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Charges Approved in Motor Vehicle Fatality 

Victoria - The Criminal Justice Branch (CJB), Ministry of Justice, announced today that 
criminal charges have been approved against Kenneth Jacob Fenton following an 
investigation into a motor vehicle collision that resulted in the death of RCMP Constable 
Sarah Beckett.  

Mr. Fenton has been charged with: 

1. impaired driving causing death contrary to section 255(3) of the Criminal Code;
2. flight from police causing death contrary to section 249.1(3);
3. dangerous driving causing death contrary to section 249.(4);
4. driving with a blood alcohol content in excess of 80 milligrams contrary to section

255(3.1); and,
5. refusing to provide a sample of his blood upon demand by police when he knew, or

ought to have known, that his operation of a vehicle caused an accident resulting in
death contrary to section 255(3.2).

All of these offences are alleged to have occurred on April 5, 2016 at or near Langford, 
British Columbia. 

The charges against Mr. Fenton were sworn on September 14, 2016. His first appearance 
will be in Colwood Provincial Court (File No. 19489) on a date to be determined. 

As these matters are now before the Court, the Branch will not be making any further 
comment.  

The Charge Assessment Guidelines applied by the CJB in reviewing Reports to Crown 
Counsel are established in Branch policy and are available online at: 

www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/criminal-justice/prosecution-service/crown-
counsel-policy-manual/cha-1-charge-assessment-guidelines.pdf 

Media Contact: Dan McLaughlin 
Communications Counsel 
Criminal Justice Branch 
(250) 387-5169

To learn more about B.C.'s criminal justice system visit the British Columbia Prosecution 
Service website at:  www.gov.bc.ca/prosecutionservice 
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