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Events!

Emergency Preparedness
Week,

May 1A 7, 2011
Victoria, BC
www.getprepared.gc.ca

Cross Border Workshop,
May 24ii 26, 2011

Victoria, BC
www.pnwbha.org

EPICC Forum & Workshop:

Keeping My Business Going,

May 25-26, 2011
New Westminster, BC
www.epicc.org

World Conference on
Disaster Management,
June 19 22

Toronto, Ontario

www.wcdm.org/toronto/
toronto.html

Eighth Annual Cross Border Workshop Victoria May 24-26

Wayne Dauphinee, executive director, Pacific Northwest Border Health Alliance

Since 2004, the Washington State Department of
Health and the B.C. Ministry of Health have
jointly sponsored an annual Pacific North West
Cross Border Public Health Workshop on
emerging public health issues, including
pandemic influenza. The eighth Workshop is
scheduled May 24-26,
2011 in Victoria, B.C.

Each year, the workshop
brings together public
health partners from both
sides of the Canada-US
border to explore shared
interests across the
spectrum of public health
and emergency
preparedness:
epidemiology surveillance
and investigation, public
health laboratories,
emergency management, emergency medical
services, risk communication, indigenous health,
public health law and academia.

Participating jurisdictions from Canada include:
federal, provincial/territorial (B.C., Yukon and
Saskatchewan), regional, and First Nations
representation. The United States will be
represented by: federal, tribal, state (Washington,
Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and North
Dakota) and local government.

These workshops have reinforced the need for on-
going consultation, collaboration and
communication between public health partners
and all participating jurisdictions have committed
to continue that work. Participants have agreed to

Washington State Secretary of Health, Mary Selecky,
and PNWBHA Co-Chairs, John Erickson (WA)
and John Lavery (B.C.)

undertake a collaborative approach around access
to and use of available health service resources to
prepare for, respond to and recover from public
health emergencies. They have also agreed on the
need to explore possible new areas of joint

collaboration

W DPast workshop themes have
included: Health Resiliency; Mass
Gatherings and Major Events;
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness:
A Public Health Perspective; Cross
Border Collaboration:
Opportunities and Challenges;
Building Cross Border Infectious
Disease Surveillance and Response
Partnerships; and Tracking
Infectious Diseases Across Borders.

The 2010 workshop, held in
Seattle, WA, brought together over
200 participants, representing fields of epidemiology,
public health laboratories, emergency management,
EMS, emergency response, communications, and law
to address Global Challenges and Regional Solutions.

The eighth workshop, co-hosted by the PNWBHA
and the B.C. Ministry of Health, will be held at the
Delta Victoria Ocean Point Resort and Spa, Victoria.
This year's theme, “The Health Impacts of Disasters:
Infectious Diseases and Beyond,” is a forum for public
health partners to develop crucial cross-border
preparedness and response policies and forge the vital
relationships needed during a public health crisis.

The Workshop agenda and registration information can be
obtained at www.doh.wa.gov/Topics crossborder2011/.
While the workshop is free, it is by invitation only.



http://www.doh.wa.gov/Topics/crossborder2011/
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New Hospital Colour Code Policy for B.C. Health System

Kirsten Brown, manager, Planning, Emergency Management Unit

British Columbia Hospitals
Emergency Colour Codes
Code Purpose

Missing Patient
Missing or Abducted Infant or Child

Code Black Bomb Threat

Codeinte

Pediatric Emergency and/or Obstetrical Emergency

Hazardous Substance Training Initiative

Kirsten Brown, manager, Planning, Emergency Management Unit

Patients contaminated with chemicals and other hazardous
substances arrive at B.C. emergency departments every year.
Emergency department staff — as “first receivers” — are at risk of
exposure from contaminated patients who self present at health
care facilities for treatment. Recent examples of

contaminated patients arriving at B.C. hospitals,

following the ingestion of pesticides and

exposure to hazardous substances such as

asbestos and diesel fuel reinforce, the need for

continued preparedness in this area.

Health authorities across the province prepare
for and respond to hazardous substance
incidents through a variety of training,
education and preparedness activities. The
Ministry of Health (HLTH) is working closely
with health system partners to standardize
preparedness levels across the province through
a dedicated provincial hazardous substance
response program.




