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We wish to recognize and acknowledge the Nanoose and Qualicum First Nations on whose 

traditional territory we do our work.  

FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION ENHANCEMENT AGREEMENT 

The initial District 69 (Qualicum) First Nations Education Enhancement Agreement (FNEEA) was 

signed on April 1, 2004.  The Agreement was in effect for a five-year term.   

BACKGROUND TO THIS EDUCATION ENHANCEMENT AGREEMENT 

School District 69 (Qualicum) was among the first group of school districts in British Columbia to 

develop and work through a First Nations Enhancement Agreement having started in the 2003-

2004 school year.  We believe that we have made significant progress toward the achievement 

of the goals and objectives first set in 2003 and monitored through 2008. 

The new Education Enhancement Agreement in School District 69 (Qualicum) is called the First 

Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Enhancement Agreement 

THE BEGINNING OF OUR NEW JOURNEY 

The First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Enhancement Agreement was developed by the 

students, families, staff and community in School District 69 (Qualicum). 

A public forum was held on October 29, 2008 to review our progress toward achievement of 

our Education Enhancement Agreement Goals and to discuss new directions for the next five-

year Education Enhancement Agreement.  This forum was enthusiastically attended by some 70 

persons including First Nations, Métis and Inuit parents, students, educators and School District 

personnel. 

Meetings of the First Nations Advisory Committee with representatives of First Nations, Métis 

and Inuit community groups and school staff were held on January 21, February 5, and 

February 19, 2009. 
 

This committee reviewed and further developed the work begun by the Public Forum. 

The First Nations Education Advisory Committee is made up of: 

- a member from the Qualicum First Nation 

- a member from the Nanoose First Nation 

- three elected First Nations, Métis and Inuit parents (off reserve) 

- a member from the Mount Arrowsmith Teachers Association (MATA) 

- a member from the Qualicum District Principals and Vice-Principals Association (QDPVPA) 

- A school District 69 (Qualicum) trustee 
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In the development of this new Education Enhancement Agreement, we used the medicine 

wheel to guide the process.  The medicine wheel was used by School District 23 (Kelowna).  We 

thought that it would add to the process we would use with the parents and school community 

at large.  The Education Enhancement Agreement is divided into four quadrants ς Spiritual, 

Mental, Physical and Intellectual.  This wheel guides our program so we can focus on all aspects 

of the studentsΩ being. 

Many aspects of the old Agreement were important to the attendees as target areas to keep 

working on.  There were also areas that were addressed in the new Education Enhancement 

Agreement.   

OUR STUDENTS 

The First Nations Program in School District 69 (Qualicum) serves the families from the two 

local First Nations communities as well as the families of aboriginal ancestry representing many 

different Nations from across Canada.  We have 398 students who are part of our program. 

OUR STAFF 

1 ς Elder 

1 ς District Principal     

5 ς Home school liaison workers   

1 ς Teacher (.50) 

1 ς Administrative Assistant 
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SPIRITUAL QUADRANT 

To increase the awareness of First Nations, Métis and Inuit history, culture, traditions and 

language among all students.  
 

INITIATIVE 1 

First Nations resource people working in classrooms to increase the awareness of First Nations, 

Métis and Inuit history, culture, traditions and language among all students. 
 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

School Based Projects: 

¶ Each school in the District was given the 
opportunity to submit proposals and plans 
to enhance and increase the awareness of 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit history, 
traditions and culture among all students 
in School District 69.  Please see the 
project reports on pages 22-49. 
 

 

¶ By student engagement in the schools. 
 

¶ By teacher and administrator participation. 
 

¶ Reading the school reports that were 
submitted by individual school sites.  
 

 

 

Success: 
Note: 
Not all schools participated due to teacher job action.  In these cases, the First Nations Home 
School Liaison Workers planned and carried out individual classroom presentations with 
teacher input and support. 
The projects carried out were a success.    

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue with the school based projects.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Elders coming into schools to teach 

students about First Nations, Métis and 

Inuit history, traditions and culture. 

