and fell. There was a loud CRACK and I felt a sharp pain
shoot into my head. Then it was all dark .....and | felt no more.

The End
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Grade 8 Literary Writing: Additional Sample 4
Writing and I llustrating Picture Books for Younger Children

Context

This class often writes for avariety of audiences. The teacher makes an effort to have the students
write for real audiences when possible.

Process

Students were asked to write and illustrate a story book for younger children. Students worked
independently to draft, edit, and publish their work. The teacher arranged for most of the students
to go to elementary classroomsto read their stories to younger children.
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Meets Expectations (Minimal Level)

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

The writing is direct and compl ete, but not appropriate to be read to younger children.

* createsastory around arelatively simple, concrete idea; predictable with parts modelled on other works
» little relevant detail and description to develop characters

» beginning describes the problem and situation, and introduces the main characters

» endingisforced and unlikely

* most sentences are complete, but may be awkward

» capitalization and sentence end punctuation are generally correct
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At aham woaon'

o ver y smart Kidh . _he

Lam€ oot d@ the cuse 0\1‘\'1)\ ?o\“‘l‘\‘cl’\ _(_A_gge:)\ him,

‘_Erﬁ‘_‘t}\w_%k¥ h.m Aand Pun_;kcd hi n~ in The

almm

f{,u,ll\,z ho\m)\, Y—‘\' ‘\.or+ C’\r{/\kv\ﬂ\ ren\l\, bmc\ o\m) %e—
i

s}mrvlet}\ <Y ‘m?_
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Al om and Patri K 64‘5.(‘!{‘::}\ € t_kﬂg ; ng I"lSuH’}.

L«raﬁmw\ ant O G \/ch! an c‘} f ‘{ v'pml"r: Lk L\j‘ his_ nfm,
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Padeick  wa very kg?m‘)\f he  and o $riead

1}0“ é\%\kmm b-ﬂ()\ too k him +(3 'H\e _ 7(60 Q‘F ™~

el Y b 1t bu | l as ng and +Kfeu"cuk +o ‘H\fow

1'\1"’“ OFQ- ISJ'L Hm

Sufer m on Chm e J‘o -f-}\{

réqeve,
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CoThen  afber G bhat o o

AMIIL Palri.r,k an ) hie ’S:ft(cn(l were _in ail _____m_é_d_“-

\Aal)
J

1_2_\1&_1’% one  wope Lnep‘{w:ck And\ his Friend.
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Fully Meets Expectations

NOT YET MEETS FULLY EXCEEDS

SNAPSHOT

MEANING

STYLE

FORM

CONVENTIONS

Teacher’s Observations

Although this story is modelled on countless other works, it iswell written and was favourably received by
younger children.

* createsastory that is generally straightforward, but features some originality
* usesdetail and description to develop characters

* sentences generally flow smoothly with avariety of patterns and lengths (attempts at complex structures
may be awkward)

» beginning introduces the main characters

» developsthrough believable and generally predictable events
» endingislogical

» followsbasic rules for sentence construction

e punctuation is generally correct, including commas and parentheses
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Kelgt Jones and
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1.

OPC@, i abodr 00, Ty Engimoi/
theee 1ved o Kiag (called Bob), ond his
Jovahter, Frincess Anpa. Tt \ad come time
for \/\?-n% Rob 4o choose o husberd &6 Aacar,
For Ahot Was the drodvron fn Hose dqjgo
HQ (W05 o 300(\ K?rg, %\r\oug h, Ond wonted Anna
1o e \‘0\0'@3 50 e osked her who she wonted

+o0 ot oy
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P f]\(\e told \mm Hﬁ\ﬂ)( ahe O\(\)fed o mafrj

LD\" d L \S’\X\ ?\b? P ())Y W(mkr’ ( “Ne ‘(\D\c o'(\\\)\
Coor. him once efere, bt had Fhouglht o ke

Was hovsore). The \<r\3 oaveed Witk Mg, and o

d
(nescage Wos cenx Yo Lord Rodle, who Conserte

¢ C\%\ﬁ* C\L,J&\j
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E.T

——

8()655 she made o wrong disicion, Jrkou3\m.
Ime@n, W seemed a\rfg\r\* o -Qf\ﬂgﬁvi hot 05

Soon ps there was No oNe woﬁchﬂr\g e had
her LorKing for  im \itke o dave,
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4.

T€ oY wosnt e-v\ougv\, Jh le Annon was
)fak"mg o ol ghe heocd volces Tn o Yoo
So, she |istened ox xNe doovy ond heord N
huslsond p\o‘i‘\ ‘ag wWith come guofo\s Yo DVEVX\\(Ow
her 3@0\6{ Yhe Kﬁ\'\B oo Proayr Lord Rutle
Could rule !
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e

T\(\e Kfng, however. didn't bhelieve her
becavse Lord Rofle had been s nice in courx
That Xing Bob coulda™ velp buk Frush hivn.
FO\’\S(L)(\O\}(&\L} ANt Knew Cxcxc)r\J Now she

Could prove fo el Loxhex thot Locd Wileor
Rofle Los o droidar,
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Thade same day, ¥he Deincess led Xerg
B@o and o few of his men Up Yo \nexr
(ond her hudhands) cromiber, ond Yold Xeem
10 Lisken ok Yhe deor. She vt in ond teld
Lo(‘c\ Qus\e how she wos Yired & ner Sabher
ond YhoXx Sne woold e o rmuch
Mpp\e\* % he were m\?v\ﬂ (ol ?ot-\’ & Yhe P\o.n).
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Thinking T was safe, OAson old Ann,
NS p\(m. Thwe K?ng (ho hod been \fs*er\?f\ﬁ
e whole ¥me) Fhen borek Tn wfth hs men,
ond with \r\orckla any Mrovble, arrested Locd
QUQ\%,LA(\OMA W\C}K‘T\Ed \'\’\e Pf:ﬁceﬁs ohlj S0
he covld he \»«‘3\(\8.
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Y

Anro, who ) ot
decided Yo Skoy single. Most dhories end with

hod been ollowed Yo re-rofry

\\m\A ’f\'\@g \veod \'\oug(ﬁ\ﬁ ever ofer, bt I c‘on"Jr
50y ot becowse even though they .d‘ﬁ_w\ r
l?ve ver_(,) \'\appﬂy g;0(‘ 58m5 Yo come . e\ e+
Anna., of her foxher [ived Covtever oSker Yot
Yo  weo\dnd be ¥rue
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