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Wild Aquatic Plant Harvester Licence 

Application Guidebook 

 

This guidebook is intended to provide helpful advice and examples for applicants submitting a wild 

harvest application for the harvest of wild aquatic plants for commercial purposes or for personal use 

greater than 100 kg. Please review this guidebook before you fill out the new application. We provide 

several examples throughout this guidebook including helpful links and mapping information.  
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The application is a fillable PDF which can be filled out on your computer using a free adobe 

application which can be downloaded here. 

Application Checklist 
Prior to submitting your application ensure you have completed the following components: 

☐ If you had a licence to harvest from the previous year (harvest season), have you completed your Wild 

Aquatic Plant Harvester Record & Royalty Return Form and paid any applicable royalties? 

☐ If you are a new harvester asking to harvest more than 1 tonne/species have you included monitoring 

data to support a sustainable harvest? 

☐ If you are asking for an increased quota, from your previously approved licence, have you included 

monitoring data to support a sustainable harvest in your area? 

https://helpx.adobe.com/ca/reader/get-started.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquatic-plants/wild_aquatic_plant_harvester_record__royalty_form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquatic-plants/wild_aquatic_plant_harvester_record__royalty_form.pdf
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☐Have you filled in all the boxes on the application to their fullest extent? 

☐Have you have completed an Aquatic Plant Harvest Plan Proposal for each species which you are 

proposing to harvest? 

☐Have you determined how you will pay the appropriate fees ($110 per application), and do you have 

that ready for when you submit the application? 

☐Does your map include sufficient detail to indicate where you would like to harvest? Please be as 

specific as possible in the locations you would like to harvest. 

Section 1: Applicant History 

 

Select YES if: 

• You have never submitted a wild harvest application previously. 

• You have never received a wild aquatic plant harvest licence. 

• If you select YES, you can skip Section 1 questions 2 and 3 and move to Section 2.  

Select NO if: 

• You applied and received a licence last year or any year previously. 

• You applied and received a licence several years ago but not recently. 

• You applied to harvest a different species than what is included in this application. 

• You applied to harvest in a different management area than what is included in this application. 

If you have selected YES, you are considered a new applicant to wild aquatic plant harvest in BC and your 

quota will be limited to one (1) tonne/species for a maximum of two (2) species in your first harvest year. 

However, if you provide biomass data for your requested species showing there is enough biomass to 

support a larger harvest sustainably, the decision maker will take this into consideration. For information 

on how to collect biomass data on canopy kelps (giant and bull kelp) please review the MaPP monitoring 

methods and training videos. For assistance with methods for additional seaweed species please contact 

AquaticPlant.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca. Biomass data or any other applicable reports can be included as 

supporting or supplemental documentation and can be included with your wild aquatic plant application 

at time of submission.  

The Province takes all relevant information into consideration when making decisions on licenses, 
including recent biomass and density data, potential changes in species abundance and health due to 

http://mappocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MaPP_Kelp_Monitoring_Methods_2021.pdf
http://mappocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MaPP_Kelp_Monitoring_Methods_2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD5wTqJwsmGzB5mKSEiFwLI8N2rQOy8-F
mailto:AquaticPlant.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca
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external factors such as climate change, historical harvesting amounts, potential impacts to Aboriginal 
rights and/or title, FSC requirements, outcomes of consensus-seeking consultation with First Nations, 
and existing total quota caps.  
 

  

If you are requesting an increase in your quota from the previous year you must provide biomass data 

for your requested species demonstrating there is enough to support a greater harvest sustainably. For 

information on how to collect biomass data on canopy kelps please review the MaPP monitoring 

methods and training videos. For assistance with methods for additional seaweed species please contact 

AquaticPlant.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca.   

The Province takes all relevant information into consideration when making decisions on licenses, 
including recent biomass and density data, potential changes in species abundance and health due to 
external factors such as climate change, historical harvesting amounts, potential impacts to Aboriginal 
rights and/or title, FSC requirements, outcomes of consensus-seeking consultation with First Nations, 
and existing total quota caps.  
 

 
As stated in the BC Fish and Seafood Licencing Regulations your Wild Aquatic Plant Harvester Record & 

Royalty Return Form must be submitted within 10 days after the completion of harvesting or upon expiry 

of the licence, whichever comes first.  

Examples of the timing for returning the Record and Royalty form: 

You harvest aquatic plants on your licence from May 15 – October 8. Your harvester record would be due 

no later than October 18. 

http://mappocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MaPP_Kelp_Monitoring_Methods_2021.pdf
http://mappocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MaPP_Kelp_Monitoring_Methods_2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD5wTqJwsmGzB5mKSEiFwLI8N2rQOy8-F
mailto:AquaticPlant.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/261_2016
https://alpha.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquatic-plants/wild_aquatic_plant_harvester_record__royalty_form.pdf
https://alpha.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquatic-plants/wild_aquatic_plant_harvester_record__royalty_form.pdf
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You harvest aquatic plants on your licence from June 30 - December 22. Your harvester record is due no 

later than December 31. 