 



5 

 

SPIRITUAL QUADRANT (continued) 

To provide an opportunity for all students to participate in Hul'q'umi'num language instruction 

as part of a structured set of First Nations, Métis and Inuit content objectives at several grade 

levels (K ς 12) 
 

INITIATIVE 2 

First Nations resource people who are fluent speakers in the Hul'q'umi'num language working 

in classrooms to increase the awareness of the Hul'q'umi'num language to the students. 
 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ One of our IǳƭΩǉΩǳƳƛΩƴǳƳ speaking staff 
has been promoting the language within 
schools throughout the District. 
 

¶ We have three schools in the District that 
are learning Coast Salish and  
Nuu chah nulth songs and dances.  

 

 

¶ I have witnessed the use of language in the 
schools with students. 

 

¶ Students perform for school assemblies 
and community functions. 
- Parksville Elementary ς 45 dancers and 

7 drummers 

- Winchelsea Elementary ς 20 dancers 
and 3 drummers 

- Nanoose Bay Elementary ς 15 dancers 
and 3 drummers 

Success: 
The  IǳƭΩǉΩǳƳƛΩƴǳƳ language continues to be taught to students who have an interest.  The 
Liaison Worker uses the First Voices program to work with individual students. 
The three dance groups in the District are open to all students.  There were 93 students who 
took part last year.  

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue with all the above projects.   

 

Hul'q'umi'num Language lessons                                  



6 

 

EMOTIONAL QUADRANT 

To increase a sense of belonging, self-respect and pride among First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

students. 

INITIATIVE 1 

To improve the school attendance of students. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Home visits  
 

 

¶ Check in with students on a regular basis. 
 

¶ Track student attendance. 
 

¶ Survey students on reasons for 
absenteeism. 
 
 

¶ More parents are becoming involved in 
schools. 
 

¶ The Liaison staff met with chronically absent 
students and made plans with them to 
improve their attendance.  Incentives were 
used.  
 

¶ Attendance surveys were done so our staff 
can look at the data we collected and make 
plans using the data.  

 

 

Success: 
Some student attendance improved using the reward system.  
We recognized from the data that absence due to illness or family vacations were major reason 
for some of the absenteeism.  This is something that staff have no control over.   

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ More parent involvement 

¶ Continue home visits, tracking attendance and meeting and planning with individual students 

¶ Not do the massive surveys again as we have done that for several years.  The liaison staff will 
use the attendance survey for their use with the students on their caseload who miss more 
than 20 days.   

 

Students working with liaison worker on reports required for class 
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EMOTIONAL QUADRANT (continued) 

INITIATIVE 2 

To increase participation of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students in school and community 

extracurricular and leadership activities. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

Student Leadership:  
 

¶ Peer tutoring 
 

¶ Student guests in schools 
 

¶ Canoe paddling 
 

¶ Student presentations in schools and 
community 
 

 

¶ Student participation in projects (peer 
tutoring, lacrosse, canoe paddling, 
drumming and dancing). 

 

¶ Through observation and feedback from 
schools.  The students who participated in 
the above programs all displayed a sense 
of pride while partaking in each activity.  

Success: 
The power of providing leadership opportunities for students has been successful.  The 
students who participated in these opportunities have verbally expressed personal satisfaction.  
The staff have seen a willingness in the students to participate more in leadership 
opportunities.  

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue supporting students in individual physical activity pursuits. 

¶ Provide opportunities for students to participate in leadership roles. 

¶ Act as liaison between community activities and the home.  Sometimes students are unable 
to participate due to family income ς family unable to afford equipment etc.  Our program 
could possibly connect the home to an organization in the community that could help.  

  

Previous high school graduates coming                                 Students taking leadership roles. 

into schools as resource people to teach  

students about First Nations, Métis and  

Inuit history, traditions and culture. 
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INTELLECTUAL QUADRANT 

To improve the academic achievement of all First Nations, Métis and Inuit students. 

INITIATIVE 1 

To improve the literacy and numeracy achievement of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students at 

all levels. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Individual student tutoring program. 
- 47 students had tutoring for 

English/Language Arts 
- 62 students had tutoring for math  
 

¶ Promoted the First Nations authors and/or 
First Nations literature in schools. 
 

¶ All students who had English/Language 
Arts tutoring passed their course. 

 60/62 students passed math. 
 
 

¶ Teacher feedback.  More requests for 
First Nations literature.  Local Inuit 
author, Michael Kusugak, has been 
visiting the schools reaching students 
from Kindergarten to Grade 12.  
 

