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ONGOING ONSITE OPERATIONS
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Larger numbers of salmon are arriving at the Big Bar | i
landslide site as water levels stabilize. ‘

As of August 5, approximately 3,535 salmon have
been detected at the Churn Creek sonar station, lo-
cated 40 km upstream. The increasing numbers of
salmon detected at Churn is a positive indicator of
successful migration past the barrier.

With the higher capacity Whooshh™ system now in
operation, crews are focused on system optimiza-
tion and other improvements. New filters were in-
stalled to reduce sediment in the water supply be-
fore it reaches the fine spray misters and other sen-
sitive components. Crews also added mesh and
netting to better guide fish movement within the
concrete ladder and the steep pass ramp to reduce
incidental harm. Other work included constructing
walkways and ramps, improving vehicle and equip-
ment access, and upgrading rock fall protection
measures.

During the hot Cariboo summer, temperatures at
the site have regularly exceeded 40°C. Ensuring

crew safety and hydration during the hot weather is

TOP: Mesh installation over the steep pass to prevent escape.

a top concern.

MONITORING UPDATE

Sockeye have been observed in increasing numbers at the sonar
station downstream of the Big Bar landslide, near the ferry. New fish
are being counted in the low thousands each day.

On August 5, the monitoring team tagged 25 fish, for a total of 283
chinook and 100 sockeye. Enhanced tagging efforts are under way to
tag more fish before they enter the Whooshh™ to better understand

fish movement above the slide site.
UPDATE CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

PICTURED: Sockeye in the holding pool at the top of the concrete fish ladder, waiting
to enter the Whooshh™ system or for transport by truck.

BRITISH

COLUMBIA Canad'éi



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/aquatic-habitat-management/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
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PICTURED: Sockeye loaded for transport to the Cultus Lake Research Lab.

ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE

On August 2, 133 sockeye were transferred from the French Bar Creek holding facility to the Cultus Lake Re-
search Lab. The previous week, 105 sockeye were transferred to the lab. The majority of the fish are likely
Early Stuart sockeye but DNA tests will confirm. The program target is to collect 400 Early Stuart sockeye.

Following DNA testing, 70 chinook have now been transferred to the Nechako White Sturgeon Conservation
Centre in Vanderhoof. Fish from eight separate chinook populations in the upper Fraser River are being col-
lected for the hatchery.

BIG BAR SALMON COUNTS

SALMON RADIO SALMON USING ALTERNATIVE FISH PASSAGE
)’ TAGGED BELOW SALMON 40 KM UPSTREAM
WHOOSHH PASSAGE
BIG BAR LANDSLIDE - TRUCK AND TRANSPORT OF BIG BAR LANDSLIDE
PORTAL
TOTAL TO DATE 383 3315 114 3535

Daily updated counts online
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=636BAFFB10A1492C964B5FE1E90E80F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/fish/aquatic-habitat-management/fish-passage/big-bar-landslide-incident
http://bcrfc.env.gov.bc.ca/freshet/clever/08MF040.PDF?WT.cg_n=HootSuite
http://ow.ly/xtpQ30p4P3t
https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pacific-smon-pacifique/big-bar-landslide-eboulement/smon-count-denombrement-eng.html