Didn’t or weren’t able to harvest this year? You are still required to fill it out your record for all species 

you received a quota by the December 31 deadline. 

 

If you selected YES you do not need to answer question 5. 

If you selected NO you need to provide a rational for why you were unable to do so. As a reminder, 

please DO NOT apply for licences in areas in which you do not intend to harvest to “hold” the location 

or species. If you know you won’t be able to harvest in an area in a particular year, please do not apply 

for a quota, you can re-apply to harvest in the future without any penalty. If the Province notes that you 

are not harvesting most of your quota on a regular basis (i.e., across multiple years), it is likely that we 

will reduce your quota or disallow that species/area. 

Section 2: Harvester Information 

 

Please fill out all of the information above. If there is no Secondary Applicant please include N/A under 

the phone number section.  
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Section 3: Harvester Contact  

 

If you will be the ONLY person harvesting wild kelp under your licence choose YES. 

If you will be employing other people, even if you will always be with them, please choose NO and 

include all names below. If you add additional staff during the year, please email 

AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca. 

Please ensure that the primary applicant and/or any employees have a copy of the approved and signed 

wild aquatic plant harvest licence while out harvesting.  

If employees will be out harvesting without the primary applicant (the person whose name the licence is 

in), they will be required to carry both a copy of the licence and a letter signed by the licence holder to 

verify their employment. Information that needs to be on the letter includes: employee’s name, species 

the employee can harvest, quota for each species in each management area, and the expiry date of the 

licence, licensee signature. See Appendix 2: Examples of letter for employed harvesters for examples of 

appropriate letters. 

Section 4: General Application Information 
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If you selected YES to Question 2 you must fill out 2a. If you selected NO to Question 2 please include 

N/A. The Province will not issue you a wild aquatic plant harvest licence for Spawn on Kelp without a 

valid DFO licence.  

For more information about the SOK licence please review the DFO webpage.  

For question 3 include all potential outcomes for the seaweed you will be harvesting (e.g., human 

consumption, cosmetics, fertilizer, livestock feed, pharmaceutical, etc). If there is any possibility that the 

seaweed will be ingested by humans (e.g., direct food for human, ingested pharmaceuticals etc) this 

MUST be included in your list and you must check YES for question 4. 

See here for more information about getting licenced to process seafood and a list of currently licenced 

seafood processors (links available on webpage highlighted in red box below): 

https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/licence-permis/docs/commercial-licence-permis-ref/spawn-oeufs-eng.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/seafood-industry-licensing
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Section 5: General Location Information 

 

If you do not have a previously approved map or if you are applying to change your area from your most 

recently approved application you must submit a map indicating your proposed harvest area. 

Please fill out this section even if you are using the same area as your most recently approved 

application. 

 

DFO management areas and subareas can be found here. 

If you would like to harvest in multiple DFO management areas you must submit a separate application 

for each area. You must also include a separate map for each area.  

 

Please describe where you will be harvesting. Some examples include: 

Macrocystis: Four Macrocystis (giant kelp) beds will be harvested around Diana Island on the west side 

of the island. Three additional beds will be harvested around the Ross Islets on the east side of the 

islands. Beds are mapped and are included in a supplemental document.  

Alaria: We will be harvesting Alaria from around Edward King Island (rocky intertidal areas) 

predominantly on the north west side of the island. 

Salicornia: Salicornia will be harvested from the upper intertidal/terrestrial transition zone along three 

beaches in Baynes Sound (Buccaneer beach, Deep Bay Spit beach, Garrod Rd Beach). 

 

The recommended way for you to include a digital map with your application is by using iMapBC. See 

Appendix 1 below for instructions on how to create a digital map using iMapBC.  

 

https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fm-gp/maps-cartes/areas-secteurs/index-eng.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/geographic-data-services/web-based-mapping/imapbc


9 
 

 

Section 6: Species and Requested Quota 
 

 

Fill out your requested quota for each species you are applying for in tonnes. For example, if you are 

requesting to harvest 4000 kg enter 4 in the harvest quota requested column. If you are requesting to 

harvest 500 kg enter 0.5. 

If you would like to harvest a species which is not present on this list please fill out it’s name in the other 

category (Group 9). For example, Mazzaella japonica would be added under Group 9.  