Success: 
The tutoring program continues to be very successful for students who require one-on-one 
help.  The literacy tool bin that we put together to be used by the schools on a rotating basis 
has been successful according to the teachers who have used the materials. 
We created a math tool kit that went out this year as a pilot.    

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ According to the feedback we received from administrators, teachers and tutors, the 
tutoring program is working well.  Tutoring program will continue. 

¶ From the feedback we received we need to add more to the math tool kit.     
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INTELLECTUAL QUADRANT (continued) 

INITIATIVE 2 

To increase the percentage of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students completing Grade 12. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Counselling ς academic and personal 
­  Referrals are made by liaison 

staff/schools regarding individual 
students either to First Nations 
counsellor or a community agency. 
 

¶ Academic support 
 

 

¶ Post Secondary guidance  

¶ Reports are given by each liaison worker 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
monthly Case Study meetings. 

 
 

 

¶ Tutoring report submitted by the tutor at 
the end of the contract. 

 

¶ Provide opportunities for students to 
participate in career fairs.  

Success: 
We continue to have a high graduation rate for the student with Aboriginal ancestry that we 
work with.  Last year we had 28 Grade 12 students and 25 of those students graduated from 
our District.    

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue academic and personal counselling. 

¶ Continue to have monthly case study meetings.  

¶ Continue monthly reports. 

¶ Review data collected by the District to assist our program in identifying students who are 
struggling in their academic subjects.   

 

  

 

Year End student recognition 
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INTELLECTUAL QUADRANT (continued) 

INITIATIVE  3 

To increase the transition rates of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students to employment, post 

secondary and trade programs. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Student exit surveys. 
 
 

 

¶ Networking with other agencies within the 
District as well as outside the District 

 
 

 

¶ The response from the graduates was 
excellent.  
(see survey results on pages 20-21) 
 

¶ We were able to network with universities 
and colleges as well as First Nations Bands.  
­  programs 
­  funding 
­  scholarships/bursaries 

Success: 
A lot of the students who graduate maintain communication with our First Nations staff for at 
least a year or two after they graduate.     

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue doing the Grade 12 exit surveys (see pages 20-21) 

¶ Continue networking with outside agencies.  
 

  

High school students taking part in Career Fair
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INTELLECTUAL QUADRANT (continued) 

INITIATIVE  4 

To raise awareness of specific pedagogical approaches to teaching and learning to better 

support the learning of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Share First Nations resources with 
teachers and District staff as they become 
available. 
 

¶ Share Websites and links for teachers and 
District staff for further information on 
First Nations history, traditions and 
culture. 
 

¶ Staff meetings. 
 

¶ Administrator meetings. 
 

¶ Board of Education. 
 
 

¶ Our First Nations Website page contains 
the First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
Education Enhancement Agreement report 
as well as links to First Nations sites.  
Additional links will be added. Teachers 
access the site on a regular basis. 

 

¶ First Nation staff presented the First 
Nation goals and objectives at their 
assigned schools and received positive 
feedback. 

 

¶ Annual report to the Board of Education.  
We showcase students and parents as they 
are better ambassadors to the program 
than the written report.  

 

¶ The local media also reports on the 
accomplishments of the First Nation 
Program in School District 69.  

Success: 
All First Nation staff are visible and valued members of School District 69.  The program is well 
received by students, parents and staff.  There is definitely a visible presence of First Nations 
history, traditions and culture throughout the District. 

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue promoting First Nations, Métis and Inuit history, traditions and culture in School 
District 69. 

¶ Continue working with all the shareholders of education in School District 69.  
 

  

Teaching and learning also takes part 

outside the classroom 
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PHYSICAL QUADRANT 

To maintain and improve the physical well-being of First Nations, Métis and Inuit students. 

INITIATIVE 1 

To enhance self-confidence and positive self-image among First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

students. 

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Extracurricular activities 
­  Share information with parents that 

we receive from the community. 
­  Encourage student participation by 

assisting with the financial barrier for 
shoes, equipment etc. when necessary.  
 

¶ Youth Link 
­  Attended Youth Link meetings to 

network with other agencies.  Share 
information gathered at these 
meetings with staff to share with their 
families. 

¶ More parents are becoming aware of the 
free activities offered in the community. 

 
 

 
 

¶ Parents ask for information regarding 
community programs from our staff before 
the programs are even advertised in the 
community.  

Success: 
We are receiving information as it comes available from other agencies to share with the 
families we service.  We get asked for input into community programs.     

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue with the above strategies.   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three dance groups.                                                                                             Learning traditional songs 

Students learn to drum and dance to Coast Salish                           

and Nuu chah nulth traditional songs and dances 
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 PHYSICAL QUADRANT (continued) 

 

INITIATIVE 2 

To increase the opportunity for students to make positive life style choices.  

Project 2011-2012 How do we know this initiative worked? 

¶ Provide students and families with 
counselling services: 
­  District First Nation counsellor 
­  Youth & Mental Health clinician 
­  School-based counsellors 
­  Liaison staff 

¶ Students received immediate counselling 
services when they needed it 
 

¶ The   Youth & Mental Health clinician 
worked with families as well as individual 
students. 

Success: 
After intervention, students and families expressed thanks verbally to staff.  Many students 
thanked individual staff in many ways.  Parents continuing to ask for support are not being 
worried about stigma. 

Recommendations for 2012-2013 

¶ Continue working with outside agencies to provide the best possible support for our 
students and their families. 
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ADDENDUM 
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AREAS OF ONGOING STRENGTH 

What areas of student achievement are established strengths? 

¶ Numbers of students enrolled in English 12 rather than Communications 12 

 

 
 

 

What evidence confirms this as a strength? 

¶ Most students are still choosing to enrol in English 12 rather than Communications 

 

What is in place to support this area of student achievement?  

¶ First Nations staff ς represented at all schools 

¶ Students are monitored by the liaison staff.  When students are struggling in different 

areas, the staff put the appropriate support in place thus leading to student success 

¶ Home/school support given by liaison staff 

¶ Interagency support 

¶ Monthly meetings with Administrators and First Nations staff 
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What areas of student achievement are established strengths? 
 

¶ We have a high BC Certificate of Graduation (Dogwood Diploma) rate 

¶ We had 28 Grade 12 students enrolled in our First Nations Program as of September 30, 

2011.  

¶ Of the above Grade 12 students, 25 graduated, 2 reregistered and 1 moved out of 

District during the school year. 

¶ Scholarships and/or bursaries were awarded to 7 out of the above 25 graduates.   
 

 
 

What evidence confirms this as a strength? 
 

¶ First Nations, Métis and Inuit history, tradition and culture is being taught in many classrooms.   

¶ BC First Nations 12 in both secondary schools 

¶ Parent attendance in First nations program sponsored dinners and meeting are well 

attended every year 

¶ School based projects ς refer to individual school reports on pages 22-49. 

¶ Cultural displays and presence in schools 
 

What is in place to support this area of student achievement? 
 

¶ First Nations staff ς represented at all the schools 

¶ First Nations Cultural Resource people attending and presenting at the schools in their 

areas of expertise 

¶ Students are monitored by the liaison staff.  When students are struggling in different 

areas, the staff put the appropriate support in place thus leading to student success  
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IMPROVING AREAS OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

What is improving? 

¶ Grade 6 and 12 English completion 
 

What evidence confirms this area of improvement?  
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AREAS OF CONCERN  

 

¶ Five out of twenty two students in English 9 did not complete the course 

¶ Five out of nineteen students did not complete Math 9 

 

What actions/interventions are in place or under development to address these areas of 

concern?  

 

¶ Tutoring ς individual, after-school student tutoring opportunity.  Students receive individual 

attention to understand aspects of the math and/or English they are struggling with. 

¶ Workshops for staff ς math tools and strategy training for First Nations liaison staff so they 

can effectively help students. 

¶ Literacy ς Aboriginal literature being promoted in the secondary schools 

¶ Monitoring ς closely following studentsΩ achievement in both math and English at the Grade 

9 leve.l 

¶ One-on-one help from liaison staff or First Nations support teacher ς students will be able 

to get extra one-on-one support regarding math and/or English from their liaison worker or 

First Nations support teacher during school time as directed by the classroom teacher. 