You must submit a separate application for each Group of species for which you are applying to 

harvest. For example, if you are applying to harvest Macrocystis pyrifera, Nereocystis luetkeana, 

Saccharina spp., and Ulva spp. in the same DFO management area you must submit three applications: 

one for Macrocystis pyrifera and Nereocystis luetkeana, one for Saccharina spp., and one for Ulva spp. 

You will be required to pay $110 for each application. 
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Section 7: Information and Signature 

 

 

Please read ALL the essential information in section 7. 
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Once you have read all of the information in Section 7 please sign the document, include your printed 

name, and the date. You can use the signature function in adobe to sign or print off the document and 

sign by hand.  

****Please double (and even triple) check your form before you sign it through adobe**** Once you 

add a digital signature the form locks and you can no longer edit it. If you find a mistake you will have to 

start over once it is signed. 

Please use “save as” to save your signed application under a different name. For example, Aquatic Plant 

Harvester Licence Application for Seaweeds R Us_2023_Signed. Reviewers may ask for application 

revisions. If the application is only saved with a digital signature the form locks and you will have to start 

over again to make the revisions.  

After you have confirmed that the form has been filled out correctly and it has been signed follow the 

instructions in the information section for how to submit your form to FrontCounter BC. 

If you have any additional questions about the application please email 

AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca 

 All applicants are required to submit a harvest plan proposal for each species which you intend to 

harvest.  

  

mailto:AquaticPlants.Courtenay@gov.bc.ca
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Appendix 1: How to Create a Harvest Area Location Using iMapBC 
 

Complete wild aquatic plant harvester applications must include a kml/kmz, shapefile, or a map of 

harvest area location. Please follow the instructions below to create a harvest area map using iMapBC. 

Applicants who are applying to harvest aquatic plants in the same location as an expired wild aquatic 

plant harvester licence should include their harvest area map from their last year of harvest.   

 

Step 1: Launch iMapBC 

• To launch iMapBC, please visit by clicking the blue link here: 

http://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/. 

• If you can’t click the link, type the link into the search bar on your internet browser like in the 

image below. 

•  iMapBC may take a few minutes to load. When iMapBC has launched, there should be an image 

of British Columbia on the screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/
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Step 2: Move the image of British Columbia so the area you want to harvest is in the 

center of your computer screen. 

Position your cursor on the image of British Columbia. Click, drag, and release your mouse until the area 

you want to harvest is in the center of your screen. For example, if you want to harvest in the Strait of 

Georgia. Move the image on your screen until the Strait of Georgia is in the center of your screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: Zoom in to magnify the area you want to harvest in. 

Use the plus button on the top left corner of the image of British Columbia to increase the size of the 

area you want to harvest. You may need to click, drag, and release your mouse to move the image as you 

zoom in.  
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Step 4: Select the iMapBC sketch tool.  

• Click Sketch under the iMapBC logo on the top left side of your screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Step 5: Choose a drawing tool from the sketch toolbar. 

• Click a sketch tool such as freehand shape, circle, polygon, or rectangle. 
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Step 6: Draw a shape around the area you want to harvest. 

• Click and hold your mouse to draw a shape around the area you want to harvest. Select the erase 

or clear tool if you want to erase your drawing and redraw your shape.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 7: Select the iMapBC Export Tool. 

• Click export under the iMapBC logo on the top left side of your screen. 
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Step 8: Choose the Print iMapBC export tool and print your drawing. 

• Click print from the export tools. Ensure that the output format is a pdf. Print your drawing by 

clicking print on the bottom left-hand corner of your screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Step 9: Open the printed file.   

• IMapBC may take a few minutes to print your drawing. Once your file is ready click open file.  
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Step 10: Save the printed file and include it as part of your wild aquatic plant harvester 

application.  

• Save the file by clicking the save icon beside the print icon on the top right-hand corner of your 

computer screen.  Include the file as part of your wild aquatic plant harvester application.  

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2: Examples of letter for employed harvesters 
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Helpful Links 
• BC Aquaculture Main Page: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-

seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquaculture  

• BC Aquatic Plant Harvesting: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-

seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/commercial-fisheries/aquatic-plant-harvesting 

• Shorezone Mapping: https://www.shorezone.org/  

• Marine Plan Partnership (MaPP) canopy kelp monitoring resources:  

o Monitoring methods  

o Monitoring methods training videos.  

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquaculture
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/aquaculture
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/commercial-fisheries/aquatic-plant-harvesting
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/fisheries-and-aquaculture/commercial-fisheries/aquatic-plant-harvesting
https://www.shorezone.org/
http://mappocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MaPP_Kelp_Monitoring_Methods_2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD5wTqJwsmGzB5mKSEiFwLI8N2rQOy8-F