¶ Monitor students academics by talking to the teachers directly regarding students who had 

low marks in their subject areas the prior year. 

¶ Monthly meetings with First Nations staff and school based administrators.  
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SECOND AREA OF CONCERN 
 

¶ Student attendance 
 

What trends in student achievement are concerns to you? 
 

¶ Student attendance is still a concern however through our research we have found illness to 

be one of the major factors for absenteeism.  
 

What evidence gives rise to this concern? 
 

¶ See chart below for yearly attendance summary 

 
What actions/interventions are in place or under development to address these areas of 

concern?   
 

¶ The First Nations liaison workers are continuing to monitor student absentism by using 

BCeSIS.  A reward system is used in most cases.  Students are rewarded by going to lunch 

with their liaison worker if their attendance improves over a period of time mutually 

chosen. 

¶ Staff meet with students individually to work on a plan to improve their attendance. 
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GRADE 12 STUDENT EXIT SURVEY  

2011-2012 

 

1. How many years did you spend in public school? 

Responses:  1 student ς 11 years  

 5 students ς 12 years 

 22 students ς 13 years 

 

2. What was most memorable in your school experience? 

Responses: Developing friendships over the years (4 responses) 

 Looking forward to graduation (4 responses) 

 Leaving the school experience 

 Work experience 

 A handful of quality people and teachers 

 Working with teachers who are helpful 

 Meeting new students 

 University prep 

 Going to Hornby with my Grade 4/5 class 

 Last day of Grade 9 

 Grade 12 

 tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ 

 Elementary school playground 

 First Nation activities 

 Art class and friends I made 

 Playing high school sports 

 Prom 

 Kindergarten 

 Going on to high school 

 Girls 

 

3. What type of support did you receive while you were in school? 

Responses:  

- Individual tutoring ς 12  

- In-classroom support/study block ς 24 

- Counselling ς 12  

- Other ς 5  
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4. Upon graduation, what are you future plans? 

Responses: 

- Going to University/College 

Studying ς Design, esthetics, aquaculture, massage therapy, culinary arts, political 

science at UVIC (2 responses), writing, illustration, lifeskills program, recreation and 

sports management, business, finance and adminsitration, nursing, unknow at this time 

(4 responses) 

Some students responded that attending University will require them to work at least 

part time. 

- Trades Program  

Studying ς construction (2 responses) 

- Working  

What type of job ς 20 responses include cooking, video store, physical job, nanny, 

family business (tuna fishing), playing hockey, restaurant, landscaping, housekeeping, 

mill lumber yar, helicopter mechance helper, service industry, banking  

 

5. Please answer the following if you are planning to go into a University or Trades 

Program. 

How are you going to fund your post secondary education? 

Responses: 

- Scholarships/bursary ς 8   

- Band funding - 6 

- Student Loan - 7 

- Other ς 5  (working, parent and family support, savings) 
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SCHOOL BASED 

REPORTS
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First Nations Education Project Report 2011 - 2012  

 
Project name:  Bowser Elementary School Culture Day 
 
People involved in the project:  Staff and students from BES, guests 
 
Description: 
 
On Tuesday, June 12, 2012, Bowser Elementary School hosted an Inuit storyteller 
from the Arctic (Michael Kusuguk).  His partner (Gerry) also shared aspects of 
their Nunavut experience (artifacts, slide show, exploration of the 4 seasons in 
the Arctic).  Teachers did not require any resources for projects they did in their 
classrooms as we had the necessary materials on hand at the school already.  The 
remainder of our grant is set aside to purchase some updated resources, which 
will be ordered at the end of August. 
 
Highlights of the Project: 
 

¶ Michael and Gerry were very well organized.  They each had their own 
space and we divided the children into two separate groups (grades K/1/2 
and grades 3/4/5).  Each group attended both sessions at two separate 
times, which were adapted slightly to meet the needs of each age group. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΣ 
Robert Munsch. 

¶ The studenǘǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƳŀƎƛŎ ǘǊƛŎƪǎΦ 

¶ The students thoroughly enjoyed the artifacts that Gerry shared.  They 
appreciated getting to touch the items.  The fur animals were a favourite. 

¶ The students liked the photos of the igloos.  The teachers have worked 
together to develop a list of resources which will be ordered at the end of 
August.  The teachers really appreciate the opportunity to update our First 
Nations resource collection. 

 
Was the project EEA and SGP goal/objective accomplished?  How do you know? 
 
Yes, the goals and objectives of both the EEA and SGP were accomplished.  The 
sharing of the Arctic culture fit in with the spiritual and intellectual quadrants of 
the EEA and with the social responsibility aspect of our SGP in that it related to 
cultural diversity. 
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We know that the goals and objectives were accomplished because both groups 
of student remained thoroughly engaged throughout both presentations.  They 
asked thoughtful questions, which were a reflection of both their curiosity and 
their learning.   
 
Was the project a success?  What are the indicators?  How do you know? 
 
Yes, the project was a success!  Michael and Gerry were able to bring their 
experience of living in the Arctic home to the children here in a very realistic 
manner, which is very different from what students can experience by just looking 
at and reading books.   
 
In regards to the resources that are going to be purchased, the conversation 
amongst teachers was very much appreciated.  Teachers had the opportunity to 
share what they already have, how they use the resources we already have in the 
building, developed a plan to share items, and worked together to make a list of 
resources to purchase.  The challenge will be to narrow the list down when the 
actual prices are deteǊƳƛƴŜŘΦ  ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜŘ άǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘέ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
Things to keep in mind for the next project. 
 
Staff and students really appreciated having Michael and Gerry visit our school.  
They spent years in the Arctic, but now live locally in our area.  Teachers have 
suggested that we try to get other local First Nations people coming to our school 
to share their experiences on specific topics, such as building of longhouses, 
smoking salmon, basket weaving, and other cultural crafts.  Teachers have 
expressed an interest in accessing local talent throughout the school year, as well 
as hosting another cultural day next year.  Some teachers are interested in 
pursuing an opportunity to take their class on a canoe trip with a local guiding 
company. 
 
 
 



25 

 

 
December 2011 
We met and decided that a carving for the front foyer would be the way to spend 
our cultural dollars. Craig Manson, from Snuneymuxw First Nation was able to 
carve us a Whale out of cedar. Title: ñQullhanumucunò ï Orca 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 20, 2012 
Craig Manson came to visit Errington Elementary School and showed us 
carvings he had already completed. He also talked about how he comes up with 
his ideas and how he creates a carving from start to finish. He spent time visiting 
with all of our classes. This presentation also supported our schoolôs literacy goal 
by introducing students to ñFirst Nation Cultural storiesò. 
How it fits into the Medicine Wheel? 
Craig Manson - Spritual - a carving is something that speaks to the carver, as to 
what is inside the wood, and made into an animal or man, or whatever. The 
animals also have symbolic meanings in West coast culture. The animal could 
also represent the family that the carver belongs to. 
Physical - there are a lot of teachings passed down when learning how to carve. 
The kids were able to feel the wood, masks, carvings and paddles. 
Emotional - each piece evokes a different emotion in the person who carved the 
piece, and the person who is viewing the piece. 

Errington Elementary School  

First Nationõs Projects  

2011 - 2012 
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Mental - participants were able to learn what animals meant to west coast 
culture, what they symbolize. 

 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 22 - 2012 
Michael Kusugak an Inuit Author from Resolute Bay who now lives in Qualicum 
Beach came to visit our school. He made a presentation to the intermediate 
grades; he talked about life in the Arctic and brought in traditional clothing for the 
students to try on and also gave a slide show presentation about the environment 
in the Arctic. The hunting artifacts he brought were also really interesting, and his 
drumming was amazing. This presentation also supported our schoolôs literacy 
goal by introducing our students to an author and his real life stories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 2012 
Lacrosse - Fun Day 2012 
Roz and her student leaders sponsored a Lacrosse workshop for our students. 
Errington students were able to play and learn about the game of lacrosse. This 
activity helped to support our Social Responsibility goal by teaching the kids the 
benefits of being active and interacting with one another in a positive manner. 
On behalf of our staff and students, we would like to thank all of our presenters 
for their time teaching us about their First Nations culture. Next year we would 
like to investigate the idea of having out kids create First Nations art to display on 
the outside fence. 
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Report on NBES School Based First Nations Project 2012 

 

Highlights of the Project: 

Our project this year ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ Ψaƛƴƛ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ CŀƛǊΩΦ  The funding 

provided by the project enabled us to plan and carry out a cultural fair with five 

stations that allowed five different classrooms to experience learning about First 

bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴΩ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

enthusiastically received by students and teachers alike. 

The highlights of this event included: 

¶  Ψ/ŜŘŀǊ ǿŜŀǾƛƴƎΩ 

¶ A lesson on Meti culture 

¶ First Nations art 

¶ Coast Salish Art 

¶ Lahal 

 

We concluded with a short assembly for all of the classes with a closing by Jesse.  

All of the students recŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ΨŦǊƛŜŘ ōǊŜŀŘΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘΦ 

 

This cultural fair idea was once again popular with teachers because it allowed 

students a concentrated time to learn about and experience First Nations culture.  

For Grade 4/5 teachers they felt that it directly supported the curriculum they 

were covering in the subject area of Social Studies. 

 

We felt that the Cultural Fair supports our School Goal of developing active 

citizens by helping to build an awareness of different cultures.  Thank you for your 

support. 

 

Steve Hamilton (Principal) 
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First Nations Education Project 2011-2012 

Parksville Elementary School 
 

Together Time Building Relationships That Hold Part II  

 

This was a school project K-5 and together we: 
 

× Provided opportunities for all students to learn about First nations, Metis and Inuit Culture 

(spiritual and intellectual) 

× Worked to increase a sense of belonging, respect and pride among all students 

×  Promoted literacy (oral reading and written expression and transformation of social 

responsibility ï appreciate diversity. (There was a specific First Nations focus in one 

intermediate Read Team Group using the Eaglecrest Books) 

 

Project description and timeline: 

 

× An First Nations Literacy inquiry project using Eaglecrest texts (2012-2013) was shared with 

staff but there was not general staff participation due to job action. Hopefully, our question 

will be explored through the Network of Inquiry and Innovation  the next year ñWill the use 

of a labeling protocol and leveled Eaglecrest texts during small reading group activities 

improve: 

Educatorsô focus on formative assessment 

Studentsô (K-5) French and English understanding and ability to transform text material 

meaningfully using labels and diagrams 

Our learning communityôs awareness of the rich and diverse nature of FN culture, PES FN 

studentsô (intermediate) sense of belonging, self-respect and pride?ò  

 

 

 
Tanya and Amy with Lindaôs Regalia  

óPostô Eaglecrest Reading 

 

× Math in A Cultural Context : Lessons learned from Yupôik Eskimo Elders Designing Patterns 

Exploring Shares and Area purchased for grade 3-5 for math activities with a First Nations 

Focus  

× PES ñLogoò ï button blanket kite -  connecting past and present was completed  
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New island relationships ï Ditidaht Community School dance was very well received by the 

entire school community. Students from the First Nations Cultural Club were very proud to 

provide greetings, the information at the assembly, a dance of their own, and parting gifts. It was 

wonderful to see our primary students up close and very involved in the drumming songs.  

 

 

  
 

A school thank you was sent to the community and a pen pal project is to be conducted by 

Linda Ermineskin.   

 

× Lacrosse teaching ï postponed to 2013 and will be done in conjunction with SMS 

× First Nations future grad photos were updated and permanent frames purchased for current 

and future pictures (location of Future First Nations Grads Gallery to be determined)  

× PES Cultural Club banner project was created with the help and leadership of Bonnie Finotti 

and her French Immersion K class  

 

Project Highlight  

We integrated our First Nations celebrations into our Final School Wide Celebration Assembly 

on June 28
th
.  The rituals and regalia really added to the whole final assembly and celebration of 

our grade fives.  Jessie, our elder opened the assembly and the PES Cultural Club did a 

welcoming dance and proudly presented our ñWe are oneò new banner to the school. Later in the 

assembly Linda and Mme Greigôs class unveiled their huge button blanket project to our 

appreciative audience.  PES Grade Fives thanked the school for helping them learn and ósoarô 

and a Red and Black PES Kite was launched. Ribbons bearing the names of all of the grade five 

studentôs names were attached to the kite tail.   

In May, we looked at SD68ôs Aboriginal Education Performance standard at a staff meeting as 

way of gauging our learning journey in this area. 
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